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Topic: BBYA Ad-hoc Committee Report 
 
Background:   At the 2009 Annual Conference a Request for Board Action was 

submitted to change the policy a for the Best Books for Young Adults.  
These changes focused on limiting nominations to titles published and 
marketed to young adults only and to changing the list to be a list of 
general fiction titles, excluding graphic novels and non-fiction titles.  
While this motion did not pass, several current and former BBYA 
committee members spoke about their feelings regarding these and 
other possible changes to the BBYA policies.  As a result of this 
discussion, a motion was passed to establish an ad-hoc committee of the 
Board to examine the nomination structure for titles for BBYA in order 
to address the workload issue of the committee.  Paula, Mary and Ruth 
are the members of this Board ad-hoc committee.  After Annual they 
worked to gather input from recent BBYA chairs regarding suggestions 
provided to the Board on possible changes to BBYA, and submitted this 
information to the Executive Committee to discuss at their fall meeting.   

 
Action Required:   Consent 
 

 
 
Recommendations from the Board Ad-hoc Committee and the Executive 
Committee: 
The summary of comments from several past BBYA Chairs indicates the wide array of opinions 
regarding the procedures and policies governing BBYA.  There was little consensus on 
suggested changes, particularly changes likely to have a significant impact on the committee 
work process and the resulting list.  After reviewing the comments from previous chairs and 
discussing the issue with the YALSA Executive Committee, we recommend the following: 
 
Appointment Term 

• Remain 3 years 
• Emphasize this is a one year appointment followed by a two year appointment; 

incorporate this into all communication with potential appointees and into all orientation 
material provide by the chair 

 
Committee Selection 

• No formal requirement for service on other selection committees 
• Current and incoming chair consulted about potential appointments; final decision rests 

with President-Elect but input is considered as appropriate 
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• Emphasize the workload in all communication with potential appointees and in all 
orientation material provided by chair 

 
It is worth noting that at the 2008 Annual meeting several previous BBYA chairs and members, 
as well as general YALSA members, expressed their opinion that primarily experienced 
selection committee be appointed to BBYA.  While the reasons for this opinion are 
understandable, the subcommittee recommends that the Board consider the current criticism in 
both the mainstream and library press regarding the Newbery Award as a cautionary tale; lists 
and awards that are selected by an insular group of individuals risk becoming irrelevant and/or, 
perhaps more importantly, perceived to be irrelevant to the target audience of young people, 
parents, caregivers and educators.   
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