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Topic: Request for Board Action: Teen Space Guidelines 
 
Background: Anecdotal evidence has been mounting which shows that members 

and library workers are struggling with the issue of providing 
adequate and age-appropriate spaces for teens in public libraries.  In 
the fall of 2007 Paula Brehm-Heeger approached the president of 
LAMA with the idea of co-developing guidelines for teen spaces in 
public libraries, and LAMA was very receptive to the idea.  Further 
discussion took place at the fall meeting, and both YALSA’s and 
LAMA’s Executive Committees green-lighted the project.   

 
Action Required:   Action 
 

 
Request: 
To establish a joint LAMA/YALSA task force to create guidelines for libraries to use when 
enhancing, designing or building teen areas. 
 
Rationale: 
Teen spaces in public libraries is a timely topic, as many libraries across the nation are struggling 
to deal with meeting the needs of the teen population; however, at this time no official guidelines 
exist to guide libraries.  As a result, many libraries end up with teen spaces that are too small 
and/or inadequate in other ways.  When asked “What trends relating to teens and libraries do you 
feel are important to YALSA members?” in a recent member survey, the second most popular 
answer was “creating and maintaining teen spaces” (the most popular answer was “increasing 
youth participation in teen services”). 
 
Areas of the Strategic Plan the Proposal Supports: 

• Advocacy 
 

How the Request Benefits YALSA and the Profession: 
By presenting itself as an expert on this topic, this can only enhance YALSA’s reputation, while 
at the same time meeting a significant need of members and library workers. 
   
Additional Information: 
• Multiple member surveys have indicated that they want YALSA to collaborate more with 

ALA and its units.  Therefore, this joint effort would likely be well received. 
• YALSA has a forthcoming paper, “Why Teen Space” focused on the value of creating teen 

areas (written by Kimberly Bolan) 
• YALSA’s 2008 President’s program in Anaheim will focus on Teen Spaces/Areas. 
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• YALSA’s President & Executive Director and LAMA’s President & Executive Director have 
been in contact about this joint project.  Both introduced the idea to their respective Divisions 
at the Fall Executive meeting.   

• ALA’s Policy monitoring committee has not been able to definitively answer if Type-of-
activity divisions may develop and adopt technical standards as official ALA standards. 
According to ALA bylaws, “Type-of-activity divisions may participate in the development of 
nontechnical standards by type-of-library divisions but nontechnical standards may be 
adopted, or approved as official ALA standards, only by type-of-library divisions.” 

• A precedence has been set for YALSA working on and creating guidelines through the recent 
YALSA Board-approved YALSA/RUSA Reference Guidelines. (RUSA Board approval 
pending). 

• LAMA’s mission is to encourage and nurture current and future leaders, and develop and 
promote outstanding leadership and management practices. 

• YALSA’s mission is to advocate, promote and strengthen service to young adults as part of 
the continuum of total library service, and to support those who provide service to this 
population.   

• Currently, LAMA offers two Library design related awards: 
o ALA/IIDA Award.  These awards are co-sponsored by the American Library 

Association (ALA) and the International Interior Design Association (IIDA). This 
biennial competition honors excellence in library interior design and promotes 
examples of extraordinary design reflected through innovative concepts. Award 
winners will demonstrate excellence in aesthetics, design creativity, function, and 
satisfaction of the client's objectives. The Buildings and Equipment Section (BES) 
of the Library Administration and Management Association (LAMA), a division 
of ALA, administers the program in partnership with the IIDA.  The award 
application deadline is March 31, 2008.  The award will be presented in Anaheim 
at the 2008 Annual conference. 

o ALA/AIA Library Building Awards.  To encourage excellence in the architectural 
design and planning of libraries, the AIA and LAMA created this award to 
distinguish accomplishments in library architecture. 

 
 
 


