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Item # 5 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
ALA Annual Conference, Anaheim 

June 22 - 26, 2012 
 
Topic: JRLYA Editor Annual Report 
 
Background: Sandra Hughes-Hassell, the Member Editor of JRLYA, has provided 

the Board with a semi-annual report.  The journal is YALSA’s peer-
reviewed, open source research journal that launched in November 
2010 as part of the Board’s strategy for addressing the Research goal 
in the strategic plan. 

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 

 
JRLYA Editor’s Report 

Submitted by Sandra Hughes-Hassell 
May 16, 2012 

Updates 

1. Beginning with the Spring 2012 issue, JRLYA  moved to a dynamic publication schedule. 
As soon as a manuscript has met our rigorous review criteria, it will be published online.  
The JRLYA advisory board believes moving to a continuous schedule will allow YALSA 
to provide high quality, original research from scholars in our field in a timely manner.  
This change also aligns with YALSA’s use of electronic and social media to 
communicate, collaborate, and educate its members.  As new manuscripts are added to 
JRLYA, they will be publicized in YALSA E-News and via YALSA’s social networking 
tools. 
 

2. In spring issue featured two papers which focused on the theme of multiple literacies, 
specifically visual literacy and media literacy.  In their paper “The Cover Story,” Annette 
Goldsmith, Melissa Gross, and Debi Carruth used compositional analysis and semiotics 
to investigate how the US jacket of Adele Minchin’s 2004 young adult novel, The Beat 
Goes On, reflects the novel’s HIV/AIDS content.   Paul Mihalidis developed an argument 
for media literacy education as the pedagogical foundation for the learning commons 
model for school libraries in his paper “Media Literacy and Learning Commons in the 
Digital Age,” highlighting the Chelmsford High School Learning Commons in 
Chelmsford, Massachusetts, as a vibrant central space in a school for just this type of 
integrated learning. 
 

3. Dissemination:  
a. Over 380 individuals have signed up to receive email alerts when new articles are 

published.   
b. Stephanie Kuenn and the JRLYA advisory board use a number of additional 

avenues to announce new articles, including (but not limited to) the YALSA Blog, 
YALS, YALSA E-News, ALISE Youth Sig listserv, JESSE, and LM-NET. 
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c. Tweeting (and retweeting) is also an  important dissemination avenue. 
 

4. Manuscript submissions 
We are continuing our efforts to solicit quality manuscripts.  Calls for papers are 
regularly sent to the ALISE Youth Sig listserv and JESSE. Ideas for other venues would 
be appreciated. 
 
The papers presented at the YA Literature Symposium and at the Trends Impacting 
Young Adult Services Paper held at Midwinter Meeting will be published in JRLYA.  It 
is the expectation that individuals receiving the Frances Henne Award will also submit 
their papers for publication in JRLYA. 


