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Item # 2 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

via Conference Call 
December 5, 2014 

 
Topic: Confirmation of Amazing Audiobooks Policy Change 
 
Background: Colleen Seisser, the chair of the Amazing Audiobooks Committee, 

submitted a request for board action to update the committee’s 
policies and procedures.  In November the YALSA Board, via its 
space in ALA Connect, discussed the recommendation and voted on 
Nov. 19th to approve it as presented.  Including the item as a part of 
this meeting simply ensures it will be entered into the official record of 
the association.   

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 

 
Request for Board Action 
 
Name: Colleen Seisser 
 
YALSA affiliation: Amazing Audiobooks for Young Adults Committee Chair 
 
Requests:  

1) Add the following new eligibility criteria to the Amazing Audiobooks Policies & 
Procedures. 

 
• All literary genres are eligible for consideration. 
• The Committee will consider and vote on titles published within the past two calendar 

years. A title may only be submitted once and cannot be reconsidered the next year. 
• Audiobooks must be available for libraries to purchase and lend.  This can include a 

digital format that is available for lending or in a physical format. 
• Titles previously published in another country (in any format) will be considered eligible 

the first year the title is available for libraries to purchase and lend in the US. 
• Titles previously unavailable in a format for libraries to purchase and lend will be 

considered eligible the first year the title is available for libraries to purchase and lend. 
• The audiobook is intended for or appeals to young adults, who are defined as persons age 

12 to 18; works for this entire age range are to be considered.  Adult titles are also 
eligible for consideration if they have crossover appeal. 

• Audiobooks featuring single or full cast narration are eligible. 
• The chair, with assistance from designated YALSA staff and the Board Liaison, is 

responsible for verifying the eligibility of all nominated titles. 
 

2) Change the following existing criteria: 
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From “Informative packaging is required” to “Informative packaging is preferred.” 
 
 Rationale: 
 

• Currently there are no eligibility requirements listed in the AAYA Policies & Procedures.  
Adding eligibility criteria will make AAYA consistent with other YALSA lists and 
awards.   

• Not having the eligibility requirements clearly outlined has caused each committee to 
interpret which titles are eligible for the list slightly different.  

•  Formalizing the eligibility criteria will make the list more consistent from year to year as 
well as ease the transition between Chairs. 

• Due to the nature of increased digital submissions, informative packaging is not always 
possible.  However, informative packaging--whether the physical container or the 
metadata with digital submissions-- can enhance the listening experience and should be 
considered. 

• The proposed changes address the increasing number of digital submissions that are 
received.  In order to better manage digital submissions, committees in the past have only 
considered digital submissions if they are available for a library to purchase and lend.  
This criterion allows the committee to consider digital submissions while still creating a 
list that can be used by members as a collection development and readers’ advisory tool. 

 
Requested Action: 
The YALSA Board of Directors adopt the proposed new and proposed modification of existing 
criteria, as presented in this document.  The changes will go into effect with the committee that 
begins work on Feb. 1, 2015. 
 
Additional information:   

• In developing the Eligibility Criteria and changing the packaging criteria for Amazing 
Audiobooks, past chairs were consulted, the current Odyssey Chair, the Board Liaison 
and YALSA Staff Liaison.  Together, we all worked to make this language and criteria 
consistent with what has been the practice for the past years. 

• The only difference between the proposed eligibility criteria for AAYA and the Odyssey 
eligibility criteria is that Odyssey currently states:  Audiobooks produced previously in 
another audio format are ineligible for consideration. 

• Amazing Audiobooks policies and procedures, 
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklistsawards/booklists/amazingaudiobooks/policies  

• Odyssey policies and procedures, 
http://www.ala.org/yalsa/booklistsawards/bookawards/odyssey/policies   

 
 

 


