
YA GALLEY TEEN GROUP APPLICATION 2006-2008

(To be completed by Group Advisor for 2-year term - November 2006 through October 2008)

Instructions

Before completing this application, please read both the YA Galley Library Advisor Job Description, and Annual Time Line for YA Galley Group Advisors. 

If you and your group can comply with the expectations of membership, please turn EIGHT COPIES of the following into the YALSA office (YALSA, 50 E. Huron, Chicago, IL 60611) by May 1, 2006.  

Completed application with four (4) teen reviews.  The four (4) teen reviews must be each completed by a different teen and for a different book.  The book must have been a nominated Teens’ Top Ten title in 2005.  

Contact Information

Group Name 












Group Advisor 











Library/School Name 











Mailing Address 











City 





 State/Prov 

 Zip 


 

Phone  (        )
         

    
 Fax  (        )
         

    
 

E-mail 













YALSA Membership Number 









Advisor Background (Attach more sheets if necessary)

Give your job title and brief job description: 




















Is this the first book discussion group you have ever led?

 Yes

No

If no, describe other groups and your years of experience: 

















Highlight other major projects you have led with teens: 


















List any experience as a member of book award committees: 

















What do you see as your greatest challenge in teaching teens to write reviews? 



























What aspect of leading a teen group do you enjoy most? 






























Group Description

Founding date of teen book group (month/year) 







Group focus or purpose 










Special group projects 










Age range/grade levels of group members 








Average number attending meetings 

 Meeting frequency 




If your teens don’t meet as a group, explain your process: 


















YA Galley Group Participation Categories 

There are 2 types of group membership; both types have two-year terms and advisors of both types of groups forward copies of teens’ book evaluations to publishers:

1. Standard (Non-Nominating) Groups: Ten teen groups are chosen for YA Galley participation, with no involvement in TTT nominations (although they do participate in the formal YA Galley TTT Vote).  Once groups have served one term as a Standard Group, they may apply for a second term only as a nominating group.  
2. Teens’ Top Ten (TTT) Nominating Groups: Advisors whose book groups have been together for at least 2 years or participated in YA Galley as a Standard Group in a previous cycle may apply for one of 5 TTT Nominating Group positions. Each year from November through March 15, these groups nominate recent titles for Teens’ Top Ten Books, YALSA’s national teen-selected booklist. Beyond titles offered by YA Galley publishers, any publisher’s new books may be nominated.   Once a group has served one term as a nominating group, they are not eligible for another term on YA Galley.
Preferred YA Galley Participation—Check one:

___ Standard (Non-Nominating) Group (Open to new groups only)

___ Teens’ Top Ten (TTT) Nominating Group (Open to new and previous Standard Groups)

___ Either group type

Statement of Group Responsibility

You are the main liaison between YALSA and your group. YA Galley group advisors must:

--Commit to a two-year term.

--Keep up with listserv postings and use the listserv for communications.

--Inform the YA Galley Chair of changes in your location, job, or ability to participate.

--Be aware of publishers’ limited copies of titles; request 1 to 5 copies for your group to share.

--Make expectations clear to your teens about completing evaluations, following time schedules, attending meetings, etc. 

--Submit teens’ book evaluation forms to publishers on a regular, timely basis.

--Provide other constructive feedback to publishers and YA Galley Committee.

--If running a TTT group, follow stringent nominating calendar from November to March.

--Consider your YA Galley membership to be as important as a YALSA committee assignment.

I understand the commitment required of a YA Galley teen group advisor.














Your initials and date

Return completed application by May 1, 2006 to the YALSA Office, YA Galley Application, 50 E. Huron, Chicago, IL 60611.

Questions? Contact Nichole Gilbert in the YALSA office by phone, 1(800) 545-2433 ext. 4387 or by e mail, ngilbert@ala.org.  

YA Galley Sample Review Form

Reader's Name: 








Age: 


Library: 













Title: 














Author: 













Publisher: 






  Publication Date: 




Did the cover...

 tempt you to pick up the book?

Yes


No

 turn you off? 



Yes


No

Did the cover reflect the contents of the book?

Yes


No

Would you recommend this book to a friend? 

Yes


No

If yes, what would you say to convince him or her to read it? 





Describe the most compelling aspect of this book: 







Were you disappointed with this book? 

Yes


No

Why or why not? 










Did you finish this book? 

Yes


No

YA Galley Sample Review Form Page 2

Circle all the age ranges of readers suited for this book.

Under 12
12 - 13

14 - 15

16 - 17

17 - 18

18 and up

Circle your rating this book on quality (with 5Q being the best)?

5Q Hard to imagine a better book.

4Q Better than most.

3Q Readable.

2Q Needs more work.

1Q How did it get published?

Circle your rating this book on popularity (with 5P being the best)?

5P Everyone wants to read it.

4P Broad general teen appeal.

3P Some teen appeal.

2P Only for special interest.

1P Yech! Forced to read it!

Please list any additional comments you have about this book:

Reader’s name:  

Library:

YA GALLEY LIBRARY ADVISOR JOB DESCRIPTION

Requirements

1. Advisors must be current members of YALSA.

2. Advisors must have 5 or more active young adult participants in a teen library book group for which reading promotion among peers is a primary focus.

3. Advisors must read widely and be aware of current trends and issues in YA book publishing.

4. Advisors will commit to seeing the project through to completion.

5. Advisors must have good planning and organizing skills.

6. Advisors must be able to motivate teens to read and to try new and different kinds of books, to evaluate books critically, and to provide useful feedback to publishers.

7. Additional requirement for Teens’ Top Ten Nominating Group advisors: Advisors must be skilled in guiding teens as they follow a demanding calendar with deadlines. (See Time Line for Teens’ Top Ten Group Advisors) Their teen groups must have at least 2 years experience.

Duties for both TTT Nominating group advisors and Standard YA Galley group advisors

1. To oversee, support, and encourage young adult participants in the YA Galley project.

2. To participate actively in the YA Galley listserv, monitoring all postings and sharing ideas and expressing opinions as needed.

3. To maintain contact and provide feedback to the YA Galley Committee when necessary.

4. To plan projects with teen members that utilize YA Galley books, from teen input into library book selection to topical discussions, booktalk presentations and other peer book promotion, summer reading programs, outreach to special teen audiences, and other activities.

5. To request an adequate number of books offered by publishers to assure that teen group members have enough copies for their project requirements (up to 5 copies per title).

6. To keep track of participating book publishers and contact information for each.

7. To keep track of the books sent and what teens are reading. (Hint: It really helps to record titles on index cards in an alphabetical file with notes about which person is reading what book when, along with their reactions.)

8. To assure that teens know how to critically evaluate the books they read and how to effectively complete the required evaluation form.

9. To encourage teens to complete evaluation forms online (or arrange for hand-written forms to be entered and submitted online) and receive/review the raw forms.

10. To forward copies of completed evaluation forms to the individual publishers. (NOTE: Publishers participate in YA Galley to gain feedback on teen opinions of their books, which teen groups have an obligation to provide in a timely manner.)

11. To assure that group members have read or seriously attempted at least ten of the nominated titles before casting votes (required for voting status).

12. To conduct final book evaluation meetings and to take a final vote on Teens’ Top Ten titles by the end of September, according to instructions from the TTT Contact.

13. To submit the TTT group’s final ballot to the TTT Contact on the required forms and by the established deadline.

Additional duties for TTT Nominating group advisors

14. To follow the Time Line for TTT Group Advisors stringently, planning teen meetings so that nominations deadlines may be met.

15. To forward copies of TTT nomination forms to the designated TTT Contact on the YA Galley Committee so nominations may be posted on YALSA’s TTT Web site regularly.

ANNUAL TIME LINE FOR YA GALLEY GROUP ADVISORS 

Note: Throughout the year, all advisors forward teens’ book evaluation forms to publishers on an ongoing basis.

DATE

   TASK











November
YALSA press release announces winning TTT titles.  5 Nominating groups begin nominating books for next TTT (from any publisher, not just YA Galley titles, published any time between January of previous year up through April 15 of the TTT voting year, not previously nominated for TTT).

January
YALSA YA Galley Committee meets at ALA Midwinter, inviting teen group advisors to attend and discuss procedures. 

*March 15
TTT nominations close; send forms ASAP to TTT Contact.

April 15
Final nominations list posted to YALSA site. Committee meets at ALA Annual, inviting teen group advisors to attend and discuss procedures. 

Summer
If possible, teen groups meet throughout summer to discuss nominated titles and continue reading as many titles as possible. Individuals in groups that cannot meet also continue reading nominated titles.  Ballots mailed to all advisors.

*September 30
YA Galley Group TTT voting deadline. Advisors send completed ballots to TTT Contact.

October
Teen Read Week: Public TTT teen vote occurs online on YALSA site.

November
YALSA press release announces winning TTT titles.

* Dates in bold type are TTT related deadlines.

