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Fall Executive Committee Meeting 

October 22-23, 2010, Chicago 

 

Topic:   2011 Road Trip Planning 

 

Background: In the summer of 2010 the Board voted to establish a taskforce to plan 

and implement a road trip to ALA accredited schools of library and 

information science as part of YALSA’s member engagement and 

recruitment goal in the strategic plan.  Letitia Smith, YALSA’s 

Membership Coordinator, has worked with Jerene Battisti, the 

taskforce chair on initial planning.  Letitia has provided an update 

below. 

 

Action Required:  Information 

 

 

2011 LIS Road Trip Task Force: 

In order to ensure continued progress toward member engagement and raise awareness of 

YALSA as a resource among students and faculty and continue progress toward our recruitment 

goal, the 2011 LIS Road Trip Task Force was established.  We want to have a YALSA presence 

at every ALA accredited graduate schools of library and information science (forty-nine in US 

and seven in Canada).  

 

The taskforce will: 

 Develop a planning guide/tool kit,  

 Adapt materials and specifically gear them to library school students and faculty, 

 Create a space in the YALSA Wiki or ALA Connect to recruit volunteers and also share 

news and information, 

 Maintain a calendar of events on the YALSA website,  

 Research type of event/setting to promote YALSA, i.e. happy hour, library meeting 

room, etc., 

 Provide distance-learning events, 

 Promote LIS Road Trips via: ALA Student Newsletter, jESSE listserv (a listserv 

discussion group that promotes discussion of library and information science education 

issues in a world-wide context) , ALISE (Association for Library and Information 

Science Education) Annual Conference, blog posts and email blasts, snail mailings,  

 

Results: 

 By focusing on graduate schools, YALSA will recruit new student members as well as 

new members from higher education faculty.   

 The 2011 Road Trips will provide a means for members who may not be aware of 

YALSA and what YALSA can provide.     

 Raise awareness in the library community about YALSA products and services; members 

are eligible for key resources such as scholarships, grants and mentoring. 

 YALSA’s networking opportunities via its discussion & interest groups, social 
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networking sites, conference programs, monthly e-chats, etc. provide members with a 

chance to explore possible career options and interact with potential employers.  

 YALSA members also have full access to ALA’s career resources and placement 

services. 

o YALSA has a Student Interest Group where members can network with fellow 

students and faculty and discuss issues of importance to upcoming librarians. 

o YALSA is a well-known and respected organization within the field. Joining the 

Association and listing it on your resume will catch the eye of potential 

employers. 


