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We need your help!  Please phone, email, Tweet, fax or visit Congressional Offices 

on April 24 regarding these two key issues, and encourage others to do so as well.   

 For contact information: www.capwiz.com/ala/home/   

 To send a Tweet: http://tinyurl.com/NLLDmap  

1. Innovative Approaches to Literacy:  

 By law, at least half of the money ($14.3 million) from this federal program must be allocated 

to a competitive grant program for underserved school libraries.  

 Over 60 studies show a correlation between well-stocked, professionally staffed school 

libraries and increased student achievement.  For more information about how school libraries 

are a vital part of ensuring student success visit www.ala.org/aasl/aaslissues/issuesadvocacy  

How to help: Contact the offices of your Congress members urging them to level fund this program 

at $28.6 million for FY13.  Give examples of how school librarians in your community have made a 

positive impact on students.  For more information and resources visit: http://bit.ly/I1fYl6 (.pdf) 

2. Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA): 

 Every fiscal year, Congress provides funding for LSTA in the Labor, Health and Human 

Services, Education, and Related Agencies Appropriations bill. These federal resources help 

target library services to people of diverse geographic, cultural, and socioeconomic 

backgrounds, to individuals with disabilities, and to people with limited literacy skills. 

 Visit this web page http://connect.ala.org/node/138571 for details about how much LSTA 

funding your state receives and other facts about your state’s libraries 

How to help: Contact the offices of your Congress members urging them to support funding for LSTA 

in FY13 at the $184.7 million level so libraries can provide programs to patrons, such as job 

training, mentoring & homework help.  Give examples of how LSTA funds helped your library meet 

the needs of your community.  LSTA funds were cut the past two fiscal years. For further information 

and talking points visit http://bit.ly/HTbU7q (.pdf) 

 

 

For additional information about legislation affecting libraries and how you can help, please 

visit www.ala.org/nlld 
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Teens Need Access to Libraries: The most dangerous time of the day is from 3 PM to 6 PM.  

Public libraries have traditionally provided teens with a constructive place to go during these hours, where 

teens can participate in supervised recreational and educational activities.   

 Public library closings and cutbacks limit access during critical hours: 

o 19 states reported cuts in funding for public libraries from fiscal 2010 to fiscal 2011 

and that more than half indicated that the cuts were greater than 10 percent. That study 

also found that cuts at the state level were often compounded by cuts at the local level.    
At the same time visits to U.S. public libraries have more than doubled to about 2 billion 

per year. 
o These closings and cutbacks hurt teens especially, because teens are less likely than adults 

to have the financial means or transportation to go elsewhere for their information needs. 

 According to the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES), just 87% of public secondary 

schools in the U.S. have school libraries. 

Teens Need Access to Trained Professionals: In order to become skilled readers and digitally 

literate citizens, teens need access to library professionals who are specially trained in meeting the 

information needs of teens and in understanding adolescent behavior and development. 

 According to the NCES, only 79% of public secondary schools have a paid full time state-

certified school librarian. 

 The Public Library Association’s 2007 PLDS Survey also reports that just 51% of U.S. public 

libraries employ Young Adult Specialists. 

Teens Need Access to Information: All teens need easy access to up-to-date quality library 

materials in order to master critical literacy skills.  In order for teens to become well-informed citizens 

who contribute to the democratic process, they need free access to books, the Internet, digital technologies 

and other library resources that reflect a wide range of topics and opinions. 

 Books: studies by Susan Neuman and others show that economically depressed areas are also 

places where up-to-date, quality books are scarce.  Public and school libraries in these areas 

generally have smaller and/or older collections, more limited hours and the neighborhoods have 

few, if any, bookstores.   

 LSTA funding: many states use these funds to provide key library resources such as statewide 

access to online subscription databases, which contain full text articles, practice tests for college 

entrance exams, and more.  Teens, because of their limited financial resources, depend on 

continued free access to these types of library materials, which are accessible 24/7. 

 Censorship: recent statistics from the ALA Office of Intellectual Freedom (OIF) show that 

attempts to ban books from libraries and classrooms are on the rise, which would limit teens’ 

access to important ideas and information.  

 Computers & the Internet: In 2011 67% of public libraries provided their community’s only 

free public access to computers and the Internet, and the number of libraries offering online 

homework resources in 2009 was almost 80%.   

For additional advocacy information and free resources visit www.ala.org/yalsa/advocacy 
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