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Fall Executive Committee Meeting 
October 25-26, 2013, Chicago 

 
Topic:   ALA Council Update 
 
Background: YALSA’s Division Councilor, Vicki Emery , has provided an update 

on ALA Council that includes major items approved by Council at the 
2013 ALA Annual Conference as well as recent discussions on the 
Council listserv. 

 
Action Required:  Information  
 
2013 ALA Annual Conference 
Chicago, IL 
 
Action items approved by ALA Council affect many areas of our organization and YALSA.  I 
encourage all Board Members to go to the following site to read how ALA Council allocated 
their three meetings: http://ow.ly/ellah (.pdf).  Here are some highlights that may affect YALSA 
members: 
 
ALA Council I 
Sunday, June 30, 2013 
 
ADOPTED, ALA CD #37, Resolution Reaffirming ALA’s  Commitment to basic Literacy, 
which read: “That the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members: (1) 
reaffirms and supports the principle that lifelong literacy is a basic right for all individuals in our 
society and is essential to the welfare of the nation; (2) reaffirms the core value of basic literacy 
in its purest form must be reaffirmed as foundational to lifelong learning and is the building 
block for developing other literacies; (3) urges all ALA units and libraries of all types to actively 
seek and develop partnerships with other literacy providers; and (4) urges all ALA units and 
libraries of all types to make learning to read a high priority by incorporating literacy initiatives 
into programs and services for all users.” 
 
ADOPTED, ALA CD #47, Resolution Commending the Freedom to Read Foundation (FTRF) 
for Defending Videogames, which read: “that the American Library Association (ALA), on 
behalf of its members: (1) commends the FTRF for recognizing videogames as a non-print 
medium in libraries worthy of First Amendment protections; (2) continues to support the FTRF 
in defense of libraries when presented with challenges to videogames included in gaming 
collections; (3) continues to support the FTRF and supports Game-RT so that it may be ‘a force 
for initiating and supporting game programming in libraries’; and (4) continues to stand by the 
FTRF in alignment with the researchers, politicians and institutions that  challenge unscientific 
studies attributing violent behavior to videogames.” 
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ALA Council II 
Monday, July 1, 2013 
 
VOTED to incorporate into the ALA Policy Manual a policy to protect library user 
confidentiality in self-service hold practices. 
 
ADOPTED, ALA CD #44 (revised), Resolution on Prayer in ALA Meetings, as amended to 
read: “The American Library Association, as a secular institution in a country that is increasingly 
diverse religiously, refrains from having public prayers during its meetings.  Moments of silence 
may be observed during meetings.” 
 
ADOPTED, ALA CD #41, Resolution on Library Service to the Community in Disasters to read: 
“Resolved that the American Library Association on behalf of its members: (1) acknowledges 
that many libraries across the country have provided library and emergency services in disasters 
including storms, fires, earthquakes and floods and applauds those actions; (2) recognizes the 
significant contributions of libraries and library staff who have provided effective emergency 
response/recovery services, and responded to the needs of their communities following 
hurricanes Sandy and Irene in ways that go above and beyond the regular call of duty; and (3) 
sends a letter acknowledging the work and contributions of libraries and library staff to the State 
Chapters in the affected states to be passed on to the appropriate parties and ensure that such a 
letter is sent whenever libraries lead community recovery.” 
 
DEFEATED, ALA CD #42, Resolution on Divestment of Holdings in Fossil Fuel Companies 
 
ALA Council III 
Tuesday, July 2, 2013 
 
ADOPTED, ALA CD#20.4 (COL) and ALA CD #19.2 (IFC), resolution on the Need for 
Reforms for the Intelligence Community to Support Privacy, Open Government, Government 
Transparency, and Accountability, as amended to read: “that the American Library Association, 
on behalf of its members: (1) reaffirms its unwavering support for the fundamental principles 
that are the foundation of our free and democratic society, including a system of public 
accountability, government transparency, and oversight that supports people’s right to know 
about and participate in our government; (2) calls upon the US Congress, President Obama, and 
the Courts, in light of present revelations related to NSA’s surveillance activities conducted 
pursuant to orders issued by the Foreign Intelligent Surveillance Court under Sections 215 and 
702 of the USA PATRIOT Act, to reform our nation’s climate of secrecy, overclassification, and 
secret law regarding national security and surveillance, to align with these democratic principles; 
(3) urges the US congress and President Obama to provide authentic protections that prevent 
government intimidation and criminal prosecution of government employees and private 
contractors who make disclosures of wrong doing in the intelligence community; (4) calls upon 
the public to engage in and our members to lead public dialogues discussing the right to privacy, 
open government and balancing civil liberties and national security; (5) encourages the public to 
support bills and other proposals that both secure and protect our rights to privacy, free 
expression and free association and promote a more open, transparent government; and  (6) 
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expresses its thanks and appreciation to the members of Congress who work to protect our 
privacy and civil liberties.” 
 
ADOPTED, ALA CD #20.5, Resolution Urging Congress to designate the Government Printing 

Office as the Lead Agency to Manage the Lifecycle of Digital United States Government 
Information,  which read: “That the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its 

members: (1) urges Congress designate the Government Printing Office the lead agency 

to develop a United States federal government-wide strategy for managing the lifecycle 

of digital government publications, documents, information, and web sites; (2) urges 

Congress authorize the Government Printing Office to develop and administer standards 

and procedures for the United States federal government which include rules for 

dismantling sites and archiving web content, including the preservation of all pertinent 

data protocols, documentation, and software programs for evaluating and manipulating 

the content for permanent public access; (3) urges Congress require that the 

Government Printing Office consult with the United States federal publishing agencies, 

the National Libraries, and professional library and archiving groups in the development 

of these standards and procedures;  (4) urges Congress provide the Government 

Printing Office sufficient funding to handle the archiving of web content, to perform its 

duties on an ongoing basis and additional funding as necessary to fully assist agencies 

when they are forced to decommission a web site.”  

 

ADOPTED, CD#19.3, Resolution Supporting Librarians Sued for Doing Their Professional Duty, 

which read: “That the American Library Association (ALA), on behalf of its members most 

strongly urges publishers to refrain from actions such as filing libel suits when in disagreement 

with librarians who have publically shared their professional opinions and instead to rely upon 

the free exchange of views in the marketplace of ideas to defend their interests as publishers.” 

 

ADOPTED, ALA CD#50, A Resolution to Decrease Printing for Council Meetings, which read:  

“That the American Library Association (ALA) Council, on behalf of its members requests the 

Executive Director to develop and implement an opt-in program for Councilors to elect to 

receive electronic-only Council documents and reduce the number of regularly printed copies 

of documents.” 

 

ALA Council Update since Annual Conference in Chicago (pertinent discussions on the 
listserv, possible Midwinter resolutions, etc.) 

• No Council conversations on ALA Connect. 
• On the listserv: Discussions relative to the role of governance in leading change in ALA, 

especially related to budget and outsourcing.  Related discussions: (1) the role of the 
Planning and Budget Assembly; (2) restructuring ALA as a strategy for addressing 
ongoing budget concerns (some feel complexity is a liability, others a strength); (3) the 
viability of depending on revenue streams such as publishing, conferences and cataloging 

• President Barbara Stripling’s Declaration for the Right to Libraries is now online for 
signatures: http://www.ilovelibraries.org/declaration/sign 
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2014 ALA Midwinter Council and Other Meetings 
 
Saturday, January 25, 2014 

• Council Orientation, 8:00 – 10:30 AM 
• Council/Executive Board/Membership Information Session, 3:00 – 4:30 PM 
• ALA Presidential/Treasurer Candidates Forum, 4:30 – 5:30 PM 
• Council Reception, 9:00 – 10:00 PM 

 
Sunday, January 26, 2014 

• Council I, 8:30 – 11:00 AM 
• ALA-APA Council, 11:00 – 11:30 AM 
• ALA President’s Program, 3:30 – 5:30 PM 

 
Monday, January 27, 2014 

• Youth Media Awards, 7:45 – 9:00 AM 
• Youth Council Caucus, 9:00 – 10:00 AM 
• Council II, 10:00 – 12:15 PM 
• ALA Executive Board Candidates Forum, 12:30 – 1:30 PM or immediately following the 

adjournment of Council II 
 
Tuesday, January 28, 2014 

• Council III, 9:30 AM – 12:30 PM 
 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Vicki Emery, YALSA Division Councilor 
 
Additional Resources: 

• Council meeting agendas:  
http://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/council/council_agendas 

• Guidelines for Preparation of ALA Resolutions: 
http://www.ala.org/aboutala/governance/council/resolution_guidelines 


