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Topic: Selected List Portfolio Proposal 
 
Background: Over the past several years YALSA Board members and staff 

received feedback from selection committee members regarding the 
level of work involved in successful development of high-quality lists. 
As a result, starting in 2007, the YALSA Board initiated a variety of 
information gathering and evaluation procedures in order to identify 
the best way to implement an efficient, manageable process by which 
committees develop lists that support the needs of the Association’s 
members, the library community and the teens that they serve.  At the 
2009 Annual meeting, the Board directed the Executive Committee to 
“develop a new selected list proposal with feedback from members to 
be presented at the Fall Executive Committee Meeting and then 
presented to the Board.”  The final proposal, which was presented as 
a draft at the fall meeting, then revised and shared with the Board for 
comment in December, is presented below. 

 
Action Required:  Action 
 

 
Proposal: 
To integrate and brand YALSA’s portfolio of selected lists and awards to: 1) better meet the 
needs of YALSA’s members and the library community; 2) redirect the work of the selection 
committees so that the workload is more focused, manageable and meaningful; and 3) to help 
YALSA achieve its marketing goal in the strategic plan.  The proposal integrates the following 
components: 
 
1. The heading “Best of the Best for Young Adults” will be used to promote all of YALSA’s lists 
and book and media awards inclusively, including but not limited to an annually disseminated 
cumulative list of the top ten titles selected by each of YALSA’s various selection committees 
(see the list at the end of this document).* 
 
2. The current standing Best Books for Young Adults Committee will have an updated charge for 
its work in order to focus solely on annual publications of fiction (not including graphic novels) 
published for young adults.  In order to reflect this change, the name of the list will become Best 
Fiction for Young Adults.  This revision is in response to YALSA’s expanded portfolio of lists 
and awards and helps to decrease overlap between the BBYA list and other lists, such as that 
generated by the Alex Award Committee.  This revision will also make the committee’s 
workload more focused and manageable.   
 
3. The number of books honored by the Alex Award will be increased.  The ten winning titles 
will appear in addition to a list of the committee’s official nominations.  This deeper Alex list 
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responds to members’ and librarians’ stated need for more extensive recommendations of adult 
books of teen interest. 
 
Rationale: 
Eighty years ago when ALA launched the “Books for Young People” list, today known as 
YALSA’s “Best Books for Young Adults” list, it served as a one-of-a-kind resource for 
librarians serving teens. In the decades since ALA’s launch of the list:  

• YALSA has added a seven of its own YA lists that focus on a variety of formats and 
genres, including lists devoted to adult titles, graphic novels and YA nonfiction.  

• Increasingly in recent years there has been noticeable overlap between BBYA and other 
YALSA lists.  The seven lists that have been established since BBYA therefore supplant 
the concept of one generic list that encompasses all recommended reading for teens in 
various formats and genres. 

• The number of YA and adult books published in a given year has grown dramatically 
since ALA established the “Books for Young People” list.  According to the Bowker 
Annual, there were 2,100 hardcover YA titles published, and 46,050 hardcover adult titles 
published in 2008.  It is simply not reasonable to expect the BBYA Committee to be able 
to adequately identify and read potential nominees from such an enormous body of work. 

• There is concern among member leaders that the portfolio of YALSA’s lists, as they are 
now, are not useful to many members or the library community.  One specific request 
from members is for YALSA to recommend more adult titles with teen appeal. 

• Multiple selection committees have raised a concern about the workload and other issues, 
but despite multiple attempts no viable solutions have been implemented. 

• An analysis of the 2005 – 2009 BBYA lists found a total of 16 “small press” titles out of 
a total of 430 titles.  Therefore, in the past five years, just 3.7% of titles on the BBYA 
lists have come from small presses.  Small press was defined as publishers having sales 
below $50 million annually or publishing fewer than 10 titles a year.   

 
Proposed Actions: 

• The YALSA Board direct the O&B Committee to update appropriate committee policies 
and direct the YALSA staff to brand all of YALSA’s lists and awards according to the 
above proposal.  Changes to be effective with the start of the 2011 selection committees. 

• The YALSA Board direct the appropriate Board Liaisons to work with affected 
committees to ensure a smooth transition to the new policies. 

• The YALSA Board direct itself, one year after the changes have been implemented, to 
evaluate the success of the changes and make adjustments as necessary. 

 
Additional Resources: 
Please note that all Board documents and official meeting minutes can be found online at 
http://tinyurl.com/yhplq6a  

• 2007 Annual Board Document #16 “Request for Board Action: New Taskforce for 
Booklists” 

• 2008 Midwinter Board Document #18 “Selection List Taskforce Final Recommendations”  
• 2008 February Board Meeting Board Document #4 “Selected List Task Force Final 

Recommendations” 
• 2008 Annual Board Document #23 “Request for Board Action: BBYA”  
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• 2009 Midwinter Meeting Board Document #14 “BBYA Ad-hoc Committee Report” 
• 2009 Annual Board Document #14 “Modernizing Selected List Portfolio” 
• 2009 August Board Meeting Document #5 “Selection Committee Terms of 

Appointment” 
• 2009 August Board Meeting Document #11 “Selected Lists & BBYA Update” 
• Best Books for Young Adults, 3rd ed. (2007) 

o “Selecting the Best: a brief history of BBYA,” pp 3 – 8 (includes information on 
previous names for the BBYA list as well as the different focuses it has had over 
the years) 

o “An Analysis of the Lists,” pp 9 25 (includes information about titles that overlap 
with other YALSA lists) 

• Eagle, mk.  “Lions and Tigers and Best Books--Oh My!”  YALSA Blog.  July 20, 2009.  
http://tinyurl.com/ylkvtdl  

• It’s Not How Long You Make It, Is It? 
www.hbook.com/blog/2009/09/its-not-how-long-you-make-it-is-it.html  

• Koelling, Holly.  “Making the List: behind the scenes of the BBYA committee, a 
retrospective.”  YALS (2007: Vol. 6 No. 1) p 28 – 31.  

 
*YALSA’s Current Selected Lists & Awards Committees as of December 2009 

o Selection Committees  
 Amazing Audiobooks for Young Adults 
 Best Books for Young Adults 
 Fabulous Films for Young Adults 
 Great Graphic Novels for Teens 
 Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults 
 Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 
 Teens' Top Ten 

Special note: Outstanding Books for the College Bound is only active every five 
years, and 2009 is an inactive year for this committee.  There is currently a taskforce 
working on a readers’ choice list, which would become an annual list of 
recommended reading as developed by the YALSA membership. 
 
o Book & Media Awards Committees 

 Alex Award 
 Margaret A. Edwards Award 
 William C. Morris Award 
 Odyssey Award  
 Michael L. Printz Award 
 YALSA Award for Excellence in Nonfiction for Young Adults 
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