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Fall Executive Committee Meeting 

October 22-23, 2010, Chicago 

 

Topic:   IMLS Grant Proposal Partner Request 

 

Background: Cindy Welch phoned the YALSA office recently to explore the 

possibility of partnering with YALSA on a project, which would be 

submitted to the IMLS as a proposal for a Laura Bush 21
st
 Century 

Librarian Program grant.  The project is outlined below.  The 

Executive Committee will want to discuss this opportunity and make 

a recommendation to the Board on how best to move forward. 

 

Action Required:  Action 

 

 

DRAFT IMLS Abstract 

Teens and the Public Library: A Longitudinal Study 

 

We have anecdotal, local, information about how libraries work with teens, what changes have 

happened as the result of technology and recession, but we really don’t know what is happening. 

Teens, described by the American Library Association (YALSA) as those between 12 and 18, 

have been users of the American public library since its inception. Cultural issues have historical 

– and currently – caused them to be conflated with children, but research in the past ten years has 

conclusively demonstrated differences in cognitive, social, and emotional development for this 

age group. However, public libraries continue to collect statistics on “children,” and make 

decisions about collections and services to both children and teens based on seriously flawed, 

even nonexistent information. Even though IMLS added two questions to its public library 

statistics program in 2009, this falls far short of providing meaningful data for decision-making. 

There have been only three comprehensive surveys of teen services at public libraries: 1987 and 

1995, by NCES; 2007 by PLA as part of their Public Library Data Service Statistical Report. I 

was fortunate enough to help with the 2007 survey, which is based in large part upon the 1995 

NCES survey, providing the beginnings of any sort of longitudinal understanding of the impact 

of teens on libraries. 

 

I am proposing two options to help remedy this deplorable lack of information: 

 

1. A national planning meeting, to bring key players to the table to discuss how statistics 

might more reliably be collected, and by whom. The players should include (but not be limited 

to) IMLS, PLA, YALSA, along with other funding agencies interested in adolescents. It may be 

that PLA would consent to include teens as a special group in their rotation of budget, children, 

facilities, thus guaranteeing data on a regular basis. At the conclusion of the planning meeting(s), 

we would produce a white paper detailing the state of statistics and a plan for action to improve 

their collection. 

 

2. A longitudinal study, using the question set developed from 2007 that will survey 
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American public libraries at least every 3-5 years, to determine the scope of collections, staffing, 

services, training, etc. This information would be shared with all library directors and decision 

makers in the LIS community, to help with planning, budgeting, and appropriate support for the 

next generation of informed citizens. 

 

--respectfully submitted, Cindy C. Welch, Ph.D. 

Assistant Professor, School of Information Sciences, UT-K 

 


