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Fall Executive Committee Meeting 

October 22-23, 2010, Chicago 

 

Topic:   Committee Appointments 

 

Background: According to the YALSA Handbook, it is the responsibility of the 

President-Elect to make all the appointments to the YALSA and 

appropriate ALA committees.  In an effort to choose the best persons 

possible, it is desirable that the President-Elect receives input from 

the Appointments Taskforce and the Executive Committee.  It is also 

important to annually review ALA Committees and identify which 

ones YALSA would benefit from having a presence on, then 

recruiting YALSA members to put their name forward.  This would 

help assure that YALSA was adequately represented at the ALA level. 

 

Action Required:  Action  

 

 

YALSA Appointments: The deadline for submitting selection committee volunteer forms 

was September 30. 129 members submitted forms. On Monday, October 4, invitations were sent 

out to prospective chairs for the selection committees. As of Thursday, October 7, all but one had 

accepted, and that one had talked to Beth about the responsibilities and was considering it. A 

number of current members of selection committees who were eligible for reappointment did not 

submit volunteer forms. According to the people who emailed me and the chairs with whom I 

spoke on the phone, a number of people are facing cutbacks at their schools and libraries and 

can’t depend on institutional support to attend two conferences per year, and this has affected 

their ability to be on selection committees. 

 

The committee appointments task force has begun making recommendations to me to fill the 

vacant slots. I hope that by the time we meet at the Fall Executive Committee Meeting, most, if 

not all, of the appointments will be made. 

 

All Chairs have been appointed to selection committees:  

 Alex Awards:  Karen Keys 

 Amazing Audiobooks:  Jennifer Lawson 

 BFYA:  Patti Tjomsland 

 Fabulous Films:  Sarah Sogigian 

 Great Graphic Novels:  Joy Kim 

 PPYA:  Valerie Davis 

 Quick Picks:  Heather Gruenthal 

 Morris:  Teri Lesesne 

 Readers Choice:  Gail Zachariah 
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ALA appointments: the ALA Appointments Committee has had one conference call to 

discuss the process of making appointments. We will also meet over dinner at the Fall Executive 

Meeting. Volunteer forms are due November 5. 

 

Based on Board feedback as to which ALA committees are priorities for YALSA representation, 

I have contacted a number of YALSA members about submitting volunteer forms for ALA 

committees. These include: 

 Ben Carter, for OITP Policy Advisory Committee 

 Shannon Peterson and Alexandra Tyle Annen for Membership Committee (Alexandra 

responded that she is unable to take this on this year) 

 Mary Arnold and Ma’Lis Wendt for Nominating 

 Don Latham for Research and Statistics 

 Christian Zabriskie for Legislation 

 Anthony Bernier for Accreditation 

 Nick Buron, Paula Brehm-Heeger, Gail Tobin, and Angela Carstenson, for Council 

Committee on Committees and other Council and ALA Committees 

 Monique Delatte and Francisca Goldsmith for Training, Orientation, & Leadership 

Development 


