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Item # 43 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

ALA Midwinter Meeting, Denver 
January 23-28, 2009 

 
Topic: YALSA at Annual 2009 Update 
 
Background: Listed below are the highlights of YALSA events at the 2009 ALA 

Annual Conference in Chicago, July 9-15.   The recession is already 
impacting libraries and their travel budgets.  YALSA will need to do 
an effective job of marketing these events to ensure a good turn out.  
Ticketed events at Annual normally provide YALSA with about 
$30,000 in net revenue each year.   

 
Action Required:   Information 
 

 
FRIDAY July 10 

8:30 AM - 5:00 PM  
Full day preconference  
Genre Galaxy: Explore the Universe of Teen Reading  
Ticketed Event-- YALSA Member: $195; ALA Member: $235; Non-Member: $285; 
Student/Retired Member: $195. Lunch included. New to teen literature or need a refresher on 
current trends? Discover new ways to connect with teen patrons through books. Experience 
literacy activities & sample programs based on teen books, & find out how to create a solid 
school or public library teen collection (even if you have a limited budget!). Speakers will 
include both popular authors & teen lit experts. While you learn, you'll also get to network with 
other public & school librarians serving teens.  
 

12:30-5:30pm  
Moving up the YA Career Ladder (Ticketed Event-$129) Half day preconference 
Learn how to move up the career ladder successfully! Participants will:  

• Identify career options for YA librarians  
• Understand how to identify and sharpen skills needed to successfully transition careers  
• Learn how to effectively write resumes and CVs  
• Assess their management style and identify the management style of others  

Whether you are a new or seasoned librarian, this preconference will provide you with the 
practical tools and information that you will be able to begin using immediately.  
 

4-5:00pm  
YALSA 101  
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What is the Young Adult Library Services Association (YALSA)? How does this ALA division 
help you? Learn more in a basic orientation, which will include an overview of the division and 
its activities. New members and those considering membership will learn more about the 
benefits, and established members are welcome to attend this great networking opportunity.  

 
5-7pm  
YALSA Happy Hour & What to Wear Fashion Show  
Come relax with YALSA and see the latest library fashions! Food and refreshments provided. 
This event is sponsored by Hyperion Books for Children. Ticketed event - $10.  

SATURDAY July 11 

Leadership Development Saturday 8AM to 10AM 
This is a working meeting for YALSA's Committee, Jury and Taskforce Chairs. Never been a 
Chair, but thinking about being one? Come to this event. A continental breakfast will be served 
from 8:00 to 8:30.  

All Committee Saturday 10AM - 12:00 PM 
This is a working meeting for all of YALSA's Process Committees, Juries and Taskforces. Not 
on a committee or other member group? Stop on by and learn what it's all about. A continental 
breakfast will be served from 10:00 to 10:30.  

Margaret A. Edwards Luncheon (Ticketed Event - $59) 
Saturday, 12-1:30 
Come join us for lunch and listen to the winner of the 2009 Margaret A. Edwards Award, which 
honors an author, as well as a specific body of his or her work that have been popular over a 
period of time, speak about their writing. The annual award is administered by YALSA, the 
fastest growing division of ALA, and sponsored by School Library Journal magazine.  

Downloadable Technology: Current and Future Trends 
Saturday 1:30 to 3:00 
Panel discussion reviewing current trends in downloadable technology for teens and possible 
implementations for programming and services in libraries. 
Consultant and YALSA member Beth Gallaway will discuss downloadable gaming technologies.  
Librarian Kate Pritchard will discuss downloadable and streaming music (check out the YALS 
Winter 2008 article on Music Web Sites for Teen Tech Week and Beyond)  
Karen Potash will be discussing OverDrive products and how they relate to teens  

Strengthen Your YA Collection with Small Press/Diverse Publishers 
Saturday 3:30-5:30 
Come to this open house featuring publishers that focus on publishing for diverse YA 
populations, but that normally do not exhibit at the ALA conference. Tables will be set up 
around the room where publishers will feature YA titles and representatives will be available to 
chat about their latest titles.  
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http://www.hyperionbooksforchildren.com/
http://infogdss.wordpress.com/
http://http/www.wilbrahamlibrary.org/teens/blog/
http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/yalsapubs/yals/6n2toc.cfm
http://www.overdrive.com/
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[edit] 
SUNDAY July 12 

Morris Award Presentation & YA Author Coffee Klatch (Ticketed Event) 
Sunday 9-10 
For the first part of this event, come hear the first Morris Award winner's speech. Then we'll 
transition to our 'speed dating' with the authors where you can enjoy coffee and meet with 
YALSA's award winning authors! This informal coffee klatch will give you an opportunity to 
meet authors who have appeared on YALSA’s Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 
and Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults lists. The coffee klatch & 'speed dating' portion of the 
event is sponsored by Hyperion Books for Children.  

Beyond Pizza: Teen Advisory Groups as Library Leadership 
Sunday 8:00am to 10am  
The care and feeding of library advisory boards keeps many a librarian up at night. This program 
will cover best practices, supply toolkits, and address traditional as well as more flexible models 
in which teens work as advisors to the library. Librarians from public and school libraries, as 
well as teens involved in their library program, will offer insight to creating, maintaining, 
growing or rejuvenating your teen group.  

The 2009 Alex Awards 
Sunday 10:30 to 12:30 
The 2009 Alex Award winners--what they are and how to sell them to young adults are 
highlighted in this panel presentation. Winning authors will also speak about how winning the 
Alex Award has impacted them. The Alex Award is given to the top 10 books that have appeal to 
young adults and is administered by YALSA and sponsored by the Margaret Alexander Edwards 
Trust.  

Cool Teen Programs on a Shoestring 
Sunday 10:30-12:30 
Meet the author and contributors of this brand new book for YA Librarians in Schools and Public 
Libraries  

Making Stuff: Craft Programming for Teens 
Sunday 1:30 to 3:00 
Join teen services staff as they present teen craft trends and programming ideas. Watch 
demonstrations, find free resources and learn how to promote your programs the right way. 
Sample crafts will be provided. Bring a craft idea to share that has been successful for you.  

It Takes Two: Creating Partnerships with School and Public Libraries 
Sunday, 3:30-5:30 
This panel presentation will discuss how to create a collaborative relationship with your school 
or public library. A "collaborative showcase" featuring successful school/public library programs 
for young adults will also be on display for the audience to peruse after the presentation.  
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Small Press/Diverse Publishers 
Sunday 3:30-5:30 
Publishers that focus on publishing for diverse populations, but that normally do not exhibit at 
ALA will have tables set up around the room. 

 
Library Materials and Services for Children and Young Adults: Historical Perspective  

Sunday, exact time TBD. Sponsored by ALA's Library History Round Table (LHRT) & Co-
Sponsored by YALSA. The theme of the Forum will be "the history of library materials and 
services for children and young adults." This program is co-sponsored by YALSA.  

MONDAY July 13 

Blume or Burst; Exploration or Exploitation: The Role of Sex in 30 YA Books Over 30 
Years. 
Monday, 8-10am Blume's Forever put sex into YA literature. A YA author, lawyer and librarian 
uses legal skills to analyze 30 books over the past 30 years: whether sex in these books is frank 
or filler, realistic or reprehensible, and represents trends in teen behavior, in an effort to develop 
review factors and explore this statement— If the sex reflects a truth about teens, even in its most 
exploitive usage, then the literature can generate introspection.  

Walk the Line: The Fine Line Between Selection & Censorship 
AASL, ALSC, YALSA 
Monday 10:30 to 12:30 
Selection policies notwithstanding every young adult librarian faces the challenges of internal 
censorship when dealing with collection development. Panelists will discuss walking the fine 
line between selection and censorship within the areas of graphic novels, edgy and urban fiction, 
music, nonfiction, and religion.  

 
YALSA President’s Program & Membership Meeting 
Monday 1:30 to 3:00 
The topic of this event is "nurturing teens' creativity and writing at the library". It will highlight 
libraries, big and small, that do things to support teen creativity/writing. The committee is 
currently brainstorming program concepts such as poetry slams, battle of the band competitions, 
zine programs, readers' theater and creative writing opportunities. If you have any ideas or 
suggestions for speakers, please contact committee chairs Susan Person, sperson@trlib.org or 
Robyn Lupa, rlupa@jefferson.lib.co.us  

Fabulous Films for Young Adults 
Monday 3:30-5:30pm 
View scenes from the selected films for YALSA's Fabulous Films for Young Adults list and get 
some tips on how they can be used in libraries and classrooms.  
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Odyssey Award Presentation & Reception 
Monday 4:00-5:30PM 
The Odyssey Award is an award for the best audiobook production for youth, administered 
annually by ALSC and YALSA and sponsored by Booklist. The winning producer will receive 
the award, followed by a talk about the lastest in audiobooks. Refreshments will be served, 
compliments of the Audio Publishers Association.  

Michael L. Printz Program and Reception (Ticketed Event--$29) 
Monday, 8-10pm 
The Michael L. Printz Award is an award for a book that exemplifies literary excellence in 
young adult literature. The annual award is administered by YALSA and sponsored by Booklist 
magazine. Come listen to the winner and honor book authors speak about their writing, followed 
by a dessert reception.  

YALSA in the Exhibits 

YALSA will have a member booth in the Exhibit Hall. If you're interested in volunteering to 
help staff the booth, please contact the Chair of YALSA's Division & Membership Promotion 
Committee. Exhibit dates and hours are as follows:  

• Sat. July 11, 5:30pm - 7:30pm  
• Sun. July 12, 9:00am - 5:00pm  
• Mon. July 13, 9:00am - 5:00pm  
• Tues. July 14, 9:00am - 2:00pm  

 

http://www.ala.org/ala/mgrps/divs/yalsa/booklistsawards/odyssey/odyssey.cfm
http://www.ala.org/alsc
http://www.ala.org/yalsa
http://www.ala.org/ala/aboutala/hqops/publishing/booklist_publications/booklist/booklist.cfm
http://www.audiopub.org/
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/boardandcommittees/committeechair.cfm
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/boardandcommittees/committeechair.cfm
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