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Spring Executive Committee Meeting 
April 20th, 2010 via Conference Call 

 
Topic:   Proceeding with Award Events 
 
Background: At Midwinter 2010 YALSA hosted a joint Morris & Nonfiction 

Award Presentation and Program. The program was held directly 
after the Joint Youth Division Membership Reception and was 
attended by publishers, authors, Morris and Nonfiction Committee 
members and members and non-members of YALSA. Approximately 
200 people attended the event.  The Executive Committee needs to 
make a recommendation to the Board as to how best to proceed with 
honoring the winners/honorees of YALSA’s Morris and Nonfiction 
Awards. 

 
Action Required:  Discussion 
 
 
A question on a survey sent out to conference attendees following Midwinter asked for feedback 
on this Midwinter event. However, because of the limited number of responses, (111 people 
responded to the survey and over 80% of those did not attend the event) the feedback is too 
limited to help drive any decision making.  
 
In regards to this event at the 2010 Midwinter Meeting, publishers were primarily concerned 
that: 1) they did not receive enough notice about the new event (they were notified in Sept. 2009) 
and 2) that the event was held at Midwinter and not Annual. In the letter YALSA received from 
John Mason, it was also stated that in general publishers do not wish to bring YA authors to 
Midwinter.   
 
While the Morris Award finalists were not in attendance at the 2010 event, the winner did submit 
a video, and all of the other Morris finalists submitted statements. The Nonfiction Award 
finalists, and the winner, all attended the event and spoke to attendees.  
 
The Executive Committee needs to discuss how best to proceed with recognizing the Morris and 
Nonfiction awards and to develop a recommendation for the Board to consider. 
 
Questions to Consider: 

 What will best serve/benefit members? 
 What is the most fitting way to honor the winners/honorees of these awards? 
 How best to cover the cost of an award event or events? 

o Will members attend an event or events if there is a fee? 
o Would defraying the cost of an event(s) with funds from the Morris Endowment 

be a good use of Morris funds? 
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 Does hosting an event at Midwinter help to highlight the awards more successfully than 
doing so at Annual, when most ALA book awards are honored? 

 Is there time in the Annual schedule to add another awards event(s)? 
o This issue was explored in 2008, when the Odyssey Award was first given, then 

again when the Morris Award was first awarded in 2009.   
 The Odyssey Award event, for its three years of existence, has been held 

on Mon. from 4:00 – 5:30 PM at Annual. 
 For the first year of the Morris Award, the Board decided there was not 

room in the schedule for a new event, so the Morris Award Program was 
combined with the YA Author Coffee Klatch.   

 Is it desirable or feasible to honor the Morris Award at the biennial symposium? 
 Should there be one event that honors multiple awards jointly, or should there be a 

separate event for each award? 
 Is the nature of the Morris Award a critical factor?  Publishers seem reluctant to cover the 

cost of sending unknown, or little known, authors to conferences.  For the first year of the 
award, only one out of the five authors recognized by the award came to the Annual 
conference. 

 What is the desired type and level of publisher involvement in an award event(s)? 
 
Additional Resources: 

 The live blog of the event available at  
http://yalsa.ala.org/blog/2010/01/18/morris-and-nonfiction-awards-live-blog/  

 


