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INTRODUCTION
About Me - Now

About Me - Way Back When

I owe YALSA.
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3STRUCTURE
1. Format: This session will be part lecture, part hands-on 

research.

2. Requirements: I assume you have access to a mobile device 
that has some charge.  If neither are true, make a new friend 
right now so that you can participate in the activities! 

3. Twitter hashtags:  You can tag me at @HMX_MSE or tag 
YALSA at @YALSA.  Conference hashtag is #YALSA17.



4OUTCOMES
1. You will learn about  resources for evaluating colleges. 

2. You will conduct research on issues, policies, and partners in your own state. 

3. You will  generate new ideas for college-bound programming.

4. You will receive guidance on assessing your library’s resources, collections, 
and strategies.  



FOCUS ON 
THE FAFSA 
LET’S START 

HERE



 Infographic from https://visual.ly/users/federalstudentaid/

6WHY FAFSA?
1. Complicated application

2. Most reliable source of 
scholarships. 

3. Relevant to many patrons 
intersted in 4-year colleges, 
2-year colleges, certificate 
programs.

4.  Data shows form completion is 
an issue. 



7The Education Department offers training 
tools to run FAFSA sessions at libraries, 
community centers, and more.

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/



Graduating class of Ballard High School in Louisville, KY
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Graduating Class of Butler High School in Louisville, KY
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10These pie charts do not show the full scope 
of FAFSA issues among patrons.

Missing: GED holders, veterans, adult learners and transfer students may 
need help.  



11
IT’S  

TOOL
TIME!

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/

FAFSA completion data: http://bit.ly/2wPKsEA

https://financialaidtoolkit.ed.gov/tk/learn/fafsa/completion.jsp


12Do you want to run a FAFSA completion 
workshop at your library? 

1. Check local community colleges or other college application 
initiatives.  

2. Offer a series of dates - some may not finish in one sitting.

3. Start in October, encourage early start.

4. Arrive with parents and tax forms.

5. Train volunteers to assist.
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Can you
partner
WITH  NATIONAL 
PROGRAMS in your 

AREA?



Want to host a program?
FAFSA Workshop Tip 
Sheet for Libraries:

http://bit.ly/2xwR3np

14IT’S  

TOOL
TIME!

Want to research programs 
that already exist? 
College Goal Sunday
American College 
Application Campaign
Community Colleges



15What if patrons are undocumented 
and want to go to college?
1. Check with immigration attorneys in your state. 

2. Verify information is up to date and reflects current administration. 

3. Build network of community groups. 

4. Call colleges to see if they have programs and policies that aren’t 
advertised online.  Depending on state, you may want to try private 
colleges first. 
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BEYOND 
the
FAFSA



18Encourage smart college shopping 
with these simple sites:

collegescorecard.ed.gov.

College Board Private Student Loan Comparison Tool 
http://bit.ly/1HsukbZ

http://bit.ly/1HsukbZ


19Look up financial aid initatives in 
your state:

http://www.nasfaa.org/

Students, Parents, and Counselors

“Financial Aid Programs in your state”

http://www.nasfaa.org/


20Help teens register for exams! 

1. Post registration deadlines and test dates for SAT and ACT 

2. Encourage teens to speak to school counselor about fee waivers

3. Help students register online. 



21Host a networking night!

1. Invite adults to speak to teens about what they do now and how 
college helped them.  

2. Encourage teens to ask questions, collect business cards, write thank 
yous.

3. Show off career exploration resources like Career One Stop programs, 
Bureau of Labor Statistics, Ferguson’s Career Guidance database, and 
career guides.



22College Essay “Write-in”

1. Time for students to write college essays, look up essay questions, 
receive peer feedback.  

2. Show resources on how to write a college essay from print and online 
sources. 

3. Provide snacks and support.



23Invite guest speakers

1. Independent college advisors may do a program.  IECA and HECA are 
credentialing agencies - you can look up college advisors there.  

2. I’ve hosted focused programs before at libraries such as college 
applications for homeschoolers, college essay advice, and admissions 
committee simulations.  



Your turn. 
Assessing
your library’s 

PRINT 
COLLECTIONS



25Common Issues in Print 
Collections on College

1. Placement  materials not shelved in Young Adult.

2. Repetition of information too much of the same stuff. 

3. Balance of directory and story    some information should be dry facts, some 
should be narratives. 

4. Knowledge of patrons are your patrons more focused on commuting from home or 
Harvard?  



Briarcliff Manor Library:
A space-saving solution
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Strategically 
chosen “tips” for 
a savvy 
audience
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28Watch this space: College 
Resource Wish List

1. Support  for students at risk of dropping out due to illness, finances, previous 
incarceration, etc.

2. Directories for Diversity information and celebration of HBCUs, HSIs, fraternities 
and sororities, on-campus resources for undocumented students.. 

3. Uplifting transfer stories    to show how to make a 2-year degree work.  

4. Comprehensive career and college guides for medicine, law, the arts, 
construction, and more.   



Your turn:

Time for 
questions
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30Bonus Round!  Selective college 
admissions “case study” activity

1. Based on real life! This activity is similar to ones run at private schools..

2. Model students are realistic. I wrote  these characters 

3. Shows how there aren’t right or easy answers.  This conversation can 
bring up good discussions. 

4. Ask somebody experienced to facilitate.. A school guidance counselor, etc

http://bit.ly/2zPtWVP
 



THANK YOU TO
∎ YALSA
∎ Nichole O’Connor
∎ Briarcliff Manor Library and teen librarian Amy 

Kaplan
∎ YOU!
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