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YALSA Board of Directors 

ALA Annual, Washington D.C. 

June 20-25 2019 

Topic: Re-Envisioning TRW/TTW Taskforce 

 

Background:  The TRW/TTW Taskforce was created in Fall 2018 to create a new 

month-long celebration taking the place of Teen Read Week and Teen 

Tech Week, and will finish its duties in October 2019. Kelsey Socha, 

chair, has provided the YALSA Board with a report.  

 

Action Required: Discussion 

 
Overview 

There is a demonstrated need for Teen Tech Week and Teen Read Week to consolidate into one 

larger program, allowing easier access and planning of libraries of all sizes. Teen Tech Week and 

Teen Read Week will be combined into a one month long campaign focused on advocating for 

and raising awareness of teen services in libraries in October, with a public naming contest set to 

finish up at the end of June. The campaign will offer suggestions for how to implement library 

services to teens year-round via an online toolkit, as well as providing downloadable materials 

for use with libraries of all sizes in a website that is at least partially available all year round.  

 

Since Midwinter, the Taskforce has created an online toolkit, which they are currently in the 

process of revising, with the goal of going public in Summer 2019.  

  

Questions for the Board’s Consideration 

● The new event will need a website, ideally one to go live this summer, ahead of the first 

chapter in this new event. How will YALSA sustain and update this website every year? 

● Though the plan for this new teen event is for it to not be dependent on themes, changes 

will still be necessary every year, particularly based on participant feedback. How will 

the changes to the toolkit be implemented? 

○ Will a new committee be created to handle these changes? 

● Ideally, future years of the program will involve educational webinars and other timely 

training for library staff. How will these be implemented and what will be the timeline?  

 

Financial Implications 

Merging the two programs into one may result in a greater initial expenses for YALSA staff and 

at participating libraries, but these may decrease in following years once the framework is 

established. 

Though advertising materials are slated to be digital in the first year of production, any printed 

and mailable materials in the future will come at a cost, as will graphic design work and website 

upkeep.  

Possible Next Steps 

● Begin work on promotional materials for the upcoming teen month, as well as creating a 

website 
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● Vote to form a permanent committee to facilitate work for the new Teen Event in the 

future, beginning in November 2019.  

 

Additional Information 

Our toolkit is currently in revisions, but a revised copy will be provided to the Board shortly. 


