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Topic: ALA’s Council Update 
 
Background: Christine Allen, YALSA’s Councilor monitors the Council 

discussion list for issues that may be of interest to YALSA. 
 
Action Required:  Consent/Information Only  
 

 
To:         YALSA Executive Board 
 
From:    Christine Allen, YALSA Councilor 
  
Subject:  ALA Council News: November thru December 16, 2005 
 
* The discussion of increasing ALA dues is on-going.  About 50/50 
for/against as far as I can tell.  An interesting sidelight has come up 
however: In an AASL Forum listserv post, an invited panel member for the 
PLA Conference in Boston, March 2006, wrote of her anger, dismay and 
bewilderment over conference registration fees and membership status. 
It seems if you are an ALA member, you have to pay for conference 
registration, but if you're not, you get a free day pass for the day you 
present.  This does seem rather bizarre and there has been no definitive 
answer yet.  Most people seem to feel that if a person has been asked to 
be a speaker or presentor or panel member at the very least their 
conference registration should be reduced or paid for in total whether 
or not they are a personal member of ALA, PLA, Youth divisions or 
whatever.  Does YALSA have policies and procedures in place already for 
these situations? 
 
* Evidently, as in the past, many people are objecting to the 
selection of Madeline Albright as speaker in New Orleans.  They feel the 
Council should have a final say on the selection of the keynote (and 
possibly other) speakers. 
 
* There was earlier discussion regarding the ALA handbook in print 
format; as in should it be available free on request, for a fee and/or 
only electronic (print-on your-own).   Nothing was really resolved but 
it may resurface as a resolution in the future after determining the market. 
 
* The Youth Division Councilors will meet at mid-winter. 


