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Item # 7 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
ALA Annual Conference, Orlando 

June 24 – 28, 2016 
 
Topic: Mission Moment: Connecting with Small, Rural & Tribal Libraries 
 
Background: YALSA received $305,000 in funding from the Institute of Museum 

and Library Services to implement “Future Ready with the Library.”  
This three year project will provide training for small, rural and 
tribal library staff so they can plan, deliver and evaluate college and 
career readiness services for and with the middle schoolers in their 
community.  The application period for the first cohort opened June 
1st. Beth Yoke provides some additional information below. 

 
Action Required:  Discussion 
 

 
There is strong interest/demand for this project, as evidenced by: 

• During the first two weeks of the application period, 13 individuals started or submitted 
an application 

• The State Library of California contacted YALSA to find out if we could accommodate 
more than 20 people in the first cohort, as they have a few people who they really want to 
receive the training, but who do not meet all of the eligibility criteria.  YALSA and the 
state library are currently working out the details of allowing three additional cohort 
members, who would be sponsored and funded by the CA state library. 

• The Chief Officers of State Library Agencies (COSLA) agreed to be a promotional 
partner and to provide an advisory board member.  Eight chief officers volunteered for 
the advisory board, and the group ultimately decided to put Kathi Peiffer’s name forward 
from the New Mexico State Library.  

Other information 

• A flier is being distributed at YALSA’s booth at Annual promoting the application period 
for the first cohort 

• YALSA’s program proposal relating to this project has been accepted for the upcoming 
Association of Rural and Small Libraries conference 

 

Additional Resources: 
• Future Ready with the Library web page, www.ala.org/yalsa/future-ready-library  
• Press release announcing receipt of the grant, www.ala.org/news/member-

news/2016/04/yalsa-awarded-imls-grant-help-rural-small-and-tribal-libraries   


