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Topic: Organization & Bylaws Committee Update 
 
Background: The O & B Committee is currently working on two key projects: 

updating the YALSA Handbook and evaluating the first round of 
committees.  A report is provided below, and the Chair may have 
additional updates on-site. 

 
Action Required:   Discussion 
 

 
 
I sent an update about O&B's work for the October Fall Executive Committee meeting. Below, I 
have revised it to include work accomplished since then. 
 
Handbook revisions: We completed all the updates for Selected DVDs and Videos to become 
Fabulous Films for YAs. The YALSA office has the updated documents, but will hold off on 
making changes to the website until after Midwinter, when the committee’s new name and 
function statement will go into effect. Committee members have been assigned to review all the 
documents in the Awards section of the Handbook for any needed updates/changes by December 
15th.  
 
Bylaws revisions: I have received the most current version (with 2006 amendments) from the 
YALSA office and will forward to the committee in advance of Midwinter so we can look it over 
and submit further updates to the Board at conference.  
 
Committee evaluation: So far we have heard back from Research and Youth Participation, and 
are waiting to hear from Partnerships Advocating for Teens, Local Arrangements, and Program 
Planning Clearinghouse. The Youth Participation Coordinator and Teen Advisory Groups Site 
committee had been assigned to members who've since resigned from O&B, so I will reassign 
them to our new members.  
 
Committee membership: Two committee members resigned, but we’ve filled both openings.  
 
Bylaws/Handbook online:  
I’m planning to do some work with the committee to think about how we could improve access 
to the Handbook & Bylaws online. I know we have some very web-savvy committee members. 
On a related note, I recommend that instead of trying to maintain two versions of the Handbook 
(one online, one in Word in the YALSA Office) that we simply consider the web version as the 
master, since it will reduce confusion and make it more likely that all the updates will get made 
in a timely fashion. Is that something I should submit to the Board for a vote? 
 
-Respectfully submitted by Sara Ryan 
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