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Fall Executive Committee Meeting 
October 25-26, 2013, Chicago 

 
Topic:   MAE Trust Transfer Update 
 
Background: In 2011 a representative for the Margaret Edwards Trust approached 

ALA about the possibility of transferring the Trust  to ALA/YALSA.  
The approximate size of the Trust is $800,000.  The ALA 
Development Office worked with ALA Finance, YALSA and ALA 
legal counsel to explore the idea and develop a proposal.  Last month 
ALA’s Endowment Trustees approved the proposal to move the MAE 
Trust into ALA/YALSA for us with projects that enco urage teen 
reading and promote young adult literature.  The proposal next goes 
before the ALA Board for final approval.  If approv ed, YALSA’s 
Board will need to determine how the funds will be used.  Keith Fiels 
requested information from the YALSA Executive Director about 
possible uses for the funds, and the content of that memo is provided 
below.   

 
Action Required:  Information 
 
 
At this time we’re estimating that approximately $30,000 of interest from the fund per year will 
be available to YALSA to support efforts focused on the promotion of teen reading through 
libraries.  Up to now the Trust has provided funds for YALSA to:  

• Distribute an annual award of $1,000 for the best YA literature program 
• Provide a medal annually to each of the ten Alex Award winning authors  

  
The expectation is that these two activities will continue; however, this still leaves the bulk of the 
funds for other projects.  It is the purview of YALSA’s Board to determine how funds will be 
used, but YALSA does already have projects focused on teen reading that will likely be taken 
into serious consideration by the Board.  These include: 

• Teen Book Finder app: this Apple app requires about $3,000 a year to update, and that 
cost is expected to increase when the Android version releases next year.  Currently 
Dollar General grant funds are being used to cover that expense, but that funding source 
is not guaranteed from year to year. In 2014 YALSA will begin selling ads to be featured 
on the app. This could help recoup the costs of future app updates 

• Teen Read Week™: primary financial support for TRW has come from sponsorships 
and more recently from Dollar General grant funds.  Both of these funding sources are 
not reliable from year to year, especially those from sponsors. A steady funding source 
could help YALSA deliver more consistent resources around TRW to members each year 

• YALSA’s annual lists of recommended reading: these 7 lists are a key readers’ 
advisory and collection development tool for members. At this time YALSA does not 
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have any dedicated funding to support the dissemination of these to members and to the 
library community 

• YALSA’s Award for Nonfiction:  this award was established in 2009 and has no sponsor 
or dedicated funding source other than the bulk sale of seals from publishers, which at 
this time does not afford enough net revenue for adequate oversight and promotion of this 
award 

At this time YALSA staff do not plan on recommending to the YALSA Board disseminating 
the approximated $30,000 via mini-grants to libraries.  Overseeing an effective grant-making 
program is time consuming.  YALSA is currently offering at total of 50 mini-grants to 
libraries for both summer reading and Teen Read Week, and expansion of that effort is not 
within YALSA’s capacity at this time. Additionally, mini-grants limit the impact of the funds 
to the number of libraries receiving the grants.  YALSA, with its 5,100+ members, seeks to 
fund an effort that will have a broad impact. 

 


