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Item # 6 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

ALA Midwinter Meeting, Philadelphia 
January 24 – 28, 2014 

 
Topic: JRLYA Editor Midwinter Report 
 
Background: Denise Agosto, the Member Editor of JRLYA, has provided the Board 

with a semi-annual report.  As editor, Denise works closely with the 
JRLYA Advisory Board.  The journal is YALSA’s peer-reviewed, 
open source research journal that launched in November 2010 as part 
of the Board’s strategy for addressing the Research & Best Practices 
goal in the strategic plan. 

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 
 
Updates 

 

1. Manuscript Submissions 
Since I took over the editorship in early July, we have received seven paper submissions.  
Of the seven, I rejected two outright due to a lack of original research content.  I suggested 
that one author send the paper to an LIS student journal.  Reviewers rejected a third paper 
due to outdated data.  The remaining four papers were sent to reviewers, who suggested 
revisions.  I have accepted revised versions of two of these papers, and they are in process 
for January publication.  I am awaiting revised versions of the final two, with the intention 
of publishing them in the spring. 

 
2. Recent Publications/Publications in Process 

The two papers that have been reviewed, revised in accordance with reviews, and approved in 
revised form have been sent to a copy-editor.  We aim to publish them in January.  These are: 

 
1. “Beyond Books, Nooks, and Dirty Looks: The History and Evolution of Library 

Services to Teens in the United States,” by Shari A. Lee, Assistant Professor, St. 
John's University. 

 
In this paper, Dr. Lee traces the historically evolving purposes for public library 
services in the U.S., showing how YA services have evolved in accordance with 
changing public perceptions of adolescents and adolescence.  She suggests that more 
youth-centered research and a closer examination of the goals of YA services are 
needed to enable YA librarians to serve teens’ developmental and information needs 
more fully and to increase the appeal of YA services to the intended audience.  

 
2. “From Dickens to 9/11: Exploring Graphic Nonfiction to Support the Secondary 

School Curriculum,” by Barbara Guzzetti (Professor, Arizona State University), 
Marcia A. Mardis (Associate Professor, The Florida State University), and Felipe 
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Baez (Doctoral Candidate, Arizona State University). 
 
 

 
Although the YA library services professional literature is replete with enthusiastic 
graphic novel and graphic nonfiction recommendations, few studies have 
investigated graphic nonfiction as tools to support student learning.  Guzzetti, 
Mardis, and Baez surveyed 10 teens about their impressions of a traditional 
literature textbook, a nonfiction trade book, and a nonfiction graphic novel to 
compare student comprehension and interest in course material.  They conclude that 
graphic nonfiction might be useful additions to school curricula in a range of 
disciplines, fostering both increased motivation to learn and deeper understanding of 
topics of study. 
 

  
3. Mid-Winter Paper Presentation Award Papers 

As a contingency of winning the award, YALSA Mid-Winter Paper Presentation authors 
agree to publish their papers in JRLYA.  I have received a paper from 2013 winner Carol 
Tilley and have approved it for publication in the spring.  2014 winner Lesley Farmer has 
agreed to submit her paper by the end of February. 

 
 

4. Outstanding Recommendations 
The previous editor, Sandra Hughes-Hassell, recommended a redesign of the JRLYA 
website, timed in conjunction with the new web design for YALS and enabling the capture 
of statistics on site visitors and article downloads, if possible. 

 


