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Item # 21 
 

YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
ALA Midwinter Meeting, Denver 

January 23-28, 2009 
 
Topic: Request for Board Action: Readers’ Advisory Interest Group 
 
Background: At the 2008 Annual Conference a group of YALSA members 

interested in establishing an official YALSA Interest Group met for 
the first time (as permitted by YALSA policy).  Provided below are 
the notes from the first meeting as well as a petition with the names of 
19 current YALSA members who have requested that the Board move 
to establish the YALSA Young Adult Readers’ Advisory Interest 
Group.  As per YALSA policy, a minimum of 15 member signatures 
are required to petition the Board to establish an Interest or 
Discussion Group. 
 

Action Required:   Action 
 

Notes from the first meeting:  
 
In attendance: Cara Kinsey, Stephanie Reynolds, Lorraine Squires, Holly Ambrose, Janet 
Marnatti, Jessy Griffith, Di Herald, Laura Jewell, Sasha Matthews, Sallie Barringer, Kristine 
Mahood. 
 
At our first meeting, at ALA Annual in Anaheim, there were 11 in attendance and we spoke 
about what we hoped to accomplish as an interest group and how we can supplement what 
YALSA already does. 
 
We spoke about the need to provide reader’s advisory beyond lists, and how many people 
are frustrated by a list with no guidance.  We spoke about how many people in the branches 
are doing RA with no library school background, no teen background, or an insufficient 
training in RA in general or YA RA in particular. 
 
We spoke about the RA interview and about how knowing the lists is good, but knowing 
your own collection is better and realizing that RA goes beyond the lists. 
 
PLA has an RA committee, but it feels that its area is NOT teen or Children’s, and even if it 
did, school librarians need YA RA as well, and we need to make sure we think about such 
things as we proceed.  That's the joy of YALSA, that it brings different types of librarianing 
together. Teen RA is done a vast amount in schools as well as public libraries. 
Concern of school librarians in using lists is that the YALSA lists are for the public 
community with a lot of hot books.  With tight budgets, there is no room for collection 
development mistakes, how do you get the word out about things.  What age are they really 
appropriate for?  Can you recommend it to a 14 year old?  
Choosing books for a school booktalk.  The intended audience of books.  Looking for the 
right book for the right kid or audience.  Talking one on one with a kid is really different 
from approaching a group.  
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We spoke about having an online place for people to meet (hopefully DRUPAL) but also 
making sure that non-members can see what we produce and contact us for advice. 
 
We spoke about the collaborative model of learning and trying to teach that everybody, no 
matter their specialty, can do Teen RA.  Everyone shares, everyone contributes.  If you 
read, you can probably recommend.  Teens don’t just read teen books. 
 
Program ideas: How to use the lists, expanding on lists.  Reading a book in 5 minutes, 
how to tell a book by its cover.  Read a book as a group in 10 minutes (tear it up everybody 
reads a part).  Any program we do we want to be as hands on as possible. 
 
Since the preliminary meeting, there have been a couple of questions that have been posed 
to the group on RA.  If nothing else, this IG provides a group of passionate Reader’s 
Advisors who are willing to answer questions.  But we hope to do more. 
 
Other talking points: 
web 2.0  
TRAINING RA WOULD BE GREAT!  
Building relationships, non-teen people don't know enough.  
Cross-over with children's and with adult.  
Collaborative model of learning, everyone shares, everyone contributes.  If you read, you 
can probably recommend.  Let's do stuff where everyone can contribute and learn from 
each other.  
Don't just be another talking head.  Share what we know from all levels.   
CARGYS- meeting in swan Ohio, sharing books, booktalks, etc.  
Program or discussion on utilizing YALSA lists or awards in RA.  They're not enough.  
PROGRAMS.  Training.  What are the books about, who would they appeal to.  read alikes, 
companion books.  Expanding on the list.   
"how to use the list"  
Anecdotes, what might you expect from various situations?  Going to schools.  Parents 
questioning books?  
How to create read-alikes.  
Too often, people present on what they've done, but don't do a good enough job of teaching 
it.  Let's make sure that we hand things out, have actual hands on activities and things like 
that with our group.  
Use people from popular paperbacks.  
If you like this book, here's this movie.  
Reader's advisory based on TV shows.  
 
We love books.  Here's a few of our favorites from the last month.  
Sally B. - Inda by Shorewood Smith  
Sasha M. - Dead and Gone, Life as we knew it, Susan Beth something.  
Cara - The Possibilities of Sainthood  
Laura-Before I die audiobook, the reader makes the difference.  
Stephanie- Adoration of Jenna Fox  
Diana- Graceling by Kristin Cashore  
Jessy- Skinhunger (Hogwarts as a Gulag, alternating chapters)  
Holly- A curse as dark as gold by Elizabeth Bunts (retelling of rumplestitskin, not for 
reluctant teens)  
Janet- My most excellent year by Kluges.  
 
Things to know  
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What are some of the annoyance factors that people might really hate?  Books in verse, 
alternating viewpoints.   
Appropriateness of books and how do you tell?  Appropriateness can change with location.   
How to find out when people want bibliotherapy, and when they want a trashy book.  We 
get information on what's trash and what's high quality, but not always enough about what 
comes in between.  There are a lot of books on the shelves that never make lists.  Don't win 
the awards, and aren't the banned or trashy books, but just have a good story.  
Books that don't make you blush.  
Reading level versus maturity level.  
Finding the relatively clean books.  
Books with drama, real live, realistic fiction.   
Books that fell through the cracks  
Lists are made by librarians, and teens top ten and bbya are about the only two that are 
really made by teens.  
Meeting at midwinter, but not a guided discussion.  
Teen services are about the 1 on 1 connection that RA does, it's our bread and butter, 
handing a list is impersonal, and that connection can start from or become RA.  
About the individual, not the group.  Reader's advisory, not readers' advisory.   
RA to teens is the intersection between welcoming teens, knowledge of the literature, and 
enthusiasm about books that they bring.  
being able to say what you don't like in a book as much as what you do like and asking the 
teen to try to tell you the same.   
Audiobooks vs. the written books.  
Remember, we aren't the intended audience for these teen books.  
Weeding helps RA because you know the collection better afterwards.  Put the books on 
display before you weed to give them a last chance!  
We talk about the reference interview, what about the ra interview?  Most people don't 
come up to the desk and ask.  
 
 

Petition to Establish Young Adult Readers’ Advisory Interest Group 
Submitted by Cara v. W. Kinsey 

Purpose: The Readers' Advisory Interest Group is for any YALSA member interested in 
connecting teens with books, including fiction, non-fiction, varying medias and more.  This 
group is for members who have great new ideas or tried and true methods to share, or those who 
are unsure about how to approach teen readers' advisory and want to learn more about honing 
their skills in this area. Going beyond lists and collection development, we’ll cover best practices 
and skills, and anything the group is interested in trying or needs help in developing.  We will 
post ideas, write articles, and create conference programs as ideas and needs arise, while also 
offering a regular forum for sharing and learning.  

How this Interest Group differs from other YALSA groups: YALSA has selection committees 
that create lists of recommended reading, listening and viewing.  The Readers' Advisory Interest 
Group will focus on the process of connecting teen patrons to age appropriate and interesting 
materials in the library's collection.   The Readers' Advisory Interest Group will not focus on 
creating new lists of recommended reading, listening or viewing.  The group will develop and 
disseminate tips and tools for library workers so that they can effectively promote entire library 
collections, selection lists and beyond, and connect individual teens with library materials that 
are just right for them.  
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Convener: Cara v. W. Kinsey 
 
If you are interested in and willing to participate in this new Interest Group, please sign below. 
 
Members: 
RoseMary Honnold 
1053783 
Young Adult Services 
Coshocton Public Library 
655 Main St. 
Coshocton, OH 43812 
740-622-0956 ext 14 
 
Cara Kinsey 
1126681 
Senior Young Adult Librarian 
The New York Public Library-St. George 
Library Center 
5 Central Ave 
Staten Island, NY 10301 
718-442-8560 
 
Christopher Shoemaker 
1145575 
Senior Young Adult Librarian 
New York Public Library-Bronx Library 
Center 
310 East Kingsbridge Road  
Bronx, NY 10458 
718-579-4244 

Daisy Porter, Branch Manager  
1142123 
San José Public Library  
West Valley Branch  
daisy.porter@sjlibrary.org  
408.277.4905 

Jessica E. Moyer, M.S., C.A.S.  
1056356 
Adjunct Faculty, Information Management 
College of St. Catherine  
Phone: 715 309 2192  
Email: jessicaemilymoyer@gmail.com  
 

Gayle Keresey  
ALA Member Number: 0030655  
602 South Carolina Ave.  
Wilmington, NC 28401  
 
Natalie Korsavidis 
ALA: 1190929 
Farmingdale Public Library 
116 Merritts Road 
Farmingdale, NY 11735 
 
Lori Guenthner, Librarian  
1172922 
Baltimore Public Library - Randallstown  
8604 Liberty Road  
Randallstown, MD 21202 
 
Holly Ambrose 
ALA: 1079103 
Collection Management Coordinator 
Bucks County Free Library 
150 S. Pine St 
Doylestown, PA 18901 
215-348-0332 ext 1141 
 
Sarah Kline Morgan 
1055989 
Youth Librarian 
Cheshire Public Library 
203.272.2245 ext. 3067 
smorgan@cheshirelibrary.org 
 
Mary K Chelton 
0016800 
35 Mercury Avenue 
East Patchogue, NY 11772-4609 
(631) 286-4255 
 
Joni Richards Bodart 
0032284 
Assistant Professor 
School of Library Science 

mailto:jessicaemilymoyer@gmail.com
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San Jose State University 
1 Washington Square 
San Jose, CA 95192 
408-9242728 
jrbodart@slis.sjsu.edu 
 
Lorraine Squires 
Heat of Teen Services 
Mastics-Moriches-Shirley Community 
Library 
Lorraine.squires@gmail.com 
 
Kristine Mahood 
Teen Services Librarian 
Timberland Regional Library 
415 Tumwater Blvd. SW 
Tumwater, WA 98501-5799 
360-704-4531 
kmahood@trlib.org 
 
Stephanie Reynolds 
Stephanie.reynolds@uky.edu 
Assistant Professor 
University of Kentucky 
School of Library Science 
320 Little Library Bldg 
Lexington, KY 40506-0224 
859-257-5894 
 
Sallie Barringer, Librarian 
Walnut Hills High School 
3250 Victory Parkway 
Cincinnati, OH 45207 
barrins@cps-k12.org 
 
Diana Trixler Herald 
0072228 
Center for Adolescent Reading 
PO Box 1946 
Grand Junction, CO 81502 
dherald@mac.com 
 
Sasha Matthews, Librarian 
Chesapeake Central Library 
298 Cedar Rd 
Chesapeake, VA 23322 

srmatthe@chesapeake.lib.va.us 
 
Heather Booth, Teen Services Librarian  
Thomas Ford Memorial Library  
home address (preferred)  
333 S. Warwick Ave.  
Westmont, IL 60559 
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