
Twilight: A Novel by Stephenie Meyer. Narrated by Ilyana Kadushin. 
Listening Library, 2005. Bella falls in love with Edward Cullen, a handsome 
senior, who is also a vampire. Their resulting volatile romance smolders 
between prey and predator, human and vampire.

Wintersmith by Terry Pratchett. Narrated by Stephen Briggs. Harper 
Children’s Audio, 2006. Tiffany Aching has danced with the Wintersmith 
and he is determined to have her for his bride. Briggs reads quickly, 
keeping this novel on a breakneck pace.

Books with Byte
technology
FICTION
Anderson, M.T. Feed. A digital chip in your 
brain—can Titus fight the Feed?

Asimov, Issac. I, Robot. Stories of robots gone mad, mind-reading 
robots, robots with a sense of humor, robot politicians, and robots that 
secretly run the world.

Petersen, P. J., and Ivy Ruckman. Rob&Sara.com. Rob and Sara meet 
in an online poetry chat room and fall in love, but will they ever meet in 
person?

Vega, Denise. Click Here (To Find Out How I Survived Seventh Grade). 
All of Erin’s most personal thoughts are revealed when her secret blog 
lands on the school Web site.

Vizzini, Ned. Be More Chill. When being cool is the most important thing 
in world.

NONFICTION
Figgis, Mike. Digital Filmmaking. The director of Leaving Las Vegas 
describes the step-by-step process of making a digital movie.

Gaines, Thom. Digital Photo Madness: 50 Weird & Wacky Things To 
Do with Your Digital Camera. Make crazy photos turn into works of art.

Gibson, Jon M. I Am 8-Bit. Art inspired by classic videogames of the 
‘80s. 

Jones, David. Mighty Robots: Mechanical Marvels that Fascinate and 
Frighten. A captivating look at the history of robotics and robots’ role in 
films, books, and TV. 

Katz, Jon. Geeks: How Two Lost Boys Rode the Internet Out of Idaho. 
Eric and Jesse, poor students and online geeks, find their obsession with 
computers and technology is their ticket to college and success. 

Pletka, Bob. My So-Called Digital Life: 2,000 Teenagers, 300 
Cameras, and 30 Days to Document Their World. A simplistic photo 
diary of Covina-Valley students’ lives. Their work and play documented in 
pics alongside great insights in their own words.

Scott-Baron, Hayden. Digital Manga Techniques: Create Superb-
Quality Manga Artwork on Your Computer. Demonstrates fundamentals 
of designing manga on the computer.

Perhaps—and an Alabama boarding school offers the possibility of 
finding it, especially after he meets the captivating, unpredictable, and 
utterly alive Alaska.

Hautman, Pete. Godless. Sixteen-year-old Jason Bock, tired of the 
tedious “Teen Power Outreach” sessions he is forced to attend at 
his Catholic church, decides to create his own religion that involves 
worshipping the town’s water tower as a god.

Jacobson, Jennifer Richard. Stained. Why did Gabe suddenly 
disappear? Can Jocelyn put the pieces together and make it safe for 
his return or are they all forever stained?

Koja, Kathe. Buddha Boy. “Buddha Boy” teaches Justin about 
sacrifice, non-violence, and what matters most.

NONFICTION
Carlson, Dale. Who Said What? Philosophy Quotes for Teens. 
Quotes from famous philosophers on a wide variety of themes. 

Gaskins, Pearl. I Believe In…Christian, Jewish, and Muslim Young 
People Speak about Their Faith. A diverse group of teens and twenty-
somethings talk about the role religion plays in their daily lives. 

Metcalf, Franz. Buddha in Your Backpack: Everyday Buddhism 
for Teens. Use the teaching of Buddha to understand and solve the 
problems in your daily life. 

Ravenwolf, Silver. Teen Witch: Wicca for a New Generation. An 
introduction to Wicca and the religion’s principles.

Rylant, Cynthia. God Went to Beauty School. Poems about what God 
would be like if he were a regular person.

Sound Bites
audiobooks
Blood and Chocolate by Annette Curtis 
Klause. Narrated by Alyssa Bresnahan. 
Recorded Books, 1998. Beautiful teenage 
werewolf Vivian falls in love with Aiden, a human—a meat-boy—and 
longs to share her secret with him, but cannot bring herself to abandon 
her legacy.

Bloody Jack, Being an Account of the Curious Adventures of Mary 
“Jacky” Faber, Ship’s Boy by L. A. Meyer. Narrated by Katherine 
Kellgren. Listen and Live Audio, Inc., 2007. Jacky is quickly becoming 
a respected ship’s boy aboard the HMS Dolphin. Jacky has a secret 
that she is struggling to keep from everyone on the ship – she’s a girl. 
Kellgren’s Cockney puts listerners right into the ship.

The Golden Compass by Phillip Pullman. Narrated by the author and 
read by a full cast. Listening Library, 1999. The story comes alive as 
Lyra and her daemon, Pantalaimon, set out to free the children from 
the gobblers.

Harry Potter and the Deathly Hallows by J. K. Rowling. Narrated 
by Jim Dale. Listening Library, 2007. In his seventh and final year at 
Hogwarts, Harry and his friends have decided not to return, bound by 
Professor Dumbledore’s dying wish to find and destroy the Horcruxes 
where He Who Cannot Be Named has stored the pieces of his soul. 

Big Bites 
prehistoric creatures 
& dinosaurs
FICTION
Butz, Steve. The Bone Race: A 
Quest for Dinosaur Fossils. In 1871, a 
millionaire sponsors a contest to assemble the world’s greatest 
collection of dinosaur bones. Dino-mania begins as would-be 
paleontologists hurry in search of fossils.

Ciencin, Scott. The Teens Time Forgot. Teens turned into 
dinosaurs face pre-history perils. Part of the Dinoverse series. 

Crichton, Michael. Jurassic Park. Dinosaur theme park goes 
haywire. A techno-thriller with teeth!

Doyle, Sir Arthur Conan. The Lost World. Professor Challenger 
claims that dinosaurs are living in twentieth century South 
America. Outlandish? Maybe not…

Gordon, Roderick, and Brian Williams. Tunnels. Will’s dad has 
disappeared into a subterranean society that time forgot. Tapping 
into his passion for archaeology, Will has to free him from the 
creepy Colony. 

NONFICTION
Manning, Phillip. Grave Secrets of Dinosaurs: Soft Tissue 
and Hard Science. Using soft-tissue fossils of dino-mummies, a 
paleontologist shows how dinosaurs looked in the flesh.

Manning, Phillip Lars and Tyler Lyson. Dinomummy. A 
paleontological detective story set in the North Dakota badlands, 
featuring a real-life teen dinosaur hunter. 

Mitchell, W. J. T. The Last Dinosaur Book: The Life and Times 
of a Cultural Icon. From Barney to Jurassic Park…explore our 
fascination with dinosaurs.

Sloan, Christopher. How Dinosaurs Took Flight: The Fossils, 
the Science, What We Think We Know, and Mysteries Yet 
Unsolved. A feathered T-Rex? Investigate the scientific evidence 
on dinosaurs with feathers and wings.

Biting Questions
philosophy & religion
FICTION
Crutcher, Chris. Deadline. Ben Wolf 
decides not to tell anyone he is dying of 
cancer and becomes concerned with what 
his life will mean. 

Gaarder, Jostein. Sophie’s World: A Novel About the History of 
Philosophy. A young girl finds mysterious questions in her mailbox 
leading her to explore the roots of philosophy and the truth of her 
own existence. 

Green, John. Looking for Alaska. Miles is looking for the Great 

You’re unique. You can’t be 
put into a neat little box and defi ned easily. You’re 
sharp, you’ve got a little bit of an edge—and you 
want to read books that refl ect who you are and 
your varied interests. With that in mind, YALSA’s put 
together this list with a little bit of everything in mind 
for Teen Read Week® 2008, which encourages you 
to read, just for the fun of it. From bratty vampires 
to lovelorn werewolves, recipes to runaways, you’re 
sure to fi nd something that fi t’s into our 2008 
theme—Books with Bite @ your library. 

Our pamphlet offers spooky stories, fascinating 
tales of adventure, graphic novels about pure 
evil, cookbooks, techie how-to guides, and much 
more—all offering insights into the complicated 
world around you. 

If you like what you see on this list and want to 
suggest other books to highlight, check out the 
annual Teens’ Top Ten, in which teens voice their 
choice for the best new young adult books, voting 
for their favorites during Teen Read Week, held the 
third week of October each year. Learn more about 
the Teens’ Top Ten at www.ala.org/teenstopten.

While these books have been selected for teens 
12-18 years of age, the titles on this list span a broad 
range of reading and maturity levels. We encourage 
adults to take an active role in helping individual teens 
choose those books that are the best fi t for them and 
their family.

100+ books 
and audiobooks 
to sink your 
teeth into



Night, a school where she will train to become an adult vampire if 
she makes it through the Change.

Coleman, Loren, and Jerome Clark. Cryptozoology A to Z: The 
Encyclopedia of Loch Monsters, Sasquatch, Chupacabras, and 
Other Authentic Mysteries of Nature. These elusive beasts have 
fascinated people for centuries. Cryptozoology—the study of 
hidden animals—explores them.

Conrad, Liza. High School Bites. Lucy has just discovered 
that she’s a descendent of the lovely Lucy in Bram Stoker’s 
Dracula—and that vampires really do exist (right here at Pacific 
Cedar High!).

de la Cruz, Melissa. Blue Bloods; Masquerade. A popular 
makes Schuyler Van Alen feel like an outsider. However, she will 
become a vampire at age 15 with new enemies.  

Flinn, Alex. Beastly. A modern retelling of “Beauty and the Beast,” 
in which a gorgeous bully meets his match in a Goth witch.

Klause, Annette Curtis. Silver Kiss. Zoe falls for the alluring 
vampire, Simon, who has an uncanny ability to recognize her 
feelings as she grieves over her mother’s illness. Then she agrees 
to help him get revenge against a deadly enemy.

Meyer, Stephenie. New Moon. Edward leaves Bella to keep 
her safe. Bereft, she befriends Jacob, a handsome, motorcycle-
driving sophomore, but their romance is haunted by memories of 
Edward.

Mancusi, Mari. Boys that Bite. Sunshine is one of the undead 
because her twin sister was out flirting with vamps. Unless she 
reverses it in time, Sunshine will stay a vampire forever. 

Mead, Richelle. Vampire Academy. Two years after running 
away, vampire princess Lissa and her guardian-in-training Rose 
are found and returned to St. Vladimir’s Academy.

Riordan, Rick. The Lightning Thief. Perseus (Percy) Jackson 
keeps being kicked out of schools. After monsters attack him, 
Percy must go on a quest to find Zeus’ missing thunderbolt and 
find his father, who may just be one of the gods.

Shan, Darren. Cirque de Freak. Darren Shan visits an illegal freak 
show, where an encounter with a vampire and a deadly spider 
forces him to make life-changing choices.

Smith, Cynthia Leitich. Tantalize. Quincie’s restaurant, 
Sanguini’s, has a vampire theme, which fits the town of night 
creatures. But when the chef is mauled to death in the kitchen, 
the murder suspect is her friend, a werewolf. 

 Westerfield, Scott. Peeps. Cal becomes a carrier of a vampire 
parasite, transmitted through sexual activity, after a one-
night stand. With the help of the mysterious Night Watch, Cal 
investigates the spread of the vampire parasite. Westerfield 
includes descriptions of real-life parasites.

Who Fight Them. Smokejumpers are an elite group of firefighters—
risk takers who live for drama, excitement, and the danger of their 
job—and are willing to risk their lives to protect the wilderness.

Calabro, Marian. The Perilous Journey of the Donner Party. 
In 1846, the Donner Party set out in search of a better life in the 
California territory. Letters and diaries recount the harsh realities the 
group faced as their supplies dwindled to nothing and the struggle 
for survival pushed some towards cannibalism.

Kimmel, Elizabeth Cody. Ice Story: Shackleton’s Lost Expedition. 
During the 1914 Shackleton Antarctic expedition, the ship Endurance 
was crushed in a frozen sea, and the men made the perilous journey 
across the ice facing freezing temperatures and starvation in order to 
reach inhabited land.

Krakauer, John. Into Thin Air: A Personal Account of the Mt. Everest 
Disaster. Courage, cowardice, foolishness, and high adventure marked 
the 1996 rival expeditions’ efforts to reach the summit of Everest when 
everything went terribly wrong.

Nelson, Peter. Left for Dead: A Young Man’s Search for Justice 
for the USS Indianapolis. A Japanese submarine sank the USS 
Indianapolis in the last days of World War II. More than fifty years later, 
a teen works with the survivors of the disaster to clear the name of the 
Indianapolis’s captain, who was wrongly court martialed for the tragedy.

Payment, Simone. Navy Seals: Special Operations for the U.S. 
Navy. Examines the Navy Special Forces, better known as Navy 
SEALs, including their purpose, history, missions, requirements, 
training, and equipment.

Pfetzer, Mark, and Jack Galvin. Within Reach: My Everest Story. 
What is it like to be the youngest high-altitude climber ever? Before the 
age of 18, Pfetzer has undergone two expeditions to Everest, and was 
the youngest person ever to reach 26,000 feet.

Schwager, Tina, and Michele Schuerger. Gutsy Girls: Young 
Women Who Dare. Chronicles the stories of 25 women between the 
ages of 14 and 24 who demonstrated mental and physical courage in 
pursuit of personal challenges. Their adventures include activities such 
as skydiving, building homes, and mountain climbing.

Get Bitten
monsters & vampires
Atwater-Rhodes, Amelia. In the Forests of 
the Night. A 300-year-old vampire named 
Risika seeks to avenge her brother’s death 
when she crosses paths with his murderer.

Brewer, Heather. The Chronicles of Vladimir Tod: Eighth Grade 
Bites. Life can really suck. Half-vampire Vlad learns there is more to 
being a vampire than he thought.

Burgess, Melvin. Bloodsong. The heroic Sigurd slays a dragon, 
descends into the underworld, and rules over a tenuous peace in a 
post-apocalyptic Britain peopled with genetic mutants.

Cast, P. C., and Kristen Cast. Marked (The House of Night, Book 1); 
Betrayed (The House of Night, Book 2). Zoey enters the House of 

Carle, Megan and Jill Carle with Judy Carle. Teens Cook. Make the 
food that you want to munch on.

Carle, Megan and Jill Carle with Judy Carle. Teens Cook Dessert. 
Create the delicious desserts YOU want to eat.

Dunnington, Rose. Big Snacks, Little Meals. Simple bites and quick 
snacks are as fun to make as they are to eat.

Dunnington, Rose. Bake It Up! Find your inner Martha with this 
collection of baking recipes and tips. 

Elliot, Jessie. Girls Dinner Club. Three ethnically diverse teenage girls 
form a friendship while cooking dinners together and sorting through 
romantic entanglements.

Krizmanic, Judy. Teen’s Vegetarian Cookbook. Make delicious 
vegetarian food on your own.

Stern, Sam, and Susan Stern. Cooking Up a Storm: The Teen Survival 
Cookbook. A step-by-step guide on how to make it work in the kitchen.

Bite the Bullet
high adventure
FICTION
Cooney, Caroline B. The Terrorist. Billy accepts 
a package from a stranger in a London subway 
and becomes the victim of a bomb. His sister becomes obsessed with 
capturing the unknown terrorist.

Hobbs, Will. Downriver. Fifteen-year-old Jesse and other rebellious 
teenage members of a wilderness survival school team abandon their 
adult leader, steal his van and rafts, and run the dangerous whitewaters 
of the Grand Canyon.

Horowitz, Anthony. Stormbreaker. After his uncle’s death, Alex is 
coerced into continuing his uncle’s work for the British Intelligence 
Agency, MI6. Equipped with spy toys, Alex is sent undercover to 
investigate the makers of a revolutionary computer called Stormbreaker.

Lawrence, Iain. The Wreckers. John Spencer is on his father’s boat 
when wreckers lure the ship onto their rocky shore with a false beacon. 
Mary helps him stay alive, find his father, and stop the wreckers.

Ohba, Tsugumi. Death Note. Volume 1: Boredom. Light Yagami is an 
intelligent high school student who is bored out of his mind. When he 
finds a Death Note dropped by a Shinigami death god, he vows to rid the 
world of evil.

Oppel, Kenneth. Airborn. When the Aurora, an airship that takes 
passengers and cargo around the world, is forced to land on an uncharted 
island, Matt and Kate must battle pirates and strange winged creatures 
to return their damaged ship to its voyage.

Vaughan, Brian K., and Adrian Alphona. Runaways Volume 1: Pride & 
Joy. What do you do when you learn that your parents are the ultimate 
evil? Six friends learn that their parents are super-villains and run away 
from home vowing to defeat them.

NONFICTION
Beil, Karen Magnuson. Fire in Their Eyes: Wildfires and the People 

Etchemendy, Nancy. Cat in Glass and Other Tales of the Unnatural. From 
a murderous glass cat to a one-eyed girl who goes on a hunt, these stories 
are sure to have your spine tingling from the first page.

Heaney, Seamus (Translator). Beowulf: A New Verse Translation. 
Grendel and the dragon are fantastically portrayed in this modern translation 
of the classic text. 

November, Sharyn et al. Firebirds: An Anthology of Original Fantasy and 
Science Fiction. Nightmares, wizards, and other magical happenings take 
center stage in this anthology of 16 tales.

Noyes, Deborah. Gothic: Ten Original Dark Tales. Gruesome and funny, 
these tales range from bratty vampires to evil houses and sorcerers. 

Poe, Edgar Allan. 18 Best Stories by Edgar Allan Poe. Murder and 
mayhem has never been this suspenseful. Eighteen of Poe’s creepiest and 
best-loved stories make up this chilling book.

Velde, Vivian Vande. All Hallows Eve (13 Stories). Keep the lights on! 
Halloween is given a whole new dimension of delicious terror in these 
horror stories. 

Biting Humor
Gaiman, Neil, and Terry Pratchett. Good Omens: 
The Nice and Accurate Prophecies of Agnes 
Nutter, Witch. The world is supposed to end on 
Saturday. If a certain angel and demon have their 
way, however, the end may just have to wait. 

Martinez, A. Lee. Gil’s All Fright Diner. When Earl, a vampire, and his 
werewolf buddy Duke pull up to Rockwood’s only diner in their out-of-gas 
pickup, they find themselves uniquely suited to stop Armageddon.

Moore, Christopher. Bloodsucking Fiends: A Love Story. C. Thomas 
“Tommy” Flood falls for a gorgeous redhead when she walks through the 
door of his grocery store. There’s only one problem. She’s slightly…undead. 

Parel, David. Bat Boy Lives! The Weekly World News Guide to Politics, 
Culture, Celebrities, Alien Abductions, and the Mutant Freaks That Shape 
Our World. “Alien Body Snatchers Reject Paris Hilton!” These wacky reports 
are sure to keep you laughing throughout the book.

Pauley, Kimberly. Sucks to Be Me: The All-True Confessions of Mina 
Hamilton, Teen Vampire. (Maybe.) Mina Hamilton’s parents want her 
dead. (Or undead to be precise.) They’re vampires, and like it or not, Mina 
must decide whether to become a vampire herself.

Rees, Douglas. Vampire High. Fifteen-year-old Cody Elliot is the new guy in 
school and one of the only non-vampires to be seen. Follow Cody’s hilarious 
journey adjusting to life and classes at Vlad Dracul. 

Take a Bite
food & cooking
Bruce, Stephen and Sarah Keys. Serendipity 
Sundaes: Ice Cream Constructions and Frozen 
Concoctions. Yummy ice cream and delectable 
desserts from the legendary sweet shoppe.

Bug Bites
animals & insects
FICTION
Anderson, Laurie Halse. Fever 1793. Sixteen-
year-old Mattie Cook flees her Philadelphia home 
during the yellow fever outbreak of 1793.

Banks, Lynne Reid. Tiger, Tiger. Two tigers in ancient Rome are 
captured; one becomes the pet of Caesar’s daughter while the other is 
trained to be a killer.

George, Jean Craighead. Julie of the Wolves. Forced to marry at 
thirteen, Julie/Miyax, runs away from her Eskimo village and is adopted 
by a wolf pack.

Hobbs, Will. Far North. Two boys, stranded in the wilderness, endure a 
brutal winter and attacks by bears, wolves, and moose.

Martel, Yann. Life of Pi. After a shipwreck, Pi Patel struggles to survive 
with a Bengal tiger in shark-infested waters.

Mikaelsen, Ben. Touching Spirit Bear. After being banished to a remote 
Alaskan island, a violent youth struggles to survive a bear attack. 

Paver, Michelle. Chronicles of Ancient Darkness #1: Wolf Brother. 
After his father dies from a brutal bear attack, Torak is befriended by a wolf 
cub and seeks to fulfill his destiny by ridding the forest of the evil bear.

Zindel, Paul. Rats. Vicious rats from a Staten Island landfill threaten to 
overtake New York City.

NONFICTION
Brandenburg, Jim. To the Top of the World: Adventures With Arctic 
Wolves on Ellesmere Island. Brandenburg enters the beautiful, wild, 
and free world of Arctic wolves.

Capuzzo, Michael. Close to Shore: The Terrifying Shark Attacks of 
1916. In 1916, mass hysteria grips the Jersey coast when a shark 
terrorizes the shoreline. 

Fogle, Bruce. Encyclopedia of the Cat. A complete and colorful guide 
to the history, lore, and literature of cats. 

Mattison, Chris. Snake. A tantalizing full-color guide to the world of snakes.

Menzel, Peter, and Faith D’Aluisio. Man Eating Bugs: The Art and 
Science of Eating Bugs. Insect eating in 13 different countries is 
explored and recipes are provided.

Bite-Sized Books
short stories & poetry
Cabot, Meg et al. Prom Nights From Hell. As if 
the prom isn’t stressful enough. Just imagine having a 
demon show up for the dance or the Grim Reaper as your date. 

Datlow, Ellen, and Terri Windling (Editors). The Green Man: Tales from 
the Mythic Forest. Who is “The Green Man”? The poems and stories that 
make up this magical collection all explore tales of the mythical Green 
Man and how he plays into nature.


