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Item # 32 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

ALA Midwinter Meeting, Philadelphia 
January 24 – 28, 2014 

 
Topic: Creating Awareness via a National Celebration 
 
Background: YALSA’s Strategic Plan includes a goal of Advocacy and Activism 

stating, “Teen and young adult library services within all libraries are 
highly valued as a result of YALSA’s advocacy and activism efforts.”  
The Action Plan calls for YALSA to, “Better position existing YALSA 
resources and events, such as book awards, TRW, and TTW as 
advocacy opportunities for front line librarians and by library 
workers by incorporating advocacy resources and marketing 
materials for these products and events.”  While work has been done 
to incorporate advocacy into existing events, a more focused 
celebration may be more effective in terms of advocacy.  Jennifer 
Korn has presented a proposal below for Board consideration. 

 
Action Required:  Discussion 
 

 
Proposal 
Explore the possibility of developing a nationwide celebration of library services for teens either 
in conjunction with an existing celebration or as a new event. 
 
Rationale 
Celebrations currently in place:   

• YALSA supports the following nation-wide teen-focused celebrations:  
o Teen Tech Week™ www.ala.org/teentechweek   
o Celebrate Teen Literature Day 

http://wikis.ala.org/yalsa/index.php/Celebrate_Teen_Literature_Day 
o Teen Read Week™ www.ala.org/teenread  

• While advocacy can and does come out of these celebrations, and tools have been created 
to help celebrators use these events as advocacy opportunities, these celebrations do not 
focus on advocacy for teen services specifically.   

• ALA and several other ALA divisions host celebrations with an advocacy focus, 
including the following examples: 

o Banned Books Week (OIF): focus on Intellectual Freedom 
o El Dia (ALSC): initiative with focus on literacy, http://dia.ala.org/ 
o National Library Week (ALA): general celebration of libraries, www.ala.org/nlw   
o School Library Month (AASL): celebrating school libraries, 

www.ala.org/aasl/slm/  
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• Several other organizations host similar advocacy focused events, one of the most 
successful being The Afterschool Alliance’s Lights on Afterschool celebration.  
http://www.afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm 

 

Why is this needed? 
• According to the PLDS, only one-third of public libraries employ a dedicated teen-

services professional. There has also been a significant decrease in the number of 
professionals employed in school libraries and in the number of school libraries overall.  
(http://www.ala.org/news/state-americas-libraries-report-2013/school-libraries) 

• 28.2% of the public libraries that responded to the PLDS2012 Statistical Report do not 
provide any kind of focused young adult services.  
(http://publiclibrariesonline.org/2012/12/the-public-library-data-service-2012-statistical-
report-characteristics-and-trends/) 

• There is currently no celebration of overall library services for teens. This kind of 
celebration would provide opportunities to advocate the necessity of teen services to 
other library staff, administrations, directors, community members, and legislators.  

• This kind of celebration would support the advocacy points of YALSA’s Strategic Plan 
and Action Plan. 

• It would also support and advocate for points made in The Future of Library Services for 
and with Young Adults: a Call to Action report.   

• A celebration would encourage partnerships between YALSA and national youth serving 
organizations that have community-level presence.  This would in turn, encourage 
partnerships between Libraries and their local community organizations. 

Possible directions to go: 
• Model a celebration day on the Lights on Afterschool celebration, of which advocacy is a 

primary goal. www.afterschoolalliance.org/loa.cfm 
• Establish a celebration day separate from existing events that focuses on the broader 

picture of teen services and incorporates a strong advocacy piece. Ideas include: 
o Library Late Night or similar celebration. Celebrate near the summer solstice to 

take advantage Summer Reading initiatives libraries may be undertaking. 
o Teens @ your Library day 

• Establish an advocacy day within an existing celebration, such as Teen Read Week.  
• Partner with a national organization to create a new celebration that intersects with both 

groups’ goals/missions 
• Co-create a new celebration with state level library organizations 

Possible Next Steps: 
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• The new Advocacy standing board committee could further explore the need/interest in 
this type of event by:  

o Surveying the membership.  The survey should also provide the opportunity for 
feedback with regards to when and what kind of celebration will be most useful. 

o Examining other large-scale advocacy day efforts and The Future of Library 
Services for and with Young Adults: a Call to Action report to develop a best 
practices for such an event 

o Make a final recommendation to the Board with regards to the feasibility event, 
and if the decision is made to move forward, the specifics of the event.  

 


