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Item # 5 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

ALA Midwinter Meeting, Philadelphia 
January 24 – 28, 2014 

 
Topic: YALS Editor Midwinter Report 
 
Background: Linda Braun, the Member Editor of YALS, has provided the Board 

with a semi-annual report.  The purpose of the journal is: 1) to serve 
as a vehicle for continuing education for librarians and library 
workers serving young adults; 2) to publish articles of current interest 
to the profession; 3) to showcase research and best practices in the 
field; 4) to provide news from related fields; 5) to spotlight significant 
events of the organization; 6) to offer in-depth reviews of professional 
literature and resources; and 7) to serve as the official record of the 
association. 

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 

 
YALS 2013 
Each fall the issue’s theme is determined by the editor, YALSA staff and the YALS Editorial 
Advisory Board.  In 2013 the fall issue theme was the future of libraries and teens. The issue 
included a variety of articles - on the future of LIS education, connected learning, outcomes 
based library assessments, and more. The theme was selected as a way to help get the word out 
about the YALSA white paper on the future of libraries and teens and to help members and other 
readers begin to think what the future will look like for them and the teens they work with. 
 
As mentioned in the Midwinter 2013 report to the Board, one of my goals for 2013 was to 
expand the authorship of YALS. I was able to do this to a small degree this past year with 
articles in the journal written by Mimi Ito and Crystle Martin from UC Irvine, an article written 
by Kathryn Zickhur from the Pew Internet and American Life project, and an article written by 
Sheryl Grant from HASTAC.  This expansion is set to continue in 2014 with articles already 
lined-up from a series of outside the library world authors. 
 
2013 was also the year in which the name of the section highlighting ALA related content was 
changed from View from ALA to Your ALA. The change was made to better point out to readers 
that ALA is a member-driven association and the projects highlighted in the column are 
developed to support members.  In 2013 we also added a section of the journal devoted to school 
library related content. While YALS has always included a wide-variety of school library 
content, the YALSA Board determined that by pulling this content out into it’s own section, 
school library staff would more clearly see how YALSA and YALS supports their needs. 
 
Unfortunately I have not been able to revitalize the YALS website in 2013 to the degree that I 
had hoped. I will continue to work with the YALS Editorial Advisory Board to develop content 
that will extend and enhance the print journal.   We have been able to post content on the YALS 
site once a week throughout the year. However, the content developed by myself and Editorial 
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Advisory Board members could be stronger, more varied, and more interesting. I will work 
towards making it so over the next year. 
 
In 2013 we began to post articles on the Editorial Advisory Board ALA Connect space so that 
members of the group would be able to read the content ahead of time and brainstorm ideas for 
complementary site content.  We will continue to do this in 2014.  
 
YALS 2014 
In 2013 YALSA distributed an RFP for a new YALS/JRLYA website  - for a new site to be 
developed in 2014. It is hoped that this combined site will better support reader/subscriber needs 
and provide new opportunities for developing meaningful content. 
 
The winter 2014 issue of the journal is scheduled to mail to members and subscribers on January 
20.  The theme of the issue is teens, tech, & learning and again helps to support the ideas of the 
YALSA white paper as well as helps readers learn about how to integrate informal learning 
techniques into their work. Along with two articles related to Teen Tech Week 2014, the issue 
also covers web making and civic engagement, badging, and learning labs. 
 
The 2014 fall issue will again have a theme that supports the YALSA white paper on the future 
of libraries and teens. It is likely that it will focus on helping library staff feel comfortable in 
change environments and help staff understand how to manage time and work activities in order 
to support the needs of the teens they serve. 
 


