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Topic: 2017-2018 Presidential Initiative 

 

Background: YALSA Presidents can opt to have a theme for their presidential 
year. Selecting a theme typically begins with reading the YALSA 
strategic plan and thinking about what can be accomplished in a 
year that advances the plan.  The purpose of the theme is to give 
member leaders a focused initiative or set of activities around 
which to engage members and ultimately helps drive the 
association forward. Sandra Hughes-Hassell has provided an 
overview of her presidential initiative below. 

 
Action Required: Information 

 

2017-2018 Presidential Theme 
 
Youth Activism through Community Engagement is the theme of my 2017-2018 Presidential 
year. The theme reflects a number of the paradigm shifts identified in YALSA’s The Future of 
Libraries for and with Teens: A Call to Action including, connected learning, expanding literacies, 
social and economic factors affecting teens, building on teen’s motivation to learn, and developing 
workforce skills. The theme promotes teen involvement in their communities and the development 
of teens’ leadership skills. It emphasizes the “development of teen’s knowledge, skills, and abilities 
to be experts on issues of importance to them, and catalyze systemic change in collaboration with 
peers and supportive adults” (Powers & Alman, 2012). It provides libraries with the opportunity to 
act as a connector between teens and other community agencies. Moreover, it provides library staff 
with professional development opportunities and resources that will not only allow them to engage 
teens in community building, but will also enable them to expand their own advocacy and 
community engagement skills. Finally, the theme allows YALSA to connect with other national 
organizations focused on youth community building such as the YPAR Hub 
(http://yparhub.berkeley.edu/) and The Lamp (http://thelamp.org/about/). 
 
The theme strongly aligns with YALSA’s vision and mission statements by supporting 
library staff in working with teens to address the unique challenges they face in their 
communities and creating opportunities for teens’ personal growth, academic success, and 
career development.  The theme demonstrates YALSA’s commitment to an asset-based and 
youth-centered approach to the transformation of libraries and teen services, and will help 
library staff focus on developing many of the teen outcomes described in the Reimagined 
Library Services for and with Teens infographic.  
 
Goals: 
 
Goals for Teens: To gain skills in a number of areas, such as leadership, critical thinking, 
teamwork, research, and communication, as a result of being engaged in advocacy and civic 
engagement. Ultimately, teens will become empowered to affect positive community change.  
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Goals for Library Staff: To gain an expanded understanding of community issues affecting teens 
and to increase their ability to develop youth- and community-centered programming and services 
that emphasize the development of teens’ knowledge, skills, and abilities to engage in advocacy 
and civic engagement. 
 
Goals for YALSA: To leverage YALSA programs, activities, and communications to promote the 
transformation of teen library services, and to implement ongoing curricula to build library staffs’ 
knowledge and skills to bring about the transformation of teen library services (strategies identified 
in Implementation Plan-Leading the Transformation of Teen Services). 
 
Next Step 
Obtain Board approval to assemble a Presidential Advisory Task Force that will focus on the 
theme. The task force will review the probable and possible activities listed below, and keep the 
Board informed via quarterly chair reports.  
 
Possible activities for the Presidential Advisory Task Force include:  

• Working with YALSA staff to identify and collaborate with potential partners for YALSA 
who are focused on community engagement and community building with youth. 

• Working with relevant chairs and member editors to infuse the theme throughout current 
YALSA projects including the YALSA journals, YALSABlog, Teen Tech Week™, Teen 
Read Week™, District Days, etc. 

• Working with the CE Consultant to offer professional development opportunities that will 
prepare library staff to build teen’s civil engagement skills and to conduct YPAR – 
“systematic research to improve their lives, their communities, and the institutions intended 
to serve them” (YPAR, http://yparhub.berkeley.edu/learn-about-ypar/) 

• Engaging YALSA members in a “One Community, One Read” event focused on a topic 
such as civic engagement or youth participatory action research 

• Developing an online resource tentatively titled Youth Activism through Community 
Engagement: A Handbook for Youth Services Staff in Libraries 

• Produce a position paper on the library’s role in fostering civic engagement in teens 
• Other activities as identified by the task force 

 
Fiscal Implications 

• Member leader time on the coordinating group 
• Staff time to support the task force, handle the President’s Program logistics, promote 

resources, etc.  
 
Measuring Impact 

• Knowledge and skills members gain via CE that is offered 
• Outcomes of any partnerships 
• Distribution and use of materials, such as the position paper 

 
Additional Resources 

• The Future of Libraries for and with Teens: A Call to Action 
• Reimagined Library Services for and with Teens 
• Youth Participatory Action Research A Review of the Literature 
• How Participatory Action Research Can Promote Social Change and Help Youth 

Development 
• YPAR Hub 


