
WHO Teen Read Week™ is an adolescent literacy initiative of the Young Adult Library  
  Services Association (YALSA), a division of the American Library Association.  

YALSA welcomes nonprofit supporting organizations and corporate sponsors to help 
promote this literacy program.  2010 Partners included ALA Graphics, Bloomsbury 
Publishing, Carolrhoda Lab, Cinco Puntos, Farrar, Free Spirit Publishing, Straus & 
Giroux, Random House, Scholastic, Sleeping Bear Press and Viz Media.  The 2011 
theme is Picture It @ your library. 

 

WHAT  Teen Read Week is a national literacy initiative aimed at teens, their parents,  
 librarians, educators, booksellers and other concerned adults.  It began in 1998 and 

is celebrated the third week in October. 
 

“Teens deserve a wide horizon of books,” says author Naomi Shihab Nye.  She           
continues, “They read and the world opens up.”  The main theme for the Teen Read 
Week initiative is “Read For The Fun Of It,” and a sub-theme that changes each year 
serves as a basis for developing programs in schools, public libraries, and book-
stores.  The 2011 subtheme is Picture It @ your library, encouraging teens to read 
graphic novels and other illustrated materials, seek out creative books, or imagine the 
world through literature, just for the fun of it. If you would like to recommend a theme 
for 2012, please send it to yalsa@ala.org. 

 
WHERE At more than 5,000 public & school libraries, classrooms, and bookstores every-

where. 
 
WHY Although teens realize the importance of reading, they have a wide variety of  
 activities to choose from when deciding how to spend their free time, and reading 

gets lost in the shuffle. Research shows that reading skills get rusty when they are 
not used, and the National Assessment of Educational Progress (NAEP) reports that 
during the last 20 years there have been only modest gains in reading achievement.  
Moreover, many active literacy campaigns exist, but very few of these focus on   
teenagers. 

  
HOW YALSA provides free online resources to help libraries, schools and bookstores plan 

local events to celebrate Teen Read Week.  Beginning April 14, 2011, log on to 
www.ala.org/teenread for tips and resources.  

  
MORE Access our web site at www.ala.org/teenread or contact YALSA at yalsa@ala.org or 

1.800.545.2433 x4390 
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