
YALSA Board of Directors – December 2011 
Topic: Quarterly Chair Reports  

 
-1- 

Item #9 
 

YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Via Conference Call 

December 9, 2011 
 
Topic: Quarterly Chair Reports 
 
Background: Chairs were asked to submit a report of what work their group has 

accomplished since mid-July.  During the conference call, each Board 
Liaison will have the opportunity to summarize and share any 
concerns their member groups may have and field questions from 
Board members.  Board members are encouraged to reflect on the 
reports and discuss how the work of the groups is supporting the 
strategic plan, as well as look for and discuss common threads or 
issues between the reports and how the Board might address them. 

 
Action Required:  Discussion 
 

 
Missing Reports (as of 11/29/11) 

 
• 2011 Award and Booklist Marketing Taskforce 
• Baker & Taylor Award Jury 
• The Hub Advisory Board 
• Division & Membership Promotion 
• Publications Advisory Board 
• Presidential Advisory Taskforce (2011 - 2012) 
 

Discussion & Interest Groups 
 

Name of Group : YALSA Intellectual Freedom Interest Group 
Chair's Name : Carrie Gardner & Krista King 
E-mail address : kking@bcpl.org 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Quoted from YALSA Discussion & Interest 
Groups webpage: 
To serve as broad forum for discussing intellectual freedom matters in library services to teens.  
To prepare and disseminate materials which will advise young adult librarians and school 
librarians of available services and support for resisting local pressure and community action 
designed to impair the rights of young adult users. To provide continuing education opportunities 
for young adult librarians regarding intellectual freedom.  To act as a liaison between YALSA 
and ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee and all other groups within the Association concerned 
with intellectual freedom. When requested by the YALSA Board of Directors, to advise YALSA 
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on matters pertaining to the First Amendment of the U. S. Constitution and the ALA Library Bill 
of Rights and their implications to library service to young adults, and as requested to make 
recommendations to the ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee for changes in policy on issues 
involving library service to young adults. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : - Monitored 
IF IG Listserv for new members and activity. 
- Hosted discussion on YALSA's ALA Connect page in September, in advance of Banned Books 
Week; also worked with Nanette Perez from OIF to collaborate on one posting during this week. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Program 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : 1. Work to update the Intellectual 
Freedom part of the YALSA wiki, including articles and challenges section â€“ 
http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Censorship_%26_Challenges 
 
2. Communicate more with the YALSA board and peers at the OIF to further clarify goals and 
purpose behind the IG, and how to provide more meaningful content for professional 
development. 
 
3. Troubleshoot listserv issues (i.e. sent messages not posting) as well as to clarify what content 
is appropriate for the listserv and will not duplicate the effort of other ALA listservs and 
publications. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We will submit a 200 word write-up for an upcoming (December or 
January) "IG/DG Spotlight" feature in YALSA E-News about September ALA Connect activity, 
highlight the IF wiki, and to make a call for activities (i.e. what would you like to see the IF IG 
do?). 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : n/a 
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Additional Concerns or Comments : We would like the YALSA board to reconcile the 
information pertaining to the responsibilities of IG's. The information posted under different 
sections of the membership page on YALSA seems to be incongruent with one another. How 
formal or structured is involvement in an IG -- would this be better suited to be active as only a 
listerv or a committee. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : n/a 

 
 
Name of Group : Teen Music Interest Group 
Chair's Name : April Pavis, convener 
E-mail address : librarian.april@hotmail.com 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : The purpose of this discussion group is to 
develop recommended practices in collections, programming, and related topics in the field of 
music and media, including CDs, MP3s, and emerging technologies and services in music media 
for teens. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Sporadic 
posts on the listserv regarding music events/programs in individual member's libraries.  
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : I hope the group will post more 
relevant links and have more discussions.  
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : None 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 5 Not Accomplished 
 
Member Participation : Very low. One new member.  
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : I don't know if the group is worth keeping around. Repeated 
efforts at starting discussions and getting members have been fruitless.  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : No 
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If other, please describe : 

 
Nick Buron 

 
 
Name of Group : LIS Taskforce 
Chair's Name : Carla Land 
E-mail address : landc@lvccld.org 
Board Liaison : Nick Buron (though his term with us ended 6/11) 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : As per YALSA's Action Plan, plan a new 
round of YALSA's Road Trip and oversee implementation at all ALA accredited library schools 
throughout the 2011 calendar year. In order to promote the Road Trip and recruit local members 
to participate in it, the Task Force will: 
-Adapt existing Road Trip materials for the 2011 LIS Road Trip and specifically gear them to 
library school students and faculty. 
-Work with YALSA's Communications Specialist to promote the Road Trip to library school 
students and faculty via a variety of means including email, listservs, articles, and blog posts. 
-With YALSA's Program Coordinator for Membership: 1) put out a call for local organizers and 
schedule LIS Road Trips based on responses; and 2) in an effort to reach 100% participation, 
identify and recruit individuals from specific library schools that don't respond to the initial call 
for participation. 
-Regularly inform YALSA's Program Coordinator for Membership of LIS Road Trip plans and 
progress -Provide a progress report to the YALSA Board at Midwinter Meeting 2011 and again 
at the 2011 Annual Conference 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? As a 
committee we re-contacted our assigned schools to remind them that the YALSA road trip was 
still something they could do. We also had a short article in the YALSA email blast, and created 
a YALSA blog post to let members know how to be involved. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Other (Please explain) 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : With the fall semester coming to a 
close there really isn't much we can do insofar as getting the word out.  
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What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We have no plans to share anything within the next three months. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : With so few tasks to complete this quarter, communication wasn't much 
of an issue.  
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : No 
 
If other, please describe : We used the ALA accredited library schools contact information to 
contact schools about holding a YALSA program for students and faculty. 
 

 
 

Name of Group : 2012 Awards & Booklist Marketing Task Force 
Chair's Name : Melissa McBride 
E-mail address : mcbride.melissa@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Nick Buron 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : The mission of the task force is to help 
YALSA raise awareness of its lists and awards, and to coordinate the implementation of a 
sustained, year-round effort beginning with the announcement of the Nonfiction & Morris 
Award finalists in Dec. 2011 and running through Dec. 2012. The task force will: 1) assist 
YALSA's Web Services Manager with promoting the 2012 lists and awards to the library 
community and general public via the media through articles, blog posts, and other means; 2) 
create and disseminate resources to help librarians and educators use the lists and awards in their 
libraries and classrooms, including readers' advisory guides, book group discussion guides, 
booktalking resources, lesson plan materials and more; and 3) encourage teen interest in the lists 
and award winners through contests, promotions, collaboration with YALSA's blog, The Hub, 
and other means. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Our work has 
been off to a slow start, due to the nature of it.  We are currently working with the Chairs of 
Odyssey, Nonfiction Award, Alex and Readers' Choice to create a detailed marketing plan and 
timeline.  We expect to have the plan finalized by the middle of December.  At that point we will 
begin a concerted effort to market those 4 awards/booklists to both the general public and 
YALSA membership. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
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Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We plan on having our marketing 
plan/timeline finalized by mid-December.  At that time we will begin marketing the four 
awards/booklists mentioned previously.  The bulk of our work will take place after the Youth 
Media Awards on Jan. 23, 2012.  We are currently creating a plan that will involve social media, 
email blasts, and if we can print media (magazine article, etc.) 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We will use the various YALSA publications to promote the 
Odyssey, Alex, Nonfiction and Readers Choice awards/lists. Information included will be dates 
of announcements, what titles won or were selected, and ideas for using them/promoting in your 
own library.  We will also promote the titles to the general public - gift guides, summer reading, 
etc. 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : We are off to a slow start, but I think that is because we are creating this 
plan from scratch.  No group has done this before us and it took us a while to get the list down to 
four.  With the holidays approaching I anticipate it being difficult to get in touch with everyone 
on a regular basis, but we already have reached out to the Chairs of the various committees and 
have started developing our plan. However, everyone is very responsive and excited to begin our 
work so I don't foresee any issues with participation. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  

 
 

Priscille Dando 
 
 

Name of Group : YALSAblog Advisory Board 
Chair's Name : mk Eagle 
E-mail address : eagle.mk@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Priscille Dando 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : The YALSAblog Advisory Board function 
is to support the Member Manager to ensure that the blog is relevant, innovative and meeting 
member needs for information about YALSA and the young adult librarianship profession. The 
Advisory Board participates in the maintenance of the blog and works within the guidelines for 
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the site as set by the YALSA Board of Directors. The Advisory Board also serves in an advisory 
capacity to the Member Manager of the blog and assists with the collection of content for the 
site; generates ideas for direction and content; helps obtain, analyze and use member and library 
community feedback about the site; assists with marketing as needed; and writes for the blog 
when requested by the manager.  
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : The newly 
formed Advisory Board took on the task of identifying bloggers who haven't written in the past 
year and moving them to Contributor status (marking them as inactive authors). They are now 
tackling the standardization and streamlining of tags and categories on all posts. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Outreach 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Once the group has identified 
common errors/gaps in tagging and categorizing, the Advisory Board will be creating tutorials 
for bloggers. They will also be tasked with creating themes for individual months and improving 
calendar usage among the bloggers. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : As all Advisory Board members have committed to posting at least 
once a month, the YALSAblog will see the face of the group regularly. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : N/A 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 

 
Name of Group : MAE Award Jury 
Chair's Name : Joella Peterson 
E-mail address : jpeterson@trl.org 
Board Liaison : Priscille Dando 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To promote the MAE Award for a Young 
Adult Reading or Literature Program and solicit applications; and to annually select a recipient, 
when a suitable winner is indicated. 
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What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Over the past 
three months we have finalized the press release descriptions for the MAE Award. We have also 
sent emails to the State Library Associations to have them distribute the press release and also to 
various listservs. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
Publication 
Outreach 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : In the next three months we hope to 
get various applications for the MAE Award. And we will then read through them and select a 
winner. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Once the winner is selected, we will do a press release of who won 
the MAE Award. That might be in the next three months, or just after. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
 
Member Participation : We don't have any major participation concerns. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 
 
Name of Group : Strategic Planning 
Chair's Name : Priscille Dando 
E-mail address : pdando@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : n/a 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To work with the YALSA Board throughout 
the strategic planning process and in between planning cycles, including but not limited to: 
connect with members to ensure an inclusive planning process, monitor the implementation 
strategy for the current strategic plan, to communicate the goals of the plan and the planning 
process to the general membership and to official member groups, and to encourage members 
and member groups to take an active role in helping YALSA achieve its goals.  
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What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : The 
committee continued to work on revising the Strategic Plan. We submitted a draft for an initial 
Board review.  We advertised the member comment period in Sept. through YALSA e-News, the 
YALSA Blog, and discussion lists, and posted Facebook and Twitter reminders. The committee 
examined the comments received and made recommendations to changes in the draft. After the 
Executive Committee revised the draft further and added strategies, committee members, along 
with the Board, identified tactics to work as the action plan. The final draft of objectives and 
strategies was approved by the Board. As chair, I wrote an article to appear in the Winter issue of 
YALS with input from the committee. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
Publication 
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : The committee will publicize and 
promote the new strategic plan through a YALS article, blog post and other avenues. They will 
look to begin the process of a new Great Ideas contest based on the new plan, to be ready for 
promotion during Midwinter.  The committee will then solicit entries to the contest. 
 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Publicizing the new strategic plan; Great Ideas contest 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
 
Member Participation : Not all committee members have been participating equally. After 
reaching out individually, most have responded, but working through email and Google Docs has 
not been entirely effective.  Will plan on a conference call to ensure greater participation in the 
development and judging of the Great Ideas contest. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : None at this time. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 
Name of Group : Teen Tech Week Committee 
Chair's Name : Sarah Ludwig 
E-mail address : sarah.ludwig@gmail.com 
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Board Liaison : Priscille Dando 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To assist with the planning and 
implementation of a week-long national initiative to that gives libraries the opportunity to feature 
all of their nonprint resources for teens and their families. Committee responsibilities include: 
Developing content for the Teen Tech Week web site such as professional resources for YA 
librarians, program and display ideas and lists of recommended resources; promoting Teen Tech 
Week through efforts such as: contributing items to appropriate magazines, blogs, etc. for the 
library, education and technology fields and/or offering conference programs and publications as 
appropriate; assisting staff with the selection of an annual theme.  
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : 
Downloadable 2012 TTW pamphlet - Due September 1 - COMPLETE  
 
YALSA Wiki - Ongoing  
Report from Clair: 
We have updated all date related info, as well as started to generate new content. I've added a 
page just for web resources and put on some of my favorite cloud programs that students and 
librarians can use in class and in the library, and am adding more as I find them.  
 
Karen has emailed me some great programming ideas (none of which were part of the 
programming ideas we put together earlier in the month with the Programming subcommittee--I 
checked) she's going to post them later today or tomorrow.  
 
My focus right now is on the Book and Print resources section of the wiki. 
 
TTW website content - August through October - COMPLETE 
 
TTW e-newsletters - starting in October - drafts due to me 11/15 (not yet received) 
 
Registration blog posts - beginning in November - Sarah - not yet started 
 
TTW scavenger hunt - beginning ASAP - Sarah - have begun list, but it is late. Will get in 
ASAP. 
 
TTW blog posts - beginning in February - not yet started 
 
In addition, I (Sarah) wrote an article for YALS about TTW 2012. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
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Program 
 
Publication 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : I personally have a couple of things 
to accomplish, specifically the scavenger hunt and the UBoost activity that Stevie emailed me 
about - I'm late on both counts. I'm going to recruit the group to start registration blog posts 
ASAP as well. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Blog posts, the YALS article will be published, and Kip should be 
producing content for e-newsletters very shortly. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : There have been some communication and follow-up issues 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : None. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : None. 

 
Sarah Flowers 

 
 
 
Name of Group : Nominating 2012 
Chair's Name : Linda W. Braun 
E-mail address : lbraun@leonline.com 
Board Liaison : Sarah Flowers 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To recruit, vet and select candidates for the 
slate for the 2012 election of YALSA Officers, Directors and certain Award Committee 
Members.  When building the slate, strive to seek out the most qualified individuals as well as 
provide for broad representation, including but not limited to representation of the membership 
by: diverse background, type of library, special interest, and geographic location. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : During the 
last three months the Committee: 
* Finalized the 2012 slate 
* Produced draft manuals for the Awards and Governance Nominating Committees.  These 
manuals are now under review. 
* Began to plan for the Coffee with the Candidates at Midwinter 2012 
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* Published an article in the November YALSA Enews as a way to get members started thinking 
about the election, voting, and the Coffee with the Candidates. 
* Communicated with the YALSA Blog Manager, mk Eagle, about podcasts with the candidates 
leading up to the election. 
* Communicated with incoming Chairs of the Awards and Governance 2013 Nominating 
Committees about potential candidates and process for their committees. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Program 
 
Publication 
 
Outreach 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : The Committee will: 
* revise the committee manuals as needed 
* continue to plan for the Coffee with the Candidates 
* work with the YALSA Blog Manager and YALSA staff to promote the importance of the 
election and get out the vote 
* assist the incoming 2013 nominating committee chairs as they begin their work. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We will continue to post on the YALSA Blog and in the YALSA 
Enews about the election and the importance of voting in the election. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
 
Member Participation : N/A 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : N/A 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  

 
 
Name of Group : YALSA President's Program Planning Committee 
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Chair's Name : Sarah Couri  
E-mail address : scouri35@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Sarah Flowers 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To plan, organize and present the YALSA 
President’s Program at the next Annual Conference. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : We are 
working on creating a wave of publicity for the program, as well as soliciting video submissions 
from librarians in the field. Our major project right now is lining up the second speaker for the 
event. Per the presidents' request, we have asked the Leigh Bureau company for possible speaker 
suggestions and hope to get that settled very soon! 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Program 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We hope to get the speakers' line up 
settled very soon for the program. We will then focus on outreach and publicity -- letting people 
know that it will be a joint program for the first time, and that we are looking for video 
submissions documenting field experiences. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We have submitted our request for videos to YALSA E-News, and 
will also be posting about it on the YALSA blog, the ALSC blog, and in other places where 
members might be looking! 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : No concerns about participation! 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : I ranked our effectiveness as a 3 mostly because we were 
really hoping to have the second speaker lined up at this point. Once that happens, we will be 
caught up to our timeline, and things should go smoothly. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
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If other, please describe :  
 
 
Name of Group : Selected List & Awards Changes Evaluation Taskforce 
Chair's Name : Pam Spencer Holley 
E-mail address : pamsholley@aol.com 
Board Liaison : Sarah Flowers 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Create a set of evaluation tools then use 
them to measure the overall success and impact of the following changes: 1) narrowing the 
BBYA list to fiction; 2) increasing the number of recommended adult titles through publication 
of the official nominees from the Alex Award Committee and 3) establishment of the Nonfiction 
Award and publication of its list of official nominees. The evaluation will include feedback from 
current and previous members of the BFYA, Alex and Nonfiction Committees, an analysis of the 
appropriate 2010 and 2011 lists and awards (BBYA, BFYA, Alex, Nonfiction) as well as 
feedback from the library community about the degree to which these resources are effective 
readers' advisory and collection development tools. The taskforce chair will submit quarterly 
updates and a final report which discusses findings  
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Members 
developed survey for previous committee members of Alex, BFYA, and Nonfiction; results 
compiled and shared with Executive Board for their Fall meeting. Analysis of lists was also 
conducted and shared with Exec Board. Survey further modified to be used with all YALSA 
members [and nonmembers if they chose to reply], with suitable editing by Beth and Nichole, 
and posted on November 9, with cutoff date of December 1. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Research 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Results of final survey will be 
tabulated with final report delivered to YALSA by December 15. 
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What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : At present there is no plan to share these results, although we would 
be happy to do so if requested by the YALSA Board. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : Members have all been very responsive - great task force with which to 
work. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  

 
Sandra Hughes Hassell 

 
 
Name of Group : Frances Henne Research Grant  
Chair's Name : Rebecca Morris 
E-mail address : rmorris1855@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Sandra Hughes-Hassell 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Judge applications for the YALSA Frances 
Henne/VOYA Research Grant. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : The focus for 
the group's efforts during the last three months was publicizing the Henne Grant to YALSA 
members, as well as educators, librarians, and researchers who may or may not be YALSA 
members, but who may be interested in pursuing research related to the YALSA Research 
Agenda.   
 
During the last three months, the group communicated information about the grant (including 
mention of and a link to the new YALSA Research Agenda) via email, Facebook, Twitter, and 
professional/organizational list servs.  The contacts were tracked via Google Docs. 
 
As of today (November 14, 2011), I do not have information as to the number of grant 
applications that have been received, but our group will be reviewing the applications in just a 
few weeks, after the December 1 deadline.  At that point, we can report on the results of our 
group's actions in recent months (i.e., number of applications received). 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Research 
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Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Outreach 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : During the last two weeks of 
November, in anticipation of the December 1 grant application deadline, the group will continue 
a "reminder" round of direct emails with grant application information to library schools (LIS 
programs), library and education organizations, and state libraries.  The group will also utilize 
YALSA social media to publicize the grant in the last two weeks of open applications.  
 
During the month of December and in early January, we will work with YALSA to review the 
grant applications (via electronic discussion and voting) and select and notify the 2012 recipient 
By ALA Mid Winter, we will have selected and notified the recipient of the grant.   
 
Plans are currently in development to include the Henne Grant as an item of discussion and 
sharing during the new YALSA Research Forum on Friday, January 20, during Mid Winter.  The 
Jury Chair will attend, possibly with members of the jury.  This event is in the planning stages. 
 
Following Mid Winter, the group will reflect on the grant publicizing and reviewing process, 
publicize the grant recipient and 2013 application deadline, and refine a Google Doc contact list 
that we will share with next year's jury.   
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : As noted above, the group will use YALSA's social media (Twitter 
and Facebook) to remind members of the upcoming December 1 grant application deadline.  An 
announcement is also included in the most recent/upcoming issue of JRLYA, and the 
announcement was included in the YALSA E-News.   
 
Following the announcement of the 2012 Henne Grant recipient in January 2012, the group will 
share this information with ALA (via press release), American Libraries Direct, E-News, and 
YALSA websites and social media.   
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
 
Member Participation : Members have been contacting organizations and documenting their 
efforts on a group Google Doc. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : The topic of blind review has come up in recent discussions 
with the YALSA Research Chair.  From my participation on last year's jury, I know that last 
year's process (2011-2012) was not a blind review.   
 
I'm not sure if it is possible to arrange for blind review of the upcoming grant applications 
(depending on rules that may already be in place), but as Chair, I would like to open this 
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discussion for upcoming grant proposal processes.  I believe that the process may be fairer if 
grant writers' names are not known to the committee.   
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe 
 
 
Name of Group : YALSA Midwinter Past Presidents Lecture 
Chair's Name : Mary Arnold 
E-mail address : marnold@cuyahogalibrary.org 
Board Liaison : Sandra Hughes Hassell 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Function: Plan and implement an annual 
research-focused paper presentation to be given at the Midwinter Meeting on a topic of general 
interest to those who work with young adults in libraries, including: working with YALSA's 
Web Services Manager to promote the call for papers, vetting the applicants and working with 
YALSA's Program Officer for Conferences & Events to plan the presentation at Midwinter. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Worked with 
YALSA staff and Board liaison to evaluate six proposals using a point system -- maximum 20 
points in each of the following categories--Originality; YALSA Research Agenda support; 
Appeal to practitioners; Presenter Qualifications; topical interest.   
Chair provided comments/quotes to Stephanie Kuenn for press release announcing Jeanie 
Austin's paper on "Critical Issues in Juvenile Detention Libraries" to be presented in Dallas at 
Midwinter 2012 at the YALSA's Trends Impacting Young Adult Services event.   
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Research 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Program 
 
Publication 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : YALSA Trends in YA Presentation: 
Saturday 4:00 - 5:30PM. Dallas Convention Center, room C141. Hosted by YALSA Past 
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Presidents and co-sponsored by the Office for Literacy and Outreach Services (OLOS) Advisory 
Committee. This event will feature a paper presentation from Jeanie Austin called "Critical 
Issues in Juvenile Detention Center Libraries." The paper will explore the tensions present in 
juvenile detention center library services (such as institutional limitations and access to 
technologies) and how youth and librarians can and do navigate these tensions within the library 
setting. Ms. Austin is a Certificate of Advanced Study student at the Graduate School of Library 
and Information Science, University of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign.  
We have no further information on plans for the format of the lecture--we anticipate that member 
Stephanie Reynolds will attend, and would be able to work with staff in further planning. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : The lecture will be published in the YALSA Research Journal 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
 
Member Participation : Virtual committee--all participated in the process except one member, 
David Mowery, who resigned. 
 
At this time, only one member of the work group plans to attend Midwinter and may be available 
to host the presentation--Stephanie Reynolds. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : in 2011 we expanded the call for proposals utilizing social 
networking sites like Facebook and Twitter, the YALSA blog, various professional listservs, 
including those outside the library.  Members offered pertinent and detailed comments on the 
evaluation forms that proved helpful in narrowing the final decision. 
Both the submission deadline and the final decision deadline were extended in order to expand 
the number of proposals to consider-2011 was actually the first year that the process was used, as 
the 2010 lecturer was chosen by acclimation.  Early and persistent publicizing of the opportunity 
is crucial to soliciting a variety of high quality proposals that will garner an audience at the busy 
Midwinter meeting. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : Jeanie will work with the Research Committee to polish her 
presentation for publication  
 
 
Name of Group : Research Committee 
Chair's Name : Don Latham 
E-mail address : dlatham@fsu.edu 
Board Liaison : Sandra Hughes-Hassell 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To stimulate, encourage, guide, and direct 
the research needs of the field of young adult library services, and to regularly compile abstracts, 
disseminate research findings, update YALSA's Research Agenda as needed and to liaise with 
ALA's Committee on Research & Statistics. 
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What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? Reviewed 
feedback provided on new Research Agenda (RA), revised RA based on feedback, submitted RA 
to YALSA Board (approved Oct. 3, 2011), wrote introduction to RA for YALSA research 
journal, provided quotes for RA press release. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Research 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Possibly hold a forum on the RA at 
Midwinter, chair (YALSA liaison) will meet with ALA Research & Statistics Committee at 
Midwinter, begin updating bibliographies for the RA, staff information table at ALISE 
conference, hold meeting of Research Committee members at Midwinter (those members who 
will be attending Midwinter). 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Article summarizing forum on RA (if the forum is, in fact, held)--
probably for YALSA E-news 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : None 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : None 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : Solicited feedback on RA from YALSA members and constituents. 

 
Name of Group : Research Journal Advisory Board 
Chair's Name : Frances Harris 
E-mail address : francey@illinois.edu 
Board Liaison : Sandra Hughes-Hassell 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : YALSA's Research Journal Advisory Board 
oversees the peer reviewing process as outlined in the Refereeing Process Guidelines that were 
approved by the YALSA Board of Directors. The Board also serves in an advisory capacity to 
the Member Editor of the journal by assisting with the solicitation of contributors and articles as 
well as generating ideas for topical articles or themes, when requested from the Member Editor. 

mailto:francey@illinois.edu


YALSA Board of Directors – December 2011 
Topic: Quarterly Chair Reports  

 
-20- 

 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Because we 
had no content for the Fall issue (all of the submissions were rejected), the board decided to 
create a short themed issue based on YALSA's new research agenda. Don Latham, Chair of the 
Research Committee, agreed to write an overview of the agenda and the board members wrote 
500-1,000 word pieces in their areas of expertise, focusing on each of the targeted areas in the 
agenda. It is hoped that these pieces will inform readers about the value of YA research and 
inspire them to take action. The board also decided that the Winter and Spring issues would 
feature invited authors. For the Winter issue, we hope to solicit pieces from the "best of the best," 
thereby establishing the journal as a legitimate and enduring vehicle for scholarly publication. 
The Spring issue will be theme-based.  
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Research 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : The board is currently brainstorming 
"best of the best" names (a couple have been approached informally) and will send those queries 
out in the very near future. Our next task will be to determine the theme of the Spring issue and 
issue those invitations. The Board will also assist with staffing the YALSA booth at the 2012 
ALISE conference and communicate with the Midwinter Paper Presentation Committee about 
the paper presentation at Midwinter and publishing it in a future issue of JRLYA. We will 
continue to solicit and review manuscript submissions. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : N/A 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
 
Member Participation : No problems. In fact, board members were forthcoming and quite prompt 
with their submissions for the Fall issue.  
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : We continue to struggle with the ongoing difficulty of 
getting word out about the journal and obtaining publishable manuscripts. Stevie posted 
reciprocal links on the YA Lit Symposium website and is working to make sure the journal is 
being indexed in the appropriate places (Google Scholar, ISI/World of Knowledge, WilsonWeb).  
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Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  

  
Penny Johnson 

 
 
Name of Group : Financial Advancement Committee 
Chair's Name : Linda W. Braun 
E-mail address : lbraun@leonline.com 
Board Liaison : Penny Johnson 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Provide oversight and continued 
enhancement of the Friends of YALSA program, including fundraising efforts and donor 
recognition.   Work with the Board to create and implement regular fundraising campaigns based 
on fiscal priorities identified by the Board.  Implement fundraising opportunities approved by the 
YALSA Board.  Size - 6 virtual members, including at least two members from the previous 
year. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : * Began 
work on a Books for Teens Toolkit which will cover tips, techniques, etc. for planning and 
hosting events that will work to raise funds for FOY and/or Books for Teens. 
* Planned for a donate to YALSA campaign for just before the holidays (the week of November 
14). 
* Communicated with Nichole Gilbert and Lucy Lockley (the Chair of the Midwinter Social 
Event member group) about the ways in which FAC can support that event.  FAC will sell Printz 
calendars following the event. 
* Developed plans for selling Printz calendars during Midwinter 2012. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Over the next quarter the group will: 
* Finalize the Books for Teens Toolkit 
* Continue to brainstorm ideas for continued advancement of YALSA's fundraising efforts. 
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What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : The Committee will publish in the Enews, on the Blog, and on 
YALSA listservs about the ways in which members can financially support the association. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : N/A 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : N/A 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 
 
Name of Group : Midwinter Marketing & Local Arrangements Taskforce 
Chair's Name : Jill Bellomy, Naomi Bates 
E-mail address : jillbellomy@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Penny Johnson 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To work with YALSA's Web Services 
Manager prior to the conference to create and disseminate online marketing materials that 
promote YALSA's presence at the ALA Midwinter Meeting. To plan and implement YALSA 
local arrangements activities in close cooperation with YALSA's Program Officer for 
Conferences & Events, including assisting on-site with logistics for YALSA events and 
overseeing teen participation for the ALA Midwinter Meeting. Taskforce members aren't 
expected to attend Annual, but are expected to attend Midwinter. Taskforce size: 5 - 7, including 
one member designated as Midwinter Youth Participation Coordinator. Term: 1 year, 
commencing after Midwinter and ending after Midwinter. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : We have 
been promoting Midwinter through listservs, TLA events, local librarian conferences, and 
professional meetings with enticing flyers, postings, and announcements.  We have also 
submitted articles to all the recent editions of YALSA E-news.  Our Youth Participation 
Coordinator, Susi Parks Grissom, has contacted local librarians and lined-up participation for the 
BFYA Teen Session.  We are excited about the many teens and librarians who will be attending! 
Finally, we have added local information to the wiki to assist librarians in planning their trip to 
Dallas.    
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
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Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We will continue to promote and 
encourage registration in the months to come.  We are specifically trying to drum up interest 
among local teen librarians in the YALSA preconference.  This has been a challenge as budgets 
are tight.  We plan to hit it hard in the final months!   
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We will continue to add to the E-news issues.   
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : Our members have all worked together well.  We have discussed 
strategies through email and Google Groups and effectively divided up tasks. I feel confident a 
positive collaboration will continue.    
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : I think I have touched base with Penny since the last report, 
but am not sure.  If not, I will definitely do so.   
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :     
 
 
Name of Group : Quick Picks 2012 
Chair's Name : Heather Gruentahl 
E-mail address : mrsgteach@yahoo.com 
Board Liaison : Penny Johnson 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To prepare an annual annotated list of 
recommended books appropriate for reluctant young adult readers.   
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : The 
committee has continued to work with our teen group to select nominations for Quick Picks.  We 
have over 200 nominations that we are reading in preparation for midwinter conference during 
which we will select the best for our final list.   
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
Advocacy 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Outreach 
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What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Read the nominated books and 
continue to solicit feedback from our focus books.  Compile the final annotated list at Midwinter 
in January. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : N/A 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : The only concern I have is finding replacement members when 
committee members resign.  I had two resignations, and was not able to fill one due to the late 
nature of the resignation.  It would be nice if we had an "understudy" or could recall past 
members to fill vacancies. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : No concerns.   
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : We do outreach to reluctant readers by forming our teen focus groups 
to obtain feedback on the nominated titles.   

 
Monique le Conge 

 
 
Name of Group : Books for Teens Jury 
Chair's Name : Alicia Blowers 
E-mail address : aliciablowers@yahoo.com 
 
Board Liaison : Monique le Conge 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Work with YALSA's Web Services 
Manager and Web Advisory Committee to help promote the Books for Teens project and inform 
members of the opportunity to receive funds. Vet applications for the Books for Teens project 
with the goal of selecting the winners, as funds become available. Term: April 1, 2011 through 
June 30, 2012. Jury size: 5 virtual members, including the chair. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Began 
posting on Books for Teens Facebook page and recruiting our friends/family to support the 
cause.  Had an entry about Books for Teens appear in the YALSA eNews.  Drafted post for 
YALSA "The HUB" blog.  Began effort to promote Books for Teens December donations 
through a press release and posts on a variety of library listservs and YA book blogs (all still to 
be written).   
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
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Marketing 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Finalize text for press release, listerv 
and blog promotion for December fundraising push.  Post to various places on the web 
(including Facebook).  Work with Financial Advancement on Booze for Books cocktail events to 
take place in Spring '12. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : blog post on The HUB, entry in YALSA eNews, article in YALS, 
posts on YALSA listservs all promoting the December fundraising push.  Also looking to solicit 
applications for funding through these publications.  
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 4 
 
Member Participation : One member is still very difficult to get a hold of, but I have not tried 
contacting any way other than via email.  It seems this person isn't getting the group emails 
(unclear why, as everyone else is getting them and this person gets the emails I send to just to 
them alone). 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : No 
 
If other, please describe :  
 
 
Name of Group : Local Arrangements Committee 
Chair's Name : Allison Tran 
E-mail address : allisontran@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Monique LeConge 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To work with YALSA’s Web Services 
Manager prior to the conference to create and disseminate online marketing materials that 
promote YALSA’s presence at the ALA Annual Conference. To plan and implement YALSA 
local arrangements activities in close cooperation with YALSA’s Program Officer for 
Conferences & Events, including assisting on-site with logistics for YALSA programs and 
overseeing teen participation for the ALA Annual Conference.  Committee members arena’t 
expected to attend Midwinter, but are expected to attend Annual. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : * Updated 
YALSA wiki with information about Anaheim (completed in late August)   
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* Submitted an article about local bookstores around Anaheim that appeared in YALSA e-news 
(September 13, 2011) 
* Posted entries to the YALSA blog about Anaheim and Annual for the months of September 
and October 
* Organized a successful YALSA Happy Hour at the California Library Association conference 
in Pasadena and shared information about YALSA’s activities at Annual to about 30 librarians 
and YA lit enthusiasts. Those who were not already members of YALSA are considering joining 
the organization and attending Annual. (November 11, 2011) 
* YALSA blog posts written by the Local Arrangements committee were shared with a local 
library listserv.  
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : * Members will meet via ALA 
Connect chat to report on progress and discuss future business.  
* Between meetings, we will communicate via email and our ALA Connect discussion board to 
brainstorm ideas for blog posts, wiki content and other marketing strategies. 
* Allison (chair) will communicate with YALSA Staff Liaison and Board Liaison answer to 
members’ questions as they arise. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : * The Local Arrangements Committee will post one blog entry per 
month to the YALSA blog to share local information about Anaheim and promote YALSA's 
activities at Annual.  
 
* We will contribute articles to YALSA e-news as appropriate. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : We've had a couple of members miss our online chat meetings as a result 
of hectic schedules, but they were asked to read the chat transcripts and email the chair with any 
questions, ideas, or concerns. This strategy has worked out well; everyone is meeting deadlines 
on their assigned duties and participating as expected. 
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Additional Concerns or Comments : n/a 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : n/a 
 
 
Name of Group : Organization and Bylaws 
Chair's Name : Monique le Conge 
E-mail address : monique.leconge@cityofpaloalto.org 
Board Liaison : Monique le Conge 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To revise the Bylaws in order to clarify 
them and, when necessary, to recommend revision and amendment to improve them for the 
effective management of the division, for the achievement of its stated objectives, and to keep 
them in harmony with ALA Constitution and Bylaws; to study and review committee functions, 
recommending changes in committee structure; to advise on the organization handbook; and to 
make recommendations on other appropriate organizational matters. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Met with 
Beth and Sarah to review recommended work; continued to plan the committee division of 
responsibilities for the rest of the term. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Contact committees to confirm 
review of their charges.  Review and begin small group work on various tasks discussed with 
Beth and Sarah. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : None at this time. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 4 
 
Member Participation : None at this time. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
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Jack Martin 
 

 
Name of Group : Presidential Advisory Taskforce 2011-12 
Chair's Name : Jack Martin 
E-mail address : jackmartin@nypl.org 
Board Liaison : Jack Martin 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To provide support, guidance and advice to 
the incoming YALSA president during his/her first two years, when requested. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : To help 
create Presidential year theme Provide ideas for designing President's Program and institutes. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Research 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Program 
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : To continue honing ideas for the 
theme and to build out program ideas that fit the theme. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We'd like to build out a communication plan for membership once the 
theme has been decided upon. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : none 
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Additional Concerns or Comments : none 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  

 
Kim Patton 

 
 
Name of Group : Midwinter Trivia Night Planning Taskforce 
Chair's Name : Lucy M. Lockley 
E-mail address : llockley@stchlibrary.org 
Board Liaison : Kimberly Anne Patton 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : -- To plan and implement a YALSA book 
award trivia night on Friday Jan 20th, 2012 at the ALA Midwinter Meeting in Dallas in close 
cooperation with YALSA's Program Officer for Conferences & Events, including assisting on-
site with implementation and creating the trivia questions. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : -- Received 
excellent assistance from Nichole Gilbert, YALSA Program Officer for Events and Conferences, 
who arranged for a time & location, AV equipment, and refreshments for the trivia event during 
Midwinter.  
-- Chair requested a room and time on Friday afternoon, Jan 20th, 2012 (before the event) for 
taskforce members to meet and introduce themselves to each other; YALSA Program Officer for 
Events and Conferences made the arrangements for this. 
-- Chair requested prizes for top two - three winning teams and if possible, door prize or 
attendance prizes for everyone who comes to the trivia night event. 
-- Nichole Gilbert has again been very helpful and said she would contact vendors &/or 
publishers about possible prizes to be awarded for winning &/or attending the trivia night event. 
-- Have continued contact with taskforce members and worked with them via email, to develop 
questions related to YALSA book awards.  
-- Each member was assigned to write and submit six trivia questions, one representative of each 
of the six main YALSA book awards. 
-- In the past month, the taskforce has continued working with the questions and is dividing them 
up into three to four (possibly five) categories to be used during the trivia night event. 
-- One of those categories will require someone to be familiar with Photoshop software to 
produce the questions.  A committee member, Elizabeth Duffy, has found a volunteer to work on 
this set of questions for the taskforce. 
-- Elizabeth Duffy also suggested and arranged for Chris Vaccari from Sterling to act as 
MC/quizmaster for the trivia night event.  Mr. Vaccari has extensive experience as an MC for 
trivia events, will be attending ALA Midwinter in Dallas and has volunteered his services for the 
event. 
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-- Chair created and has had members using a private workspace for the Trivia Night Planning 
taskforce on ALA Connect. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Program 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : -- Will be fine-tuning the questions 
and adding some generic questions to each category to enhance the entertainment value during 
the course of the trivia night event. 
-- Will be creating category titles for each set of questions; something that 'hints' at but does not 
give away the type or topic of each question set. 
-- Will be contacting YALSA office to arrange for a conference call between taskforce members 
and Chris Vaccari (MC/quizmaster) to familiarize him with questions already developed and to 
get his input on generic questions. 
-- Chair will be asking for a volunteer to type of the question sets as a Power Point presentation 
to be used during the trivia night event. 
-- Attend ALA Midwinter in Dallas, assist in the implementation of the trivia night event on 
Friday evening Jan 20th, 2012, and have a good time. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : -- Nichole Gilbert put together a promotional 'ad' for the trivia night 
event and has had it published to advertise the upcoming event. 
-- Hope to continue using this ad to promote the event and Chair will encourage taskforce 
members to promote the event among co-workers, friends, family, and anyone who may be 
coming to ALA Midwinter in Dallas. 
-- Chair has been promoting (and will continue to promote) the trivia night event in all one-on-
one conversations &/or email exchanges with library staff and other members of ALA.   
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : -- Communication between Chair and all committee members via email 
has not always been effective. Did find it necessary to ask Board Liaison to contact one 
committee member to 'encourage' that individual to communicate with Chair. 
-- Working virtually can be difficult and is not always conducive to timely input but Chair has 
attempted to keep encouraging participation from all of the taskforce members. 
-- Chair had been hoping to be further along at this point but headway has been made in the past 
week. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
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Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  

 
 
Name of Group : Research Resources Clearinghouse Taskforce 
Chair's Name : Mari S Smith 
E-mail address : smitmari@my.dom.edu 
Board Liaison : Kim Patton 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : The goal of the clearinghouse is to help YA 
and secondary school librarians find resources that connect them with the latest in relevant 
research focused resources and opportunities, including analysis, experts, research-supporting 
organizations, funding sources and more. Work with YALSA's Web Services Manager 
beginning in Aug. to promote the resources on the wiki and to encourage members to contribute 
to it. Continue to add content to the wiki as new resources, links, etc. are identified. Work with 
appropriate YALSA groups, such as the Research Committee and Student Interest Group to raise 
awareness about the wiki and increase use. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : An article 
about the RRC for the YALSA E-news, a Twitter feed and an ad for the research journal, 
JRLYA, were published. Also, Sandra will be including the Clearinghouse in her editor's note.  
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Research 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Other (Please explain) 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We will continue to develop new 
ways to publicize the RRC. We will create three marketing materials for distribution at 
Midwinter and state level conferences. We are searching for new links to add to the 
Clearinghouse. Contact will be made with the Research Committee and Student Interest Group to 
discuss ways to publicize the wiki with these groups. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : There is no new information/news to share but the RRC will continue 
to be publicized. 
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Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : Members are slow to respond to ALA Connect messages but work does 
proceed eventually. As needed direct emails are sent to individual members. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : No 
 
If other, please describe : Some publicity for the RRC is done through the publicity for the 
research Ning and other research-related avenues. Thank you to those who include the RRC in 
their work. 
 
 
Name of Group : Summer Reading Taskforce 
Chair's Name : Charli Osborne 
E-mail address : charli.osborne@gmail.com  
Board Liaison : Kim Patton 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Between October 2011 and August 2012, to 
compile and/or create resources focused specifically on assisting librarians and library workers 
implement summer reading programs and activities that are designed for teens who are 
struggling readers, including teens who do not speak English as a first language and to 
disseminate them via places such as: YALS, YALSA e-news and YALSA's wiki as they are 
developed. To assist YALSA's Program Officer for Continuing Education in the planning and 
development of a summer reading webinar and a week-long YALSA Forum discussion in ALA 
Connect. To vet the applicants for the summer reading mini grants and choose 20 winners by 
Feb. 10th, 2012, according to eligibility requirements and responses to questions on the 
application form. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : We just got 
started at the end of October, so nothing as yet.  
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Outreach 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We will be working on adding 
resources to help the membership in providing quality summer reading programming for 
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struggling and ESL readers and disseminating them to YALS, YALSA e-news and YALSA's 
wiki as they are developed. I have asked each of the taskforce members to find/compile/create 
three resources each.  
 
I've asked YALSA's Program Officer, Eve Gaus, for a timeline of when we should begin work 
on the webinar.  
 
I've warned the taskforce members that when the grant applications come in, they usually have a 
very tight turnaround time, so they can be ready. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We want to share the resources with all of the publications as they are 
developed. We also want to promote the webinar and YALSA Forum discussion once those are 
set and ready to go. And of course we want to push for grant applications.  
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : None.  
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 

 
Shannon Peterson 

 
 
Name of Group : Guidelines for Public Libraries Task Force 
Chair's Name : Katherine Trouern-Trend 
E-mail address : kttrend@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Shannon Peterson 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : YALSA Guidelines for Public Libraries 
Task Force will develop a full set of guidelines for physical and virtual teen spaces in public 
libraries. This document will present an overarching set of policies that advises the library 
community about how teen spaces should be developed for optimal benefit to young adults in 
our communities. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Task Force 
members worked to incorporate board feedback to prepare the guidelines for the public comment 
period. The document has been posted for public comment on the YALSA website and has been 
disseminated through virtual channels to solicit member and library feedback. The public 
comment period will end on Nov. 21. 
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Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Research 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : On November 22, Task Force 
members Audrey Sumser, Kimberly Bolan Cullin and Katherine Trouern-Trend will review 
public feedback and devise a plan to incorporate this feedback into the final draft to be submitted 
by December 21.  
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : The Task Force will publish a summary of the process in developing 
the guidelines and a thank you to all those who contributed. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : The draft guidelines were late in being submitted for public comment due 
to a revised schedule to which all task force members agreed. Though each task force member 
has contributed to the project, there was a drop off in communication/participation by both 
Samantha Marker and Caroline Aversano. Emails were sent to the group as a whole asking for a 
firm commitment in helping to prepare the guidelines for the public comment period or to be 
excused due to time constraints. There was no response from either of these two members. All 
other members have maintained consistent communication and commitment to the project. I 
continue to include both Samantha and Caroline on the communications. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
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Name of Group : Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults 
Chair's Name : Valerie Davis 
E-mail address : valeried.davis@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Shannon Peterson 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To annually prepare one to five annotated 
list(s) of approximately twenty-five recommended paperback titles, selected from popular 
reading/genre themes or topics.   
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Members 
continued to nominate books for their lists.  Field nominations were requested via national and 
state level listservs, as well as through articles on the Hub and the newsletter. Final Nominations 
were received at the beginning of the month.   
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Research 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Committee members will finish 
reading all books on their list and prepare to finalize and mold the four lists at Midwinter in 
Dallas.  Will continue to place articles on the Hub and in the newsletter.   
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We have articles on how the lists can be utilized by libraries being 
written by committee members.  
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : All members are working well and contributing.  
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Additional Concerns or Comments : No concerns.  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 
 
Name of Group : Morris 2012 
Chair's Name : Teri Lesesne 
E-mail address : lis_tsl@shsu.edu 
Board Liaison : Shannon Peterson 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To select from the previous year's 
publications a short list of five of the best young adult books written by a first time author, then 
to select one winner from among the five. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : As a 
committee we continue to read books either sent from the publishers or sought by committee 
members from other sources.  We have conducted online chats at ALA Connect.  We have also 
completed surveys in an attempt to winnow down the nominations in advance of coming up with 
our shortlist in December. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We will continue to use our 
discussion forum at ALA Connect for ongoing conversation about the nominated titles.  We also 
use our distribution list for other work of the committee.  After Thanksgiving, we will have an 
online chat to finalize our short list.  We will meet during midwinter to determine the winner of 
the Morris Award for 2012. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Our shortlist will be made public in December. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
 
Member Participation : It is awfully difficult to find a common time to meet in an online setting 
with all 9 members given that we are in different parts of the country and in different job 
situations.  Haven’t to come up with a shortlist before our next FTF meeting is daunting! 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : I have received an email via ALA Connect about helping 
with more publicity for the award but cannot respond to the sender as she does not have an email 
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address at ALA Connect.  Also, we continue to express concern about a couple of matters.  We 
need to really plan about what to do about self-published and POD books and eBooks.  In 
addition, we need to consider honoring these books and authors at annual and not midwinter if 
this award is ever to achieve prominence of any kind. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 

 
Name of Group : Readers' Choice Task Force 
Chair's Name : Gail Zachariah  
E-mail address : gzachariah@ci.keene.nh.us 
Board Liaison : Shannon Peterson 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To oversee the development of YALSA's 
2011 readers' choice list, including confirming the genres/categories; receiving, organizing and 
vetting the nominations; and assisting staff with disseminating nominations and conducting the 
online vote in November. The chair will work with the taskforce to develop and expand policies 
and procedures based on the work of the previous taskforce and pass them on to the next chair. 
The taskforce will also write and submit a report to the Board for their January 2012 meeting that 
includes recommendations for improving the process for 2012. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Our 
committee vetted and finalized the Readers' Choice ballot containing 87 titles. 
The committee discussed improvements that would enhance the process. 
I discussed promotion ideas with Melissa McBride of the 2012 YALSA Awards & Booklist 
Marketing Task Force. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : In the next months, we will continue 
to make suggestions for improvement and work on the promotion of the award. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : The final list will be publicized. 
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Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : Everyone participated as required. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : Some of our ideas on improving the process include: 
 
Revising the nomination form to make it easier and shorter.   
 
We suggest adding check boxes on the form that have to be checked off such as "was this book 
published for the 1st time between Nov. 1 and Oct. 31.?" "Is this a book published for young 
people ages 12 - 18?" 
 
Instead of asking for an annotation, we think the form could ask the nominator to "describe the 
book in your own words."  Few people provided annotations. Some were booktalks, some were 
reviews, but most were plagiarized from someplace else. 
 
It was difficult to follow the vetting procedures established.  The most difficult aspect was the 
requirement of 6 nominations.  We did have some nominations that were repeats of previous 
titles but most were one time nominations.  I think that publicizing the names of the books 
nominated - without the number of times they were nominated - encouraged this.  This year, we 
included all eligible nominations on the ballot.  We could have used a cut-off of 3 nominations 
for some categories but other categories had only single nominations.  We definitively 
recommend that next year the numbers of nominations is also announced. 
 
To keep everything transparent, I would recommend that ineligible books also be listed on the 
YALSA website with an explanation for why the books aren't eligible.  Some of the reasons 
books weren't eligible this year where that they were reprinted not published during the year, 
only available in Australia, only available in digital format, or that the nomination came from an 
employee of the publisher. 
 
It would be nice to have more direction regarding electronic books.  With Nichole's assistance, 
we viewed books that were available in only electronic format as "not widely available in the 
U.S."  
 
The idea of genres is difficult too.  We tried to keep books in the category they were nominated 
for but sometimes they were just wrong. Even now I think some books are in the wrong 
category.  
 
We are looking forward to the results of the ballot. Overall, I think the members of this task force 
are proud to be part of this first time list.  We are sure that next year the process will be much 
smoother and the resulting ballot will be much stronger as well. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
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Sara Ryan 
 

 
Name of Group : Continuing Education Advisory Task Force 
Chair's Name : Mari Hardacre 
E-mail address : mhardacre@acpl.info 
Board Liaison : Sara Ryan 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : The function statement of the Member 
Group is:  To provide feedback to YALSA's Program Officer for Continuing Education on: 1) 
appropriate and timely topics for continuing education offerings and 2) identifying qualified 
individuals to facilitate continuing education sessions.  To assist the Program Officer for CE as 
requested with promoting CE opportunities and recognizing the contribution of facilitators, 
presenters, etc.  Taskforce size: 5 - 7 virtual members.  The Program Officer for CE will serve as 
staff liaison. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : We gave 
input to Eve Gaus regarding possible presenters and presentation topics. 
 
We also gave feedback regarding the new online form for continuing education program 
proposals.  We also helped promote the new form online. 
 
At the request of Sarah Flowers, I contacted Ismail Abdullahi regarding the ALA Education 
Assembly but haven't received any reports from him yet.  I will contact him after Midwinter to 
ask for a copy of their meeting report. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Other (Please explain) 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We will continue to respond to Eve's 
requests. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : None at the moment. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
 
Member Participation : It's been fine so far. 
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Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : We mostly give feedback. 
 
 
Name of Group : Editorial Advisory Board 
Chair's Name : Kim Bolan Cullin 
E-mail address : kim@rethinkinglibraries.org 
Board Liaison : Sara Ryan 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To serve as advisor to the editor of YALS 
on the content of the journal by assisting with soliciting a diverse group of contributors, 
identifying timely topics for articles and generating ideas for topical or theme issues when 
requested from the editor. To assist with the search process for a new editor, when appropriate. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Provided 
feedback to Megan Honig pertaining to a variety of article submissions. Committee Chair met 
with Stevie Kuenn and Megan Honig to discuss and launch YALS companion website. Chair 
created an EAB contributors schedule. EAB members will be scheduled on a monthly basis to 
provide content to enhance the current issue of YALS and its companion website. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Continue to assist with article review 
and finding authors and content ideas for YALS and write content for the new YALS companion 
website. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : None at this time. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : None at this time. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
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Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : None 
 
 
Name of Group : Fabulous Films for Young Adults 
Chair's Name : Sarah Sogigian 
E-mail address : sarah@masslibsystem.org 
Board Liaison : Sara Ryan 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To annually select films especially 
significant to young adults from those currently available for purchase; to annually prepare one 
annotated list based on a chosen theme of at least ten and no more than twenty-five 
recommended titles. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : We 
continued with our nominations and voting. While our program proposal was not approved for 
ALA Annual 2012, we still wanted to provide some additional tie in options to compliment our 
list. We started researching read alikes, listen alikes, and view alikes for our nominated titles. 
Though we still don't know what our final list will be, getting some of the work done now will 
help us focus on voting at Midwinter. We also promoted our committee using the flyers that 
were created.  
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Research 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Outreach 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We will finish up our initial voting, 
and nominated close on Dec 1. We have had a huge flurry of interest since Summer ended, so we 
will use Dec and Jan to catch up on all outstanding titles. My goal for the group is to have as 
many titles viewed by everyone as possible. There are some titles that members are having 
trouble accessing, so we will watch those as a group in Dallas. We'll also do our final vote, create 
our list of 25 titles, and add our "alikes". 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We will share our final list, our read/watch/listen alikes, and possibly 
some programming ideas that will complement our list.  
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
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Member Participation : One member found her application to attend Midwinter was denied, so I 
worked with Sara Ryan and Beth Yoke to find out how this would affect our group. We have a 
solution that not only allows the group to continue on as planned, but will allow some 
participation from the member who cannot attend. I was relieved to find out that after all her 
work on the committee,  she would still be able to participate. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : Our primary concern at this point is the definition of the 
word "film". More and more, we are getting nominations of web series, which are released on 
disc, but are more in the tradition of TV series, not films. They connect, but aren't as seamless as 
a film. And they are wonderfully creative, produced and brilliant. We just aren't sure what to do 
with them. It might be time to redefine what is allowed to be included on the list.  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 
Name of Group : 2012 YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 
Chair's Name : Jennifer Hubert Swan 
E-mail address : jhubert@lrei.org 
Board Liaison : Sara Ryan 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To annually select the best non-fiction title 
published for young adults between November 1 of the preceding year and October 31 of the 
current year, available in English in the United States and, if desired, to also select honor titles. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : For the past 
three months we have been reading, nominating and discussing online nonfiction titles with the 
potential to be YALSA award winners.  
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Our nominations ended November 7, 
2011. We will be conducting two conference calls on Nov. 18 and Dec. 5 to discuss all the 
nominations and to determine our finalists. We will then determine our winner at a meeting 
during ALA Midwinter in Dallas, and present the award on Monday, January 23rd.  
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What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : After our shortlist is made public, that will most likely be shared with 
various YALSA publications. We will also be writing annotations for the finalists and the 
nominations list, which will be made public after the winner is announced. These annotations 
will probably also be submitted to a YALSA publication.  
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : I have no participation concerns.  
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  

 
Christopher Shoemaker 

 
 
Name of Group : Margaret A. Edwards Award Committee 2012 
Chair's Name : Susan Fichtelberg 
E-mail address : sfichtelberg@woodbridgelibrary.org 
Board Liaison : Chris Shoe Maker 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To select a living author or co-author as well 
as a specific body of his or her work, who has made a significant and lasting contribution to 
literature for young adults.  The book or books should be accepted by young people as an 
authentic voice that continues to illuminate their experiences and emotions, giving insight into 
their lives. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : The 
committee discussed via listserv all of the authors and their works as determined by vote at 
Annual.  We have also taken one vote to narrow down this and will take one more in order to 
have the list of three authors to give to the YALSA office by Dec. 1st. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We will take one more vote and then 
reread and discuss the three authors so as to be prepared to select the winner at Mid-Winter. 
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What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : The winner will be announced at Mid-Winter 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : All members participate in a professional manner. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 
 
Name of Group : YALSA IG/DG Task Force 
Chair's Name : Stephanie D. Reynolds 
E-mail address : stephanie.reynolds@uky.edu 
Board Liaison : Chris Shoemaker 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Using evaluation techniques such as surveys 
and one-on-one discussions with those who have and haven't participated in Discussion and 
Interest Groups, evaluate the current structure of these groups and their level of success at 
providing members with an opportunity for virtual participation in the association. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Submit a 
preliminary report to the Board by no later than Dec. 23, 2011 for them to discuss at their 
January meeting. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Other (Please explain) 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We are communicating via ALA 
Connect to develop a survey that will obtain feedback from YALSA interest/discussion group 
chairs. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We will provide the results of the survey and any actions planned as a 
result of that feedback. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 4 
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Member Participation : Participation in the ALA Connect discussion could be better, but it's 
improving. A communication issue on my part resulted in a delay in the group getting started. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : The taskforce is working on new ways to encourage interest/discussion 
group engagement. 
 
 
Name of Group : Teen Read Week 
Chair's Name : RoseMary Honnold 
E-mail address : rhonnold@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Chris Shoemaker 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To assist with the planning and 
implementation of a week-long national initiative to that gives libraries the opportunity to 
encourage their teens to read for the fun of it. 
Committee responsibilities include: Developing content for the Teen Read Week web site such 
as professional resources for YA librarians, program and display ideas and lists of recommended 
resources; promoting Teen Read Week through efforts such as: contributing items to appropriate 
magazines, blogs, etc. for the library, education and literature fields and/or offering conference 
programs and publications as appropriate; assisting staff with the selection of an annual theme. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : July The 
Committee voted on the Dollar General Grant applications and selected ten winners. The list of 
winners was sent to the YALSA office. A runner up was selected. 
 
August 
A book list was started at the TRW wiki. 
The photo contest link was posted on yaac and R Honnold's Facebook page and requested to be 
put on personal Facebook pages of the committee members. 
Wrote to Elizabeth Saxton to ask about webinar for writing a blog post. No response. 
Compiled book and movie lists on wiki.  
Assigned writing project to Kate for I love libraries. Completed 8/30/11. Sent to Stevie. 
Sent out invites to write on blog. 
Stevie cleaned up wiki. 
Sent to YALSA newsletter 8/24/11: 
The Teen Read Week is coming soon! School and public libraries across the nation will be 
celebrating books and teens and libraries during Teen Read Week, October 16 â€“ 22, 2011. The 
Teen Read Week committee encourages you to Picture It @ your library with displays and 
independent and social programs in your library and through social media and library websites 
online. Books, software, video and audio media, apps, and more can be used to show teens how 
to picture themselves as readers, creators, contributors, and leaders in schools, libraries, and 
communities. Take time to browse YALSA’s Teen Read Week website 
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(http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2011/home.cfm), the Teen Read 
Week wiki (http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Teen_Read_Week), and watch the YALSA blog 
(http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/) for ideas and materials to help celebrate with your teens! 
YALSA Blog assignments made 8/24/11:  
September 1: Sarah Russo writing about  displays.  
September  8: Jessica Skaggs writing about books. 
September 15: Kate Vasilik writing about promotion. 
September 22: Courtney Lewis writing about programs. 
September 29: Molly M. Collins writing about TRW in schools/working with schools during 
TRW. 
 
September 
Weekly blog posts by committee members. 
Sent to newsletter 9/27/11: 
Teen Read Week is October 16-22, Are You Ready? Picture It @ your library! 
Check out the YALSA Blog http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/, the Teen Read Week website 
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2011/home.cfm, and the Teen Read 
Week wiki http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Teen_Read_Week for great ideas for booklists, 
displays, programs, promotion, and more! Share what your library is doing to celebrate Teen 
Read Week: http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/2011_Events_%26_Programs_@_your_library. 
Do you have a great idea for next year's Teen Read Week theme? Email RoseMary Honnold at 
rhonnold@gmail.com! 
Made Teen Read Week blog posts assignments, each writing about TRW events in their libraries 
or other libraries. 
October 16, Paige B.  
October 17, RoseMary 
October 18  Sarah 
October 19 Courtney 
October 20 Kate 
October 21  Molly 
October 22 Jessica 
Username: trw 
Password: yalsa_blog 
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/wp-login.php 
Posted a list of resources for TRW on yalsa-bk and yaac lists. 
Generated theme ideas for 2012:  
Add to Your Favorites @ Your Library - classics/new classics Books on the Edge â€“ edgy, 
suspenseful titles, or those dealing with crisis Be Awesome @ your library -  favorite fiction 
characters, do it yourself books, and biographies 
Listen Up! @ your library-   audiobooks/music 
Sleuthing 101 @ your library â€“   Mystery/Detectives/True Crime 
Reading Road Manual @ your library â€“   Transportation-all modes/fiction and nonfiction titles 
could apply 
It Was a Dark and Stormy Night @ your library  Scary stories, horror, sci-fi 
Play Ball @ your library â€“   Sports-related fiction and non-fiction 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2011/home.cfm
http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Teen_Read_Week
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/teenreading/trw/trw2011/home.cfm
http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Teen_Read_Week
http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/2011_Events_%26_Programs_@_your_library
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Move It @ your library”  Adventure, dance, sports (fiction and nonfiction), interactive video 
gaming like DDR/Just Dance 
Sharing Stories @ your library â€“   Journal Entries--Memoirs/Diaries 
Feel the love @ your library â€“   Romance, relationships and realistic fiction, romantic manga, 
summer flings 
Waste Not, Want Not @ your library â€“   Recycling/Reusing/Repurposing/Remaking 
Track It Down @ Your Library - mystery/sleuthing, searching, information/internet, outdoors-y 
hiking, geography Uncover Secrets @ Your Library - mystery/sleuthing, searching, 
information/internet, Post Secret tie-in, autobiography, history, science investigation Observe It 
@ Your Library - science, astronomy, historical fiction, history Discover Yourself @ Your 
Library - historical fiction, travel, psychology/self-help, genealogy, geography Design It @ Your 
Library - fashion, interior design, computer programming, architecture, YA fiction focusing on 
creative types Express Yourself @ Your Library - Writing, artistic endeavors, hobbies and crafts, 
diary fiction Record It @ Your Library - music industry, history tie-ins, 
epistolary/chronicle/diary fiction, filmmaking, podcasts Find Your Passion @ Your Library - 
obvious romance/love theme, hobbies, career, any genre fiction, craft/writing tie-ins Get Social 
@ your library â€“ social media What's Your Status? @ your library â€“ social media Like 
Reading @ your library - social media 
 
October 
Posts made to blog every day of Teen Read Week. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? : Publication 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : From Nov. -- Jan. solicit, gather, 
write and edit content for a theme specific 
2012 TRW guide for librarians. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We plan to generate publications for TRW 2012. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
Member Participation : All of the committee members participated and contributed. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
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If other, please describe : 
 
 
Name of Group : 2012 YA Literature Symposium Task Force 
Chair's Name : Kate Pickett 
E-mail address : pickett.kate@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Chris Shoemaker 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To assist YALSA staff with the planning, 
marketing and implementation of YALSA's 2012 Young Adult Literature Symposium, including 
the creation and maintenance of an online social networking site (via Ning) that will be the 
primary marketing tool for the event, vetting symposium papers and proposals, vetting 
scholarship applications and more. Members will regularly add content to the social networking 
site in order to build excitement for and share information about the event. Members will work 
with YALSA's Web Services Manager to create and assist with the implementation of a 
marketing plan. Members work with presenters leading up to the symposium to ensure high 
quality programs. Size: 5 to 7 members, including the chair. Members conduct taskforce work 
virtually, but are expected to attend the symposium. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Our goal 
over the past 3 months has been to advertise and promote the call for proposals and research that 
closes on November 15th.  We have been posting to list servs, YALSA blogs, YALSA E-News 
and more. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Outreach 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Over the next three months we will 
be: 
-evaluating submitted proposals 
-marketing scholarship opportunities 
-writing a promotional piece for YALS 
-working on a promotional video 
-continuing to foster a online community through the Ning -selecting and notifying proposals 
and applicants 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We will continue to submit blurbs for YALSA E-News as well as a 
piece for YALS.  I would still like to work with the new research journal but we may have to 
brainstorm a new approach. 
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Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
Member Participation : None.  Everyone is doing great! 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : The only snag that we ran into was the publishing schedule of the new 
YALSA research journal.  We really wanted to market this opportunity to the audience of that 
publication.  However, unfortunately their publication date was too late to get the word out in 
time for the November 15th deadline. 
 

 
Stephanie Squicciarini 

 
 
Name of Group : Advocacy Resources Update TF 
Chair's Name : Sarah Ludwig 
E-mail address : sarah.ludwig@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Stephanie Squicciarini 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : In order to continue to meet YALSA's 
advocacy goal of the strategic plan the Task Force will: 
 
[NO LONGER A TASK]-Update the YALSA advocacy toolkit, "Speaking Up for Library 
Services to Teens," to include information about advocacy at the local, state, and regional levels 
and present 
the updated document to the YALSA Board by their Midwinter 2011 meeting. 
 
-Work with the YALSA Continuing Education Coordinator to develop a canned presentation for 
member use with administrators on the need for strong YA services in libraries, 
to be completed by December 30, 2010. 
 
-Between January 2011 and December 30, 2011, work with the YALSA Communications 
Specialist to promote (via YALSA publications, email, and listservs) the updated 
advocacy toolkit and the variety of advocacy presentations available from YALSA and 
encourage members to use them in presentations at the local, state, and regional levels. 
 
-Provide a progress report to the YALSA Board for their meeting at Annual 2011 and a final 
report for the 2012 Midwinter Meeting. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Frankly, I am 
very disappointed in the work of this TF, myself included. When we were asked to redo our 
canned presentation, I asked the group to collaborate on a Google doc, dividing the topics among 
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group members. Some members did a great job, while others lagged or produced sub-par work. I 
have been struggling with creating a cohesive, clear document from their content. The current 
iteration is here:  
https://docs.google.com/present/edit?id=0AeZAlnUA-BZGZHdwbXhkcV8yNTNjNHp3ZzZocQ 
 
I will continue to work on the presentation, but I would love feedback from YALSA before I 
spend much more time on it. Are we going in the right direction? I have attempted to convey all 
of YALSA's first round of feedback to the TF, but I'm not sure it is reflected in this product. My 
group has consistently been late meeting deadlines and I have found myself picking up much of 
the slack. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : I will wait to hear from YALSA. In 
addition, we have not addressed the additional tasks of the group, namely, working with Stevie 
on promoting the toolkit and presentation. I will be at Midwinter and am happy to report to the 
board, but at this point I do not have much to report on.  
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : I need to hear from YALSA about this. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 4 
 
Member Participation : The entire group has struggled with deadlines. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : I'm very sorry that this TF has not accomplished more in the 
past months. I do feel responsible and a bit stalled out. I look forward to your feedback. Thank 
you. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : None. 

 
 
Name of Group : Amazing Audiobooks for Young Adults 
Chair's Name : Jennifer Lawson 
E-mail address : libjenlawson@google.com 
Board Liaison : Stephanie Squicciarini 
 

mailto:libjenlawson@google.com
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Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To select, annotate, and present for 
publication an annual list of notable audio recordings significant to young adults from those 
released in the past two years. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : We've 
continued to listen to as many audiobooks as possible and have reviewed 342 titles to date.  95 
titles, or 27.7%, have been nominated, with 3 nominations coming from the field.   
 
Committee members with listening plans have caught up to approximately 75% of the listening 
goals set in place.   
 
I have also updated the nominations list each month and sent out calls for nominations from the 
field. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Other (Please explain) 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : By the end of November, we will 
have reviewed 352 titles.  All of the nominations will have at least two listeners, with some 
having up to six. 
We will stop listening to new titles at this time and focus on nominations.   
 
As a result, we will pass 63 titles on to next year's committee.  At the beginning of the year, I had 
hoped that listening to an average of two hours per day would be enough to reduce that to zero.  
All but two of our committee members have achieved that goal, with some surpassing it, and we 
still fell short.  This is in part due to the fact that we had more adult audiobook titles submitted to 
us this year.  Books on Tape (Listening Library) submitted approximately 25-30 adult titles, 
whereas last year they submitted none.  All in all, however, I think our committee can be proud 
of the fact that they were able to reduce the number of titles passed on from 100 to 63.   
 
This last month has brought in a lot of new nominations - more than we will be able to give the 
requisite 6 listeners for voting purposes.  Therefore, at the beginning of December, we will do a 
straw poll to determine which nominations are the strongest.  We will then focus our listening on 
these titles.  My hope is that we will only have to abandon a few. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : None. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
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Member Participation : Three members were behind on their listening in the past few months.  
One of them has caught up entirely and the other two have kept themselves from falling further 
behind.  As I know you're aware, the member who is furthest behind has a listening plan in place.  
The others were not as far behind, so I sent monthly reminders of where they stood and asked 
them to add a little extra listening if possible.  I've also shared with them the different techniques 
I use to keep up with my listening in the hopes that one or two might fit into their schedule. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : Calls for nominations have been sent out to the YALSA-bk listservs. 

 
 

 
Name of Group : Alex Awards Committee (2012) 
Chair's Name : Karen Keys 
E-mail address : keys.karen@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Stephanie A. Squicciarini 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To select from the previous year's 
publications ten books written for adults which have special appeal for young adults, ages 12 
through 18. Committee size: 9 plus one consultant from Booklist and one administrative assistant 
if requested.   
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Committee 
members have continued requesting, reading, reviewing, and nominating titles.  
 
Total Books Requested, Reviewed or Received Unsolicited: 277 Field Nominations: 13 (field 
nominations require a second) Committee Nominations: 35 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Other (Please explain) 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We will continue to request, review, 
and nominate titles for the 2012 Alex Awards.  
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What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : None at this time.  
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : One member resigned and another member joined the committee. 
Additionally, we have had a member who has had both personal and health issues. I have been 
unable to reach her for two months. Due to the nature of her problems, I have decided not to 
address her participation, but asked her to let me know how I could help and support her.   
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : It's been a rough year for our committee, but I am confident 
we will find 10 award-worthy titles and release an awesome vetted list. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : Promotion of Alex Awards (and requests for field nominations) on 
email discussion lists and social media. 
 
 
Name of Group : Great Books Giveaway Jury 
Chair's Name : Carolyn Dietz 
E-mail address : cdietz@slpl.org 
Board Liaison : Stephanie Squicciarini 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Judge applications for the YALSA Great 
Book Giveaway Jury Award. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : I sent an 
email to the jury members in August to get their suggestions on how to promote the award.  I 
wrote an article that was submitted to YALSA E-News.  I also posted information promoting the 
award on the YALSA Facebook page and Twitter.      
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We will review applications in 
December and select the award winners. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Winners could be announced on the YALSA Blog and in the YALSA 
E-News. 
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Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : No concerns at this point. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  

 
Gail Tobin 

 
 
 
Name of Group : Odyssey Award 
Chair's Name : Lizette Hannegan 
E-mail address : lizhannegan@mac.com 
Board Liaison : Gail Tobin 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : Charge: To annually select the best 
audiobook produced for children and/or young adults, available in English in the United States, 
to also select honor titles.   
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : The past 
three months have brought several important deadlines for the Odyssey committee - our first 
round of Nominations occurred October 1st (the second will be December 1st) and the producer 
deadline of October 31st has passed. The tally of submitted titles (as of this date, 11/10/11 is 515, 
a significant increase from past years.    
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : The final round of Nominations on 
December 1st will determine the audiobooks that will be discussed in Dallas.  Once the final 
nominations are sent to committee members, significant critical listening tasks will prepare 
committee members for our discussions and deliberations at Midwinter.   
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What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : In the next three months the culminating activity of the Youth Media 
Awards will cause much anticipation and attention to outstanding audiobooks for children and 
young adults.   
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : We did have a very late resignation (early October) from the committee 
that caused some consternation among the committee.  Once a decision was made to continue 
without appointing a replacement, the committee has moved forward and continued their 
excellent work.   
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : None at this time. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : The strategy of collaboration cannot be emphasized too much - the 
committee has developed a fine, collegial working environment and members representing both 
ALSC and YALSA learn a great deal from each other.   
 
 
Name of Group : Wrestlemania Reading Challenge Jury 
Chair's Name : Lyn Miller-Lachmannn 
E-mail address : lynml@me.com 
Board Liaison : Gail Tobin  
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To plan and provide resources for the 2011-
2012 Reading Challenge by updating and expanding the existing toolkit for August 1 
distribution; maintaining a page on the YALSA wiki; judging teen contest entries in November-
December; creating trivia questions for the required reads by March 1, and other activities 
requested by the Board. Judge student contest entries and choose a winner by Dec. 31, 2011. 
Submit pre and post conference reports to the Board, or additional ones as requested. All 
members virtual, with at least one member continuing from the previous jury. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Having 
updated and expanded the toolkit, our committee issued three monthly blasts to participating 
schools and libraries on aspects related to organizing and implementing the Reading Challenge. 
The August blast, which went out the third week of August was written by jury member Amy 
Alessio and focused on marketing the Reading Challenge to preteens and teens. The September 
blast, which went out the second week in September, was written by Jane Gov and was an 
annotated reading list of suggested titles for three grade levels published in the past 12 months. 
The October blast--again the work of Amy Alessio--focused on organizing a party for the 
participants to create their  entries. This month's blast, from Sharon Levin, is due next week and 
will be on promoting reading and the library beyond the period of the Reading Challenge. All of 
these were additional activities suggested by the director and  d board. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
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Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Continuous Learning 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Program 
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : In addition to the final e-mail blast, 
we will judge the contest entries and send the names of the winners and runners-up to YALSA. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Announcement of Reading Challenge winners 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : None 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : I do have one concern. I received word that because of a 
mix-up involving WWE, promotional materials were not sent out to all the libraries and schools 
that requested them. For this reason, the local judging deadlines were pushed back from 
November 22 to December 6. However, our jury's deadline for announcing the winner is still 
December 31. Unfortunately, I am going out of the country from December 18-30 and will have 
limited access to the internet. I was planning to do my own judging before I left, but it's possible 
that the entries will not arrive before my departure--and I suspect that other jury members will 
have similar challenges during the holidays. I would like to request a one-week judging 
extension until January 6. 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe:  
 

 
 

Sarajo Wentling 
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Name of Group : Best Fiction for Young Adults, 2012 
Chair's Name : Patti Tjomsland 
E-mail address : dizneygrl@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Sarajo Wentling 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To select from the year's publications 
significant fiction books (excluding graphic novels) published for young adults; to annotate the 
selected titles. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : The BFYA 
committee finalized the list of nominations on November 1st.  211 titles have been nominated.  
We have communicated since Annual in New Orleans through email and by posting on ALA 
Connect.  Our list has been updated monthly on the web and shared with various groups.  Our 
final list of 211 nominations is posted online.  I've emailed Susi Grissom, Teen session contact, 
several times and sent her the final list. 
I've emailed all of the publishers their lists of nominees.   
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : The committee is now in the full-on 
reading phase, with our goal to be at 100% readership of the 211 titles.  I will poll members 
about their readership frequently over the next month.  Members are filling out a Google doc for 
which books they need to borrow.  We will complete a straw poll in late December.   
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Our list has been uploaded to the web.  We will be sharing the link on 
several list servs.   
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : none 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : none 
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Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe : see above 
 
 
Name of Group : ABC-CLIO/Greenwood/YALSA Service to Young Adults Achievement 
Award 
Chair's Name : Paula Brehm-Heeger 
E-mail address : paulabrehmheeger@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Sarajo Wentling 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To work with the YALSA's Web Services 
Manager to promote the award and to solicit applicants, then to use established criteria to select 
one winner for YALSA's Greenwood Publishing Group's Service to Young Adults Achievement 
Award. The winner must be selected between December 2011 and the end of January 2012. The 
work of the jury will officially end when a final report is submitted to the Board by February 15, 
2012. Jury size: 3-5 virtual members, including the chair, and with one member continuing from 
the previous jury. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : Talked to 
YALSA Office about application process; developing formal evaluation tool to be used in 
selection process; spoke with past chair for tips and details about the work of the jury; notified of 
slight name change to award by YALSA staff 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Outreach 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Receive nomination forms; engage 
jury members in reviewing and evaluating nominees; select winner; work with YALSA staff to 
publicize winner and award. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Press release, possible article in YALS about the winner; blog post 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 2 
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Member Participation : I have not heard as much as I would like from one member as I would 
like.  Once nominations are received I will contact her via phone if necessary. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :     
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :    
 
 
Name of Group : 2012 Printz Committee 
Chair's Name : Erin Helmrich 
E-mail address : erinhelmrich@gmail.com 
Board Liaison : Sarajo Wentling  
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To select from the previous year's 
publications the best young adult book ("best" being defined solely in terms of literary merit) 
and, if the Committee so decides, as many as four Honor Books. The Committee will also have 
the opportunity for input into the oversight and planning of the Printz Awards Program.  
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : The 
committee has been working hard, reading intensely, discussing daily online, and we also 
conducted an online chat on Nov. 2, 2011. We weren't charged with anything in particular 
beyond our charge. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Continuous Learning 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : We're on the home stretch now and 
still reading new titles furiously, nominating titles, re-reading past nominated titles and working 
towards our Dec. 15 nominating deadline. We're ready to meet in January in Dallas and make 
our decision! 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Nothing at this time 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : There have been no concerns - an excellent group! 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
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Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 
 
Name of Group : Teens' Top Ten 
Chair's Name : Rachael Myers 
E-mail address : rachael_myers@horacemann.org 
Board Liaison : Sarajo Wentling 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To facilitate the exchange of information 
and galleys of books published within the current and previous publishing years among the 
voting teen group members as well as the non-voting members; to annually prepare the "Teens' 
Top 10" list for Teen Read Week; and to coordinate the public electronic vote. To assist with the 
collection and vetting of applications from libraries who wish to host an official reading group. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : The winners 
of Teens' Top Ten were announced with a record number of participating teens!  Our committee 
also evaluated grant applications for the Dollar General Grant.  All committee members read 
over applications and completed a survey to determine which library collections would receive 
the grant.  Committee members Elizabeth Hanisian and Clara Hendricks have been regularly 
updating the spreadsheets tracking both nominations sent to us from the galley groups and 
galleys being sent by publishers.  They have done an excellent job keeping those up-to-date.  
Carrie Kausch finished a huge project updating our list of publisher contacts so that all 
publishers listed are active in the program and their information is current.  Most recently our 
committee was asked to work on a Ten Years of Teens' Top Ten Book that would come out next 
fall and celebrate the 10th anniversary of the program.  
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
Advocacy 
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Outreach 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : To find out more about the plans for 
the Ten Years of Teens' Top Ten book and organize an online meeting to discuss with the 
committee to see if they'd be willing to work on this.  We will continue to update the 
nominations and galleys spreadsheets. 
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What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : n/a 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 1 Accomplished Exceedingly Well 
 
Member Participation : Committee Members are following through with all tasks. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments :  
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 

 
 

Christian Zabriskie 
 
Name of Group : YALSA Legislative Committee 
Chair's Name : Carrie Rogers-Whitehead 
E-mail address : crwhitehead@slcolibrary.org 
Board Liaison : Christian Zabriskie 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To inform librarians and library workers 
who serve young adults of pending legislation which affects young adults and library service to 
that population; to provide librarians and library workers with tools and resources to help them 
educate elected officials and lobby for strong library services to teens; to liaise with the ALA 
Legislation Committee; and to provide support to the YALSA Board with developing an annual 
legislative agenda. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : I left on 
maternity leave September 19th so I have not been around to do as much work as last three 
months. Primarily the work we've been doing so far is gathering names to select as advocates for 
a new Advocate of the Month program. The question form has been finished and sent to 
Stephanie K. Soon we will start promoting this and putting our own advocates out there. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Advocacy 
 
Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Outreach 
Collaboration 
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What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : Roll out the advocate of the month 
by the beginning of next year. Also, we want to gather stories of advocacy to put in a YALS 
article. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : Our Advocate of the Month program 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 4 
 
Member Participation : My members have been great, especially Michael Schor and Lizz Zitron. 
Carrie Wuensch is leaving on maternity leave and so she will not be as active throughout the 
next 3 months. She has already talked to me about this and will check her personal email from 
time to time.  
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : None 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : Yes 
 
If other, please describe :  
 
 
Name of Group : Website Advisory Committee 
Chair's Name : Jessica Sullenberger 
E-mail address : jdsullenberger@hdpl.org 
Board Liaison : Christian Zabriskie 
 
Committee Jury or Task Force Function Statement : To regularly evaluate the YALSA website 
and to assist the YALSA staff with creating and maintaining content for members and 
nonmembers; to liaise with YALSA committees in the use of the website in their work for the 
Division; to liaise with the ALA Website Advisory Committee; and to develop and recommend 
policies for the YALSA Website to the YALSA Board. 
 
What were the outcomes or results of your group's work in the past three months? : We were 
assigned to evaluate and update the wiki, as well as to improve navigation and add a help page. 
We have been discussing what we need to create, and we will move into making the changes in 
January. 
 
We have set up a member’s only wiki space for one committee at their request. 
 
We have begun posting a tip of the week on YALSA's ALA Connect page by Friday every week. 
 
Which goals listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan were addressed? :  
 
Marketing 
 
Member Recruitment and Engagement 
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Which strategies were used for the above action areas? :  
 
Publication 
 
Collaboration 
 
What is your group's workplan for the next three months? : In December, we will create a work 
plan to accomplish the changes for the wiki, and we will move forward with implementing 
changes in January and February.  
 
We will continue to post tips to ALA Connect throughout the year. 
 
What news or information related to your group do you plan to share with YALSA publications 
in the next three months? : We may post a survey to request information on how members use 
the wiki 
 
As changes are implemented, we will post a blurb in the monthly update to let members know. 
 
Rate your group's effectiveness over the past three months. : 3 
 
Member Participation : We have had some trouble communicating, which we addressed via e 
mail, but the members in question were experiencing weather problems and personal issues, and 
they have gotten in touch to say they will return as soon as possible. 
 
Additional Concerns or Comments : NA 
 
Were you able to touch base with your board liaison since your last report? : No 
 
If other, please describe : NA 
 

 


