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YALSA Board of Directors – Midwinter 2006 
Pre-Meeting Committee Reports 

Item # 18 
 
 

YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
ALA Midwinter Meeting, San Antonio, TX 

January 20-25, 2006 
 
 
 

Topic:   Pre-Meeting Committee Reports 
 
Background: Reports are submitted to the Board by all committee chairs 

prior to each conference. 
 
Action Required:   Discussion 
 
 

 
COMMITTEENAME = ALA Advocacy Coordinating Group 
 
CHAIR = Sally G. Reed (Charli Osborne/Pam Spencer Holley) 
 
EMAIL =  
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To foster communication and cooperation among all 
interested committees, units, and divisions in order to develop programs and activities in 
support of library advocacy and the Association's advocacy plan. More on p. 21 of the 
ALA Handbook. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = This is the first committee meeting for which I've been involved 
and Charli Osborne will actually be standing in for me. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
CONCERNS =  
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COMMITTEENAME = ALA Committee on Appointments 
 
CHAIR = Leslie Burger (submitted by Judy Nelson, YALSA Representative) 
 
EMAIL = lburger@princetonlibrary.org  
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = Representing YALSA's interests by acting in an advisory 
capacity to ALA President-Elect Burger to suggest names for the nine-member ALA 
Nominating Committee, which nominates candidates for the 2007 spring election for 
ALA President-Elect and for 33 at-large seats on the ALA Council.  Nominating 
Committee members should represent a broad range of division and roundtable interests 
as well as a cross-section of representatives from different ethnic groups, types of 
libraries, sizes of libraries and geographic areas. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The list of suggested committee members was drafted by the 
committee through email and teleconference.  Allen Nichols was suggested to represent 
YALSA.  He completed an application. 
 
Suggested YALSA names for other ALA committees were forwarded and members were 
asked to submit their applications. These included American Libraries Advisory 
Committee, Accreditation, Information Technology, Research, Children's Book Council, 
Web Advisory, Human Resource Development & Recruitment, Conference, Constitution 
and Bylaws, Literacy & Outreach Services, Public & Cultural Programs Advisory, ALA-
AAP.  To date we have no idea who will be appointed, but YALSA members’ names 
were submitted for the above listed. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, research, continuous learning, association 
sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Working with the other two youth divisions to maximize 
our efforts.  We collaborated for the Nominations suggestions and the CBC. 
 
PARTNERS = colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = This process begins shortly after the new president-elect takes office.  It 
is cumbersome and arcane.  It would be very helpful to have the president-elect handbook 
with information about how to approach this project.  By the time Fall Exec happens it 
was too late for the nominating committee (this year). Perhaps the brainstorming that 
took place at Fall Exec could occur at Annual, providing the incoming with a list of 
targets and potential names to start working with. 
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COMMITTEENAME = ALA Legislative Assembly 
 
CHAIR = Michele McKnelly (Laurel Sandor)  
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = 
The ALA Legislative Assembly is a gathering of all the legislation committee 
representatives (mostly the committee chairs) from every ALA division and unit with the 
purpose of collectively getting up-to-date twice a year at the conferences. The main 
speakers are the representatives from the ALA Washington Office who give a summary 
of the current federal legislative landscape as it applies to libraries and report on 
legislative gains and losses as they apply to libraries. The meetings are also a chance for 
any division or unit to speak about legislative activity in their unit, which basically 
translates into whether they are working on a Resolution for the ALA Board's 
consideration.  
 
In 3 years, I've yet to hear any activity from the Assembly listserv between conferences 
that didn't involve conference meeting logistics. Approximately a week before each 
conference, the Washington Office will send out an agenda.  
 
To date, the only big news from the WO is the unofficial passing of the Appropriations 
Bill that saw a 1% cut of the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Act from last 
year's budget. This is supposed to be 'good' news, as apparently many federal programs 
were cut across the board, thereby insinuating that a small cut is favorable to a big cut. 
There was also approved a miniscule increase in certain LSTA programs.  
 
The main topic of discussion for the past few months has been the Patriot Act. Again, the 
'good' news is that the vote for reauthorization of the Act has been delayed, allowing for 
further debate. An unexpected bonus has been a slightly higher profile of librarians in the 
news media, portraying those who fight against the Act and for IF in general as "radical, 
militant librarians."  
 
Full details can be found here:  http://capwiz.com/ala/home/  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = ALA Recruitment Assembly 
 
CHAIR = Per ALA database, Julie Brewer (Pam Spencer Holley is YALSA rep.) 
 
EMAIL = pamsholley@aol.com/YALSA rep 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = Charge: To facilitate communication about activities 
related to recruiting for the profession among ALA units and other groups. 
 
To foster coordination and cooperation of recruitment efforts among ALA units and other 
groups. 
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To avoid unnecessary duplication and enhance individual and collective recruitment 
efforts. 
 
To develop a multi-year systematic national recruitment plan. 
 
To expand the recruitment of a diverse workforce. 
 
To make recommendations for recruitment policies, programs, publications, or other 
activities to appropriate bodies. 
 
To communicate with other national library/information organizations with an interest in 
recruitment. 
 
To report to and advise the HRDR Advisory Committee and office on issues and 
activities related to recruitment.  
 
ACCOMPLISHED = I have had no word from this committee. 
 
TERMWORK = There is nothing to share. 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, collaboration 
 
PARTNERS = colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = I'd like to know that we have a chair and would be happy to receive some 
communications from that chair. 
 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = ALA Schneider Family Book Award Liaison 
 
CHAIR = Victor Schill (Donna McMillen) 
 
EMAIL = SCHNEIDER@ala.org 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = This ALA award committee gives an award for books 
portraying the disability experience: one for ages 0-10, one for ages 11-13, one for ages 
14-18. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The committee has been receiving nominated titles (the publishers 
nominate), reading them, emailing comments. A straw poll is due 12/22, to be followed 
by a conference call for several hours on 1/5/06, and completion of the discussion and 
choosing the award winners at a meeting at Midwinter. 
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TERMWORK = Several YA titles are under consideration for this prestigious award, 
which conveys not only honor for the book, but also a monetary prize to the author. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Outreach to publicize this ALA award to interested 
organizations, other ALA divisions. By showcasing books with a portrayal of the 
disability experience, teens with family members with disabilities or who have 
disabilities themselves will feel more included, understood, and recognized. 
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = No concerns--it has been a joy to read books for this purpose. 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = 50th Anniversary Celebration Task Force  
 
CHAIR = Mary Arnold, Penny Jeffrey, Ma'lis Wendt 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To develop an overall theme and to work with YALSA 
committees and the YALSA office to coordinate, plan and carry out a yearlong 
celebration of YALSA's 50th anniversary. Planning will commence immediately and 
additional planning and promotion will take place during 2006 with celebrations to be 
held throughout 2007, including events and activities at Midwinter and Annual. Progress 
reports are expected to be submitted to the Board at each of their official meetings, 
beginning Midwinter 2006. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We sent a first email message to the task force members to begin to 
solicit ideas for the 50th Anniversary celebrations.  We communicated with YALSA 
President on possible ideas for YALSA committee participation around a "50" theme.  
We will delegate to committee members responsibility to visit with groups for input 
during the All Committee meeting, following our presentation to the chairs at the 
Midwinter Leadership session. 
 
TERMWORK = As our plans are developed we will be sending out information to all 
YALSA publications. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Other Youth Divisions  
YALSA Past Presidents 
YALSA SUS trainers 
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YALSA PAT Committee with outreach to youth services organizations 
NCTE/ALAN 
Search Institute 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = 2006 Conference Coordinating Team 
 
CHAIR = Carol Marlowe, YALSA Representative 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = Coordinate and place the ALA Annual Conference 
programs into tracks and subtracks and make and suggestions for their simplification of 
meeting scheduling, including use of technologies. The process includes reviewing past 
tracks and subtracks and making any recommendations for changes. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The committee met in October in Chicago for a weekend to place 
programs from that will be presented at Annual 2006 from all the divisions of ALA into 
the appropriate track and subtrack.  We also discussed possible speakers for the opening 
session and auditorium speakers, Plus other issues concerning the conference were 
discussed.  This was a busy but productive weekend.  We will continue our work of 
placing programs in tracks and subtracks and resolve other 2006 Conference issues until 
the Annual Conference   
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = association, sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = The committee consists of members from all divisions of 
ALA and provides an opportunity to work on issues of common interest and concern 
including youth development, services and programs.  
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 



Page 7 of 41 

COMMITTEENAME = YA Advocacy Task Force 
 
CHAIR = Charli Osborne 
 
EMAIL = charli.osborne@gmail.com 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To help plan and carry out YALSA's upcoming "@ your 
library campaign," which will be launched in 2007, and in conjunction with the national 
campaign to educate and inform the general public about the vital role libraries and 
librarians play in youth development and teen literacy, and to provide YALSA members 
and library staff with tools and resources to do the same in their communities. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = 1. Exchanging ideas by email to facilitate a quick start at our first 
meeting at Midwinter in San Antonio 
2. Asking for and receiving great response from several electronic listservs, including 
PUBYAC, PUBLIB, YALSA-BK, YALSA-L and YAAC, on the value of library service 
to and for teenagers to use as Talking Points  
3. The TF will meet with Deborah Bloom, ALA's Manager for the Campaign for 
America's Libraries, at Midwinter in San Antonio. She will speak with us about the "@ 
your library campaign" and provide some basic steps for getting YALSA involved.  
4. The TF Chair will attend an Advocacy Coordinating Group meeting at Midwinter in 
San Antonio. Working closely with the Public Awareness Committee and the Public 
Information Office, this exciting new group has the potential to not only help inform 
advocacy goals, media initiatives, and plans for the Campaign for America's Libraries, 
but to keep advocacy on the front burner and to help unite our efforts across the 
Association 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = key partners, AASL, ALSC, PLA and youth organizations 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, parents, colleagues, youth development 
organizations 
 
CONCERNS =  
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COMMITTEENAME = Alex Awards 
 
CHAIR = Ann C. Theis 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To select from the previous year's publications ten books 
written for adults which have special appeal for young adults, ages 12 through 18. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Over 250 titles have been suggested and close to 30 have been 
nominated so far. Online discussions continue, with some members able to participate 
more fully online that others.  
 
We will continue to read like fiends (members are doing a good job of keeping up with 
the nominated reading) and we are looking forward to Midwinter. It will be interesting to 
see how the announcement change will impact the committee's meeting. We are all very 
pleased the awards will be announced on Monday rather that during National Library 
Week. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, continuous learning, association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = youth organizations, other divisions, publishers 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, parents, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = I am working on the committee handbook and also hope to work with 
committee members to list some of the issues/concerns that each committee seems to 
contend with. 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = 2006 Audiobooks Preconference: Read with your Ears 
 
CHAIR = Jamie Watson and Francisca Goldsmith 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To plan and produce a day-long workshop or related event, 
on the day before Annual opens, that will provide YALSA members and others who 
register to attend with concentrated information about a particular topic relevant to 
providing teens with excellent library service. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = 1. Several speakers are confirmed. A few have dropped out due to 
the conference location and we have pursued and attained replacements.  We have 
pursued a technology panel, and confirmations are pending.  We, particularly Francisca, 
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have been in contact with vendors and publishers to brainstorm the event. We have 
approved initial promotional wording for the event. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, research, continuous learning, association 
sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = Please send completed form confirmation to both co-chairs. (Jamie 
Watson and Francisca Goldsmith.) 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Selected Audiobooks 
 
CHAIR = Carly Wiggins 
 
EMAIL = cwiggins@acpl.info 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To study and promote the use of audiobooks as related to 
libraries; and to prepare or have prepared selected lists of materials on additional formats 
of current interest. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Lots of listening!  For every nominated audiobook, committee 
members must listen to the production in its entirety in order to vote at Midwinter. 
We have also worked on a publication centered on audiobooks for teens that will 
highlight the last 10 years of selected audiobooks lists.  One of our members, Sharon 
Grover, has sourced the entire list for availability for purchase.  Another committee 
member, LeNee Gatton, has taken over as our administrative assistant and has compiled 
lists of all nominations, as well as all titles we've received. 
 
TERMWORK = Francisca Goldsmith is interested in working with us on the 
aforementioned publication to be available at the YALSA audiobooks preconference.  
Given Francisca's many years of experience with audiobooks in general, and with our 
committee in particular, we're happy to have her as a partner. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
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STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = We are excited about implementing new voting procedures to bring our 
committee work in line with the other selection committees. 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Best Books for Young Adults 
 
CHAIR = Lynn Rutan 
 
EMAIL = lynnrutan@charter.net 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To select from this year's publications, significant adult and 
young adult books, to annotate the selected titles. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We have read for nominations which closed on October 31, 2005.  
217 books are nominated for discussion at Midwinter.   
 
We conducted a straw poll in November and will be conducting a second the end of 
December. 
 
The committee is now reading, reading, reading!  We will be using the committee listserv 
to facilitate sharing of books that have not been sent to the committee.   
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, other 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER = Youth participation with the Teen Session on Sunday, January 
22nd at Mid Winter. 
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = I am concerned about readership for Midwinter.  We had a resignation 
from the committee in mid August and the very willing replacement, Beth Wright, came 
in very late.  I have been guiding her on her reading but it will be extremely difficult for 
her to read all the books in such a short time.  Also, with the sad death of James Cook, 
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another committee member, Deborah Taylor, has been asked to serve as a replacement 
member on the Printz committee.  This will make it very hard for her also to read as 
many of the BBYA books as she will be reading for the Printz as well.  So, the BBYA 
committee will have two members who have tremendous burdens.  I am concerned about 
the additional responsibility that places on the remainder of the committee and the effect 
on readership. With the November straw poll, we had seven members who still had 
around 100 books to read yet.  The December poll will help me to assess progress but I 
remain concerned about readership in general.  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Booklist Task Force Committee 
 
CHAIR = Sarah Dentan 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = (1)To compile and produce in a timely manner booklists 
with original annotations as a response to specific requests received at the YALSA Office 
or to support a specific YALSA event or initiative and disseminate them in a variety of 
formats, including the For Members Only section of YALSA's web site.  (2)To develop a 
framework for a permanent committee to regularly create and distribute thematic, topical 
and/or timely booklists, and submit a written report about committee formation to the 
Board of Directors at Annual 2006.  
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Since our founding, we have created and annotated the following 
lists: 
 
HOOT readalikes 
HOW TO EAT FRIED WORMS readalikes 
NARNIA readalikes 
Book for teens affected by HURRICANE KATRINA 
Books of interest to African American Boys (still waiting for formatting at the time of 
submission of this report) 
Teen Read Week 2006 list (in progress at the time of submission of this report) 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, continuous learning, association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, other 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Many of our lists have been created by request of external 
partners.  This allows us to build relationships with identified partners through exchanges 
of resources 
 
Our relatively quick turnaround allows us to respond to topical issues while they are still 
in the news.  This provides us with outreach opportunities: 
 - within ALA in general, via ALA news releases and presence on the ALA web-page 



Page 12 of 41 

 - to the public in general, through entertainment and news media tie-ins, i.e. not 
traditional library-friendly outlets 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER = I think association sustainability is addressed well by this task 
force, as it presents an opportunity for YALSA members who cannot reliably attend 
conference into the YALSA fold.  As travel and training budgets are cut, I imagine this is 
a section of YALSA members that will grow. 
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, parents, colleagues, youth development 
organizations 
 
CONCERNS = This task force is a new concept and a new process, and things have not 
gone 100% smoothly, as is to be expected. 
 
Difficulties have included: 
 
Lack of clarity in focus for individual lists: 
Perhaps this is something I can address better as chair in the new year.  List requests 
come to us second or third hand; that makes it hard for task force members to focus their 
thinking, both in suggesting titles and deciding on the contend on the list.  The virtual 
nature of the TF, the lack of access to the original requestor, and the short turnaround 
time (relatively speaking) for our lists does make this awkward.  Also, there has been 
some concern that some of our requested lists might have been more appropriate for 
Children’s' specialists to compile. 
 
Decision making process: 
We're still working on the best way to make decisions on list composition.  We have to 
this point used straight voting, but these are bibliographies and not awards lists, and 
voting precludes the kind of wiggle room that is useful when trying to flesh out/provide 
balance in a booklist.  In the new year we may try a "straw poll" followed by 
collaborative tweaking, or something else that can loosen up the simple "majority rules" 
tactic used thus far.  That will take more time and commitment on the part of task force 
members.  
 
Collaboration: 
It's more difficult to work as a group in a virtual environment, there's no getting around it.    
However, the strengths gained from having a wide and varied set of experience is worth 
it.  I think this is the place where we have the most room to improve, perhaps by creating 
a list of "group expectations" in terms of participation, nil responses rather than not 
responding, etc.   
 
In short, this is still a work in progress, but I think taking some time after this next list to 
have some discussion of what has and hasn't worked thus far will be helpful in 
determining working principles from here on out. 
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COMMITTEENAME = Communications Task Force 
 
CHAIR = C. Allen Nichols 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = Review all aspects of YALSA's communications efforts 
and present a formal communications plan at Annual 2006. The work of the Committee 
should also include the following: 
    *a review of YALSA discussion lists and determine if they should be a member benefit 
and integrated into ALA's Online Communities 
    *the development of a framework that allows YALSA to immediately employ new 
technologies for its communications efforts (Podcasting, blogs, RSS feeds, etc.) 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The committee has recommended a framework for developing and 
integrating Blogs into the YALSA communication efforts.  We have also devised an 
outline for the communications plan and divided the various aspects of it among our 
membership to begin filling in the outline. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Division and Membership Promotion/ALA Membership 
Promotion 
 
CHAIR = Anne Heidemann 
 
EMAIL = aheide@crdl.org 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To develop and pursue an aggressive and continuous 
campaign to recruit and retain members for the Young Adults Library Services 
Association, to promote the Association to our professional colleagues and to key 
partners as defined in the YALSA Strategic Plan, and to select annually two librarians 
(one from a school, one from a public library) who work directly with young adults to 
receive the Baker & Taylor/YALSA Conference Grant. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Committee members promoted the Baker & Taylor Award at the 
local and national level.  Reminders were posted to a variety of listservs and committee 
members made information available at local and regional professional organizations, 
library schools, and conferences.   
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TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = marketing, association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = YALSA members, especially those who identify as 
Students. 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = Seven committee members' terms will be up 6/30/06 (including my own), 
leaving only one member and one virtual member whose terms will be up in 2007. Such a 
dramatic turnover has sparked concern that it will be a challenge for the incoming 
members with so little carry-over from the previous roster.  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Editorial Advisory Board 
 
CHAIR = Carol Marlowe 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To serve as advisor to the editors of YALS and YAttitudes 
on the content of the journal and newsletter by assisting with soliciting contributors and 
articles and generating ideas for topical or theme issues when requested from the 
editor(s), and by reviewing scholarly submissions to the publications.  
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The Editorial Advisory Board began it work this fall through email 
and after initial discussions as to format of the publications and accessibility issues the 
committee started focusing on the committees function.  We focused our discussion on 
content issues including balancing content between YALS, YAttitudes, as well as, VOYA, 
and school media journals.  For example where do the following type of articles belong: 
 
� "Making your case" articles for YA services and programs belong?   
Youth development information?  
� Articles relevant to school librarians or library educators for example labeling of 
books to help parents gain knowledge of what types of books are included and techniques 
for defending titles, 
� "What-if" scenarios --ways to approach the administration regarding budget cuts 
and generally making your case to administrators with regards to teens services.  
� Support for paraprofessionals working with teens because the library does not 
have a degreed librarian doing this, linking technology and the library (how to grab teens 
who only want to surf the web).   
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Later in the fall the editors of YALS asked the committee for a list of three specific 
articles or topics that should be included in the near future and this was provided. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
CONCERNS =  
 
COMMITTEENAME = Great Graphic Novels for Teens 
 
CHAIR = Dawn M. Rutherford 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To annually prepare an annotated list of titles published in 
a graphic novel format that will appeal to a young adult audience. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Committee has been established, with chairs, members, and 
administrative assistant selected.  Email communications have begun, and brainstorming 
about issues regarding the formulation of policies and procedures is also in motion.  
Nominations for the January 2007 list are being accepted, giving the committee a head 
start and room to discuss not only individual titles but also what sort of product the 
committee will be developing.  Publishers and listservs have been notified of the list, and 
submissions are being accepted. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = Committee goals for our first conference are to establish Policies and 
Procedures and discuss early nominations.  I have full confidence that the committee will 
achieve these goals. 
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COMMITTEENAME = YALSA Intellectual Freedom Committee 
 
CHAIR = Barb Conkin 
 
EMAIL = barbra_conkin@yahoo.com 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To serve as a liaison between the YALSA and the ALA 
Intellectual Freedom Committee and all other groups within the Association concerned 
with intellectual freedom.  To advise the YALSA on matters pertaining to the First 
Amendment of the U. S. Constitution and the ALA Library Bill of Rights and their 
implications to library service to young adults and to make recommendations to the ALA 
Intellectual Freedom Committee for changes in policy on issues involving library service 
to young adults. To prepare and gather materials which will advise the young adult 
librarian of available services and support for resisting local pressure and community 
action designed to impair the rights of young adult users. To assume responsibility for the 
continuing education of young adult librarians regarding intellectual freedom. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED =  
- gained permission from FTRF for chair and subsequent chairs to be virtual members of 
FTRF 
- started work on a GLBTQ booklist for  program "Out of the Closet and Into the Library: 
Access to GLBTQ Material for Teens" to be presented at the 2006 ALA annual 
conference 
- decided on whether sexual orientation of teen speaker at program was important for our 
purpose. Consensus was it is better to have a gay teen if possible. 
- Assured Amy Alessio that teens will not be introduced as "gay teens" (i.e., "outed") 
although teens are of course free to mention this on their own. Ms. Alessio had expressed 
concern about teens being harassed by audience members at other conferences. 
 
TERMWORK = We will produce a booklist to be distributed at our program. This will be 
forwarded to the YALSA Publications chair and our YALSA Publications liaison. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = We are co-sponsored by the GLBTQ round table and 
AASL and ASLC Intellectual Freedom Committees. 
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
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COMMITTEENAME = Legislation Committee 
 
CHAIR = Laurel Sandor 
 
EMAIL = laurel.sandor@queenslibrary.org 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To serve as a liaison between the ALA Legislation 
Committee and YALSA and with other ALA youth groups and units interested in serving 
this age range, to inform and instruct librarians working with young adults of pending 
legislation, particularly that which affects young adults, to encourage the art of lobbying; 
and to recommend to the YALSA Board endorsement or revision of legislation affecting 
young adults which might be proposed or supported by the ALA Legislation Committee. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Wrap-up of 2005 Annual Conference program; email 
communication from the chair to members. 
 
TERMWORK = Nothing at this time. Perhaps in the future. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = I have several concerns that have been with me for a while, relating to the 
broader association as well as personal concerns. 
 
First the association concerns: The mission of the YALSA Legislation Committee has 
always struck me as indeterminate. When I came on board the committee, my first 
YALSA assignment, I was unclear what this committee did, what it was supposed to 
produce, if anything. (It’s not officially stated, but there are those who see this committee 
as the “mailroom of YALSA” - an assignment to be tolerated only long enough until you 
have done your time and can then be assigned to other, better committees. I myself felt 
this way, as I do not have an interest in legislation, but once on the committee determined 
to make the most of it. By attending ALA legislation meetings and National Library 
Legislative Day, I have come to see that it is of enormous importance, not so much as a 
watchdog of teen-related legislation, but because of the networking and advocacy power 
available through YALSA and its members for getting individuals and libraries involved 
in the legislative landscape.) There did not seem to be any regular procedures spelled out 
or processes easy to go through and check off as exist in some YALSA committees.  
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Another complication with this committee is that there are blurry borders between this 
committee’s work and the YALSA Intellectual Freedom Committee (the overriding 
emphasis of the Washington Office this past year has been on the Patriot Act and other 
related issues of intellectual freedom). Also, the ALA Committee on Legislation protocol 
for how individual ALA units are to deal with legislative-related Resolutions to the ALA 
Board was not followed when there was finally an opportunity for the YALSA 
Legislation Committee to act. (I am referring to the 2004 ALSC/AASL/YALSA 
Presidents’ resolution on the Improving Literacy Through School Libraries Resolution, 
about which Catherine Clancy, my then-liaison, spoke about at length to me in response 
to my comments at that time.) I am not bringing this up out of bitterness for being 
usurped -- I am quite happy that it was not me at that 7 a.m. meeting writing a resolution. 
Rather, in the interest of clarifying the roles of this committee to avoid future 
misunderstandings where a committee’s time is not wasted and committee chairs are kept 
in the loop. 
 
As long as I am speaking about the committee’s mission statement, I would also like to 
add that it is probably unrealistic to state that the committee will “inform and instruct 
librarians working with young adults of pending legislation, particularly that which 
affects young adults” without clarifying that the legislation is to be library-related. While 
it would be nice if the committee were to monitor any legislation that affected young 
adults, I think that would be opening up too large of a can of worms. 
 
Now, on to the personal concerns. As I stated above, I have come to see that the 
Legislation Committee can be an extremely important committee and that it does not get 
the respect it deserves within YALSA. Driven by this knowledge and fueled by some 
inspiring lobbying efforts, I carved out bigger goals for the committee -- namely the 
creation of web pages to be added to the YALSA website that would encourage YA 
librarians to lobby and advocate for their libraries--than was realistic for the committee to 
achieve. Since I have been a committee member, there has never been a consistent group 
of committed members. Individuals send the requisite emails before conferences and 
when asked to, some individuals have stepped up to the plate and been very helpful, but 
because of overlapping schedules or other reasons, there has never been a full committee 
meeting at conferences and corresponding through email. Part of that I take responsibility 
for, as I do not send out emails with the frequency or rapidity that is needed to bring 
together a disparate group of people between conferences. But the lack of a consistent 
group I believe has also dragged this committee down. Everyone was excited by my idea 
to create web pages but they have not been done and, quite frankly, I struggle greatly 
with the motivation to do the work myself, as it appears it would fall mostly on my 
shoulders.   
 
Perhaps my biggest issue is that when I became chair of the committee, after only one 
year of experience in any committee in YALSA, I lacked the knowledge of how to 
incorporate committee work into my regular life outside of conferences. Because the 
Legislation Committee is not a committee that completes all of its work at conferences, 
or has exact guidelines on what each members’ role is, it’s open to interpretation how 
much can be done with it, and I am too prideful and stubborn to set the bar low.  
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My day job these past few years has been immensely stressful for me, but it has taught 
me many things about myself and my work habits and expectations. I am very good at 
short intense spurts of work, such as over the course of a few days at a conference, and 
not so good at long undefined periods of time where anything is possible to achieve. I 
realize that it was probably a mistake to take on the chairship of this committee for 
another two-year interval, knowing that I only did so in order to accomplish the goals I 
had set for myself that I have not yet reached.    
 
Possible solutions to these concerns: 
1. I think that the mission and scope of the Legislation Committee needs to be 
revised and/or more clearly defined, and I would be happy to speak to the Board about 
that. 
2. I can set aside a large chunk of time at the conference to accomplish some of the 
goals the committee has come up with in the past. While this would not be viable for all 
members of the committee, it would at least give me an opportunity to accomplish 
something so that I sleep better at night.  
3. Select a new committee chair or co-chair to help take on the burden of building up 
the Legislation Committee to the place it should occupy within YALSA and to guide 
through the process of chairship. I would not want to suddenly abdicate and then leave 
the new chair in a position of not knowing what to do.   
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Local Arrangements  
 
CHAIR = Terry Young 
 
EMAIL = bestman@att.net 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To handle YALSA local arrangements for the ALA Annual 
Conference, in close cooperation with the division president and YALSA office staff. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We are just getting started.  Most of the members will not be able 
to attend ALA due to Hurricane Katrina (personal losses, no travel funds, no jobs, etc.)  
Margie Thomas is on the committee and we have gotten the OK from YALSA President 
to have the LSU Library Science students assist at conference.  I will be making a plea at 
the all committee meeting in San Antonio for additional volunteers. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = marketing 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
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CONCERNS = all have been addressed. 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Margaret A. Edwards 2006 
 
CHAIR = Mary Arnold 
 
EMAIL = marnold@cuyahoga.lib.oh.us 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = select a living author whose book or books, over a period 
of time, have been accepted by young people as an authentic voice that continues to 
illuminate their experiences and emotions, give insight into their lives, enable them to 
understand themselves, the world in which they live and their relationship with others and 
society.   
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Chose three author finalists for the 2006 award; communicated this 
information to YALSA office staff for preliminary gathering of contact information and 
books to be cited.  Chair forwarded PIO office information in email to committee 
members in preparation for press conference at Midwinter; committee working on press 
release language.  Working with Valerie Ott for possible article on MAE award for 
YALS> 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = marketing, continuous learning, association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference program 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  This is a great group of dedicated professionals working on a very 
exciting award.   
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Margaret Edwards Award Committee 2007 
 
CHAIR = Mary Hastler 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To select a living author or co-author whose book or books, 
over a period of time, have been accepted by young people as an authentic voice that 
continues to illuminate their experiences and emotions, giving insights into their lives.  



Page 21 of 41 

The book or books should enable them to understand themselves, the world in which they 
live, and their relationship with others and with society. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The Committee established a MAE 07 listserv in August 2005.  
The Chair distributed and reviewed the Margaret A Edwards Award Committee 2007 
Guidelines & Timeline. Alphabetical lists of potential authors were distributed to each 
committee member as a starting point.  Members posted introductions on the listserv and 
divided the list of authors to research.  By the end of December 2005, members are to 
submit suggested authors and titles in preparation of discussion at Midwinter.  
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Request other ALA divisions, teens, and other 
professional groups for input on their notable and favorite author.   
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = None at this time. 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Nominating 
 
CHAIR = Sara Ryan 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To prepare the slate of candidates for the annual election of 
YALSA officers and directors, the Margaret A. Edwards Award Committee, and the 
Michael L. Printz Award Committee, in accordance with the YALSA By-Laws, Article 
VIII, Section I. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We've prepared our final slate of candidates. 
 
A general report: I think the job of the Nominating committee is increasingly challenging 
as YALSA grows. It's a good problem to have, but the more qualified candidates there 
are, the more chances there are for people to feel slighted when they're not selected for 
the final slate. I don't know that there's a good solution for this, aside from reiterating 
(and maybe having the President reiterate?) that simply because someone isn't selected 
for a particular committee, it doesn't mean that they should stop trying. Also, I think the 
idea that members should serve on process committees before selection committees may 
need to become formal YALSA policy, if it isn't already. 
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As far as the work of our committee is concerned, Jen Hubert and Nancy Reich were both 
great. I think the Nominating form that we developed is a good tool for assessing 
candidates, and recommend that future committees continue to use it. I also think Jen 
would make a fabulous Nominating chair for next year, if she doesn't have too many 
other committee obligations.  
 
And I really appreciate how much Pam worked with us, meeting with us at Annual and 
being so responsive to questions & concerns we raised by email. I think that kind of 
collaboration should be encouraged. I also want to thank the YALSA staff for all their 
help, as always.  
 
TERMWORK =  
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
CONCERNS =  
 
COMMITTEENAME = Organization & Bylaws 
 
CHAIR = Stacy Creel 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = 1. To revise the Bylaws in order to clarify them and, when 
necessary, to recommend revision and amendment to improve them for the effective 
management of the Division, for the achievement of its state objectives, and to keep them 
in harmony with the ALA Constitution and Bylaws. 
   2. To study and review committee functions, recommending changes in committee 
structure, to advise on the organization manual, and to make recommendations on other 
organizational matters. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = 1 - Working on standardization changes to Board for the following 
committees: BBYA, QP, Printz and Alex.  This included but was not limited to 
information on assistants, contacting publishers, and the necessity of reading a book (not 
just listening to it on audio).  To be submitted to the Board by the 12/09/05. 
 
2 - Working on changes to the Printz committees voting procedures including changing 
the weight of the votes.  To be submitted to the Board by the 12/09/05. 
 
3 - Working on the charges for the 2 Morris Tasks forces. To be submitted to the Board 
by the 12/09/05. 
 
4 - Working on the changes for the Nominating Committee. To be submitted to the Board 
by the 12/09/05. 
 
5 - Submitted the RUSA/YALSA Reference taskforce charge. 
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TERMWORK = Wanting to put together a very short blurb about why O&B rocks. 
 
ACTIONAREA = association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = Committee members who are "silent" on the listserv may need to be 
booted off.  It's the way we do the majority of our business with finalization at physical 
meetings.  If they aren't participating, then the rest of us (about 4 of us) are doing 
everything.   
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Outreach for young adults with special needs 
 
CHAIR = Kristin Fletcher-Spear 
 
EMAIL = kfletcher-spear@glendaleaz.com 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To address the needs of young adults who do not or cannot 
use the library because of socioeconomic, legal, educational, or physical factors; to serve 
as a liaison between these groups and their service providers, and to identify and promote 
library programs, resources and services that meet the special needs of these populations; 
to promote the Sagebrush Award for a Young Adult Reading or Literature Program and 
solicit applications; and to select annually, when a suitable winner is indicated, the 
recipient. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We have been working hard on the YALSA/PPO Oprah Book club 
grant. We have selected the titles that will be used in the book discussions as well as 
creating a wide range of tipsheets and booklists for YALSA to use with the project. 
 
We are waiting on the applications for the Sagebrush Award that we will be deciding at 
midwinter. 
 
TERMWORK = We wrote an article for YALS a while ago and it hasn't been published 
yet. I think it got lost in the shuffle when the editors changed over.  
 
We have discussed working on an article about the Sagebrush Award, but at this point 
we're a little tired from all of the other work we've been doing. Perhaps, after this project 
is finished then we'll have time to move forward with this idea. 
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ACTIONAREA = advocacy, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = With the grant from Oprah we've partnered with PPO with 
ALA, but the librarians doing the grant will be partnering with local detention centers and 
alternative schools. 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER = Publication--our article on English Language learners in 
YALS; Our information packets will be available electronically for the Oprah grant. 
 
At annual 2006, we will be helping out in a pre-conference with ALCS and a program 
with popular paperbacks. 
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = I have no concerns as of now. All the issues since Annual 2005 have been 
cleared up. 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Partnerships Advocating for Youth 
 
CHAIR = Sandra Payne 
 
EMAIL = spayne@nypl.org 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To explore, recommend, initiate, and implement ways of 
working with other organizations that work for youth. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The committee has organized a panel discussion for the 2006 
Annual Conference in New Orleans, "Power Partnerships: Beyond the Same Old Thing."  
Content: Educators and arts administrators that reach out to partners regionally and 
nationally speak of how their organizations create and sustain partnerships that advocate 
for youth and showcase their talent and abilities.  Panelists include: Bob Pletka, 
creator/editor, My So-Called Digital Life (Santa Monica Press, 2005); Chuck Wentzel, 
Associate Director, Alliance for Young Artists & Writers, Inc. on the Scholastic Art & 
Writing Awards; and Sherrie Young and Regina Brooks of YB Literary Foundation on 
the interactive website, Hip Hop Reader, a program of the National Urban League. 
We had hoped that Nicole Yohalem of the Forum for Youth Investment would be able to 
join the panel.  Unfortunately, The Forum is unable to support conference attendance.  
Nicole did say that The Forum would be able to provide for distribution pertinent 
materials.  Bob Pletka may be joined by a colleague.  The group also hopes to identify a 
young adult author whose books speak of the power of collaboration. 
 
TERMWORK =  
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ACTIONAREA = advocacy 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER = The committee will develop a bibliography for distribution. 
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults (PPYA) 
 
CHAIR = Walter M. Mayes 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To develop four lists of thematically chosen books 
available in paperback from those titles nominated through October 31, 2005. The 
working titles of the four categories are: CRIMINAL ELEMENTS; DISEASES & 
DISORDERS; GAY, LESBIAN, BISEXUAL, TRANSGENDERED, AND 
QUESTIONING OR QUEER (GLBTQ); and BOOKS THAT WON'T MAKE YOU 
BLUSH. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = A recent poll of the membership shows that between 85 and 90% 
of all nominated titles have been read and that all members are on track to 100% 
readership by our January meeting. In addition, relationships and communication with 
publishers has improved to the point that committee members receive a majority of the 
nominated titles from the publisher in ample time to read and consider them.  
 
TERMWORK = None at this time. 
 
ACTIONAREA = marketing 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Booksellers, teachers, school librarians, and anyone 
interested in books for teens will benefit from our final lists. 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, parents 
 
CONCERNS =  
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President’s Program Committee Report 
 
Committee Members: 
Pam Spencer Holley-YALSA President and Board Liaison 
Michael Cart-Co-Chair 
Susan Raboy-Co-Chair 
Tena Natale Litherland-Webb School of Knoxville Library-Knoxville, TN 
Brenna Nadine Shanks-King County Library System-Issaquah WA 
Patricia A. Suellentrop-Johnson County Library-Shawnee Mission  
 
The theme of this year's President's Program is "How Adult is Young Adult:  
The Sequel."  The original YALSA program was at the 1995 Annual Conference. 
 
The Program will be a panel discussion on the emerging crossover market as well as the 
increasingly literary/sophisticated content of contemporary YA literature.  The panel will 
consist of a book reviewer, one YA & one adult author of cross over fiction, an editor and 
a YA librarian. 
 
Pam Holley will welcome attendees, make announcements and introductory remarks and 
introduce S. Raboy.  Susan Raboy as the moderator will introduce the panelists, maintain 
time limits and take questions from the audience.  Panel members are Michael Cart, book 
reviewer; adult author Greg Galloway [Simple As Snow]; YA author Francesca Lia 
Block; her agent; and Sheila Schofer, Coordinator of YA Services at the Brooklyn Public 
Library. 
 
The committee will develop the topics and/or questions to be covered by the panelists as 
well as annotated booklists [one for cross over fiction and one for ya literary fiction] to be 
given at as handouts.  Other handouts could be a bibliography of journals and a 
webography or sites that review cross over and literary fiction.  Greg Galloway will try 
and have ARCs of his next book to give to program attendees.    
 
An article in YALS [YALSA’s publication], Booklist, SLJ/LJ or American Libraries is 
another possibility.  And, maybe as a result of our program review journals might begin 
to include a new category of cross over fiction. 
 
Our meeting is scheduled for Sunday, January 22nd from 1:20-3:30 in room 007C in the 
Convention Center.  At this meeting our committee will determine our goals and what 
needs to be done, assign responsibilities and establish a timeline to accomplish these 
goals. 
 
COMMITTEENAME = 2006 Michael L. Printz Award 
 
CHAIR = Michael Cart 
 
EMAIL = mrmcart@aol.com 
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FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To select from the previous year's publications the best 
young adult book ("best" being defined solely in terms of literary merit) and, if the 
committee so decides, as many as four honor books. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The committee has continued to read voluminously and nominate 
judiciously. Nominations closed on 12/15 and -- as of the date of the filing of this report 
-- at least one electronic straw vote is planned to focus the committee's discussions at 
Midwinter when a final decision will be made. 
 
TERMWORK = Chair Michael Cart has been asked to do a write-up about the Printz 
winner and honor titles for the spring issue of YALS. 
 
ACTIONAREA = research, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference program 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = None at this time 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Professional Development Committee 
 
CHAIR = Angela Carstensen & Dora Ho 
 
EMAIL = carstnsna@yahoo.com 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To create and maintain a professional development plan 
that responds to the needs of librarians serving young adults; to implement, evaluate and 
revise this plan as necessary; and to maintain a liaison with the ALA Committee on 
Education and other related ALA units. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Committee members have been assigned to each area of the 
Professional Development Center website and have worked to maintain the relevance and 
currency of those pages.  A new Spotlight on Sara Ryan was posted.  The committee 
drafted a survey to determine the continuing education needs of YALSA members and 
prospective members. 
 
TERMWORK = An announcement should be made of the upcoming survey in the issue 
of YALS preceding its availability on the website. 
 
ACTIONAREA = continuous learning 
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STRATEGIES = outreach 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = to our members for their feedback 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = Finding ways to motivate our members to participate more fully in the 
work of the committee.  The committee has been generally unmotivated this fall. (For 
example, we had some trouble getting feedback from committee members on the survey.) 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Program Clearinghouse 
 
CHAIR = Erin Downey Howerton 
 
EMAIL = erindowney@gmail.com  
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = The Program Clearinghouse Committee's function is to 
review, facilitate, coordinate, and evaluate the planning for all conference and non-
conference program proposals; and to make overall recommendations to the YALSA 
Board of Directors on the package of programs. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We have solicited Form A's from committees before the conference 
to speed the review process at Midwinter.  One member has opted to go virtual and act as 
a contact point for those who have submitted programs.  We hope this will work well.  I 
have also been organizing the program archive.   
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = research, continuous learning, association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference program 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS =  
�
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COMMITTEENAME = Publications 
 
CHAIR = Julie Bartel 
 
EMAIL = jbartel@slcpl.org 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To develop a publications plan in the areas of young adult 
services and materials, to identify topics to be covered and potential authors; to oversee 
and coordinate the YALSA publications plan; to regularly review all YALSA 
publications in all formats and make recommendations to the YALSA Board regarding 
those needing revision or elimination. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = --generated a list of book ideas and potential authors 
--generated a number of non-book publishing ideas including useful databases, digital 
downloads, and stationary 
--generated article ideas for use by YALSA and YAttitudes 
--encouraged a number of authors to submit teen services related articles to American 
Libraries 
--generated a list of possible "author incentives" designed to make publishing with 
YALSA more attractive to potential authors 
--generated a list of ways to publicize our publications, including presenting a conference 
session, improving the publications area of the YALSA website, and investigating an 
award for best published article 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = 
advocacy,marketing,research,continuouslearning,associationsustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Publishers' Liaison Committee 
 
CHAIR = David Hrivnak 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To create a better understanding between publishers and 
librarians in the library's use of materials with teenagers, in order that such materials be 
supplied more effectively.  To select annually in accordance with the terms of the Book 
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Wholesalers, Inc./YALSA Collection Development Grant, two YALSA members who 
represent a public library and who work directly with young adults. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Opened the lines of communication and planned in order to make 
the most efficient use of the meeting time at the mid-winter conference. 
 
TERMWORK = No news at this time.  After the conference, we will have things to 
report. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, conference program 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Partnering with YA Galley for a program at annual 2006 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Regional Institute Task Force 
 
CHAIR = Linda W. Braun 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT =  
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We have worked on organizing the Regional Institute and gaming 
night that will take place during Midwinter.  This includes working: 
 
** with speakers on program plans 
** with YALSA Office staff on program arrangements including costs, sponsors, setup, 
handouts, etc. (Thanks to Nichole and Beth for always answering questions and helping 
to figure things out.) 
** to get the word out to the world 
** on developing program packet materials 
** working to find sponsors for the events 
 
At the time of this report 55 people are signed up for the Institute and 70 for the gaming 
night. 
 
Monique LeConge and I are working on the online course scheduled for February 6 - 
March 6.  Registration for that course has not started at the time of this report. 
 
TERMWORK = An article on the Institute will appear in the spring issue of YALS. 



Page 31 of 41 

 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, research, continuous learning, association 
sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = The topics covered in the Institute and gaming night are 
viable for connecting to makers of games, higher ed educators, AASL, International 
Society for Technology Education (ISTE), graphic novel publishers, literacy 
organizations. 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, media, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = We were hoping to have teens participate in the Institute and gaming 
night but were unable to get anyone to commit to "providing" teens. We worked with 
both the local library and the youth participation organizer for the conference to no avail. 
It would be good to know more about how to get teens involved through YALSA 
channels.  
 
I mentioned in my report to the Exec Board in the fall that I was unaware of how the PR 
machine worked for YALSA and Committees/Task Forces. This is something that would 
be good for chairs and committee members to know when they go into planning 
programs, etc.  If I knew when we started how to go about getting out the word the task 
force might have planned some pieces differently. 
 
Several pieces of the program - if not all - can be re-purposed for stand-alone Institute's 
and programs. I'm not sure what this Task Force's role is in that next step. Any? 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Research Committee 
 
CHAIR = Jami Jones 
 
EMAIL = jonesj@mail.ecu.edu 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To stimulate, encourage, guide and direct the research need 
of young adult library service; to compile abstracts, disseminate research findings, and 
judge applications for the Frances Henne/VOYA Research Grant. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = 1.  Completed research bibliography that was begun with 
2003/2004 committee. This is on the Web and will be published in YALS. 
 
2.  Submitted for board action and change in charge to give out Henne grant every other 
year instead of every year. 
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3.  Began preliminary planning for program to be held - if accepted - at Annual 2007. 
 
TERMWORK = 1.  The Committee would like Julie to attend our midwinter meeting to 
discuss publication possibilities.  
 
2.  The committee has had a very productive year.  
 
ACTIONAREA = marketing, research, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference program 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = 1.  To work with other committees and divisions to 
promote research. 
 
2.  To publish articles to encourage research. 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER = 1.  At midwinter 2006, committee will complete program 
proposal. 
 
2.  At midwinter 2006, committee will develop publication ideas bases on one or several 
of the research objectives.  
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = YALSA/RUSA Reference Task Force 
 
CHAIR = Sarah Flowers  
 
EMAIL = sarah.flowers@lib.sccgov.org 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = The joint RUSA and YALSA taskforce will develop 
reference guidelines for serving young adults, ages 12 through 18, by mid-winter 2007. 
After the guidelines are endorsed at Midwinter 2007, the task force will also promote 
these reference guidelines through both RUSA and YALSA journals, other appropriate 
journals, websites, applicable listservs and other applicable channels until Annual 2008, 
or whenever the task is complete, depending upon which occurs sooner. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = This is a new task force, which will meet for the first time at 
Midwinter.  The co-chairs have had a couple of discussions about how to start and about 
creating an agenda and a reading list for members of the task force. 
 
TERMWORK = Nothing yet. 
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ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, research, continuous learning, association 
sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = RUSA, possibly other youth organizations--more details 
to follow. 
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = None yet.  Looks like an exciting project. 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Selected DVD's and Videos for Young Adults 
 
CHAIR = Shawn Thrasher 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To select DVDs and videos especially significant to young 
adults from those released in the past two years; to prepare an annotated list of the 
selected titles for publication in Booklist, School Library Journal, the YALSA web site, 
and other appropriate publications; and to present an annual showcase of selected videos. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We've attempted to contact producers and distributors of films for 
YA's via the admin asst to have them send films to view for consideration. 
 
We're currently trying to change the charge and rules of the committee. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, parents, colleagues, youth development 
organizations 
 
CONCERNS = Would like to see the charge of SDVDs changed in time for consideration 
of 2006 films. 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Serving Young Adults in Urban Populations Discussion Group 
 
CHAIR = Sandra Payne 
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EMAIL = spayne@nypl.org 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = A discussion group to provide a person-to-person avenue 
of communication and networking for librarians serving young adults in large urban 
systems who attend ALA conferences.  Between conferences networking and 
communication will continue with the use of YA-URBAN, an electronic list. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Discussion, though somewhat infrequent (especially when 
compared to some of the other YALSA listservs) has been particularly useful and 
informative.  Most recently there were queries regarding collection development, 
programming for LGBTQ teens, and library websites for teens. 
 
Most recently, Kathleen Degyansky, of the Queens (NY) Library has been appointed 
co-chair.  Kathy is a terrific colleague at our sister library system.  
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = conference program, collaboration 
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Strategic Planning 
 
CHAIR = Audra Caplan 
 
EMAIL = caplan@hcplonline.info 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To make recommendations to the YALSA Board for the 
division strategic plan, to monitor and evaluate the existing strategic plan and to make 
recommendations to the Board for updating the plan. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = All members but one are new to the committee.  I took over the 
chair after annual and the first thing I did was to ask the YALSA office to create a 
distribution list.  I then emailed the members and asked them to introduce themselves and 
to let us know their YALSA experience.  I also asked which strategic areas of the plan 
they were most interested in so I could match their liaison assignments with these areas.  
All members responded, but not all gave me preferences. 
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I had a conference call with Pam S. Holley this fall and we reviewed all of the current 
action items in the plan.  Pam followed up with all of the committee chairs whose 
committee's were connected with an action item.  She also sent them that particular item.   
 
I followed up by appointing all of my members to a liaison position.  The liaisons whose 
committees had action items that needed immediate work contacted those chairs.  I know 
in two instances they have been very helpful. In addition each strategic plan member has 
two liaison committees.  All process committees are covered.  I did not assign liaisons to 
selection committees. 
 
All committee members know when and where we are meeting and what the draft agenda 
looks like.   
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, research, continuous learning, association 
sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Obviously, because we are the strategic planning 
committee, we are involved in all areas.  Outreach to other YALSA committees and 
possibly to other divisions. Publication could be an update on the plan.  I have already 
completed one of these for YAttitudes. 
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = I am mildly concerned that all committee members are not clear on what 
they are supposed to be doing.  I have two very seasoned members and they are already 
working closely with their liaison committees.  I'm hoping I will be able to engage the 
others at conference.   
 
I have one virtual member who is very interested in participating and I am trying to make 
sure she has work to do offsite.  She does have liaison committees, but they are not ones 
that have immediate action items. 
 
All in all, I think we are doing just fine. 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = TAGS 
 
CHAIR = Paula Brehm-Heeger 
 
EMAIL = paula.brehm-heeger@cincinnatilibrary.org 
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FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To start work on a plan for a new YALSA sub-website of 
the main YALSA web site, with Teen Advisory Groups to be its focus. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The committee experienced a few roster changes, including losing 
Linda Braun as co-chair.  However, the roster was finalized in late fall and the committee 
has been sharing ideas for updating and enhancing the TAGS webpage. 
 
This summer, committee co-chairs did explore the option of creating a blog, but after 
much discussion, including discussion with the committee board liaison, YALSA 
Executive Director and YALSA President, it has been decided the time may not be right 
to move forward with a TAGS blog immediately. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = conference program, collaboration 
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = The TAGS webpage clearly needs to be more fluid and dynamic.  The 
committee will focus on trying to not only create new content for the page, which we 
hope to update immediately following mid-winter, but also to create a structure that will 
be more conducive to dynamic content.  We may be discussing emerging or newer 
technologies that would assist in creating this kind of structure.  While the idea of a blog 
is on hold, the committee may be discussing ideas such as a Wiki.  This may require 
input and comment for our Board liaison in terms of feasibility. 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Technology Committee for Young Adults 
 
CHAIR = Connie Repplinger 
 
EMAIL = crepplinger@cityofsalem.net 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To provide a forum for learning and discussion of the use 
of technology with young adults, to liaise with other groups and organizations on 
technology issues, to promote the use of technology and other media, to suggest ways to 
use those media with young adults, to advocate equal access. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We provided input to the YALSA Board concerning electronic 
gaming as a prominent focus of our committee or the need to create a separate task force 
or committee based on electronic gaming. 
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TERMWORK =  
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = conference program, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Teen Read Week 
 
CHAIR = Lorraine Squires 
 
EMAIL = squireslorraine@mcpl.lib.ny.us 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To provide recommendations for each annual Teen Read 
Week to the ALA/YALSA staff; to assist in the selection of a slogan, the drawing up of a 
timeline, the creation of new items added to the tip sheet and Teen Reading website, and 
to recommend promotional activities and products. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = - Came up with three potential slogans for TRW 2006 to be voted 
on by teens during TRW 2005. 
 
- Started to create content for TRW 2006 website on theme: Get Active @ your library - 
primarily creating program ideas. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, continuous learning 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Could tailor program ideas to work with sponsors.   
Interest in using web content to outreach to teens. 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, media, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = Would like more of a timeline of deadlines for TRW website - we are 
working on content for 2006 now, but will probably have more to add when we talk at 
midwinter and see the promotional materials.  Would also like to get a better idea of the 
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scope of the committee.  At Annual, it was hard to gauge what was "too big" for the 
committee to consider. 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Web Site Advisory Committee Task Force 
 
CHAIR = Linda W. Braun 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To re-examine YALSA's Web assets and develop a 
framework for a permanent committee to regularly provide oversight for YALSA web 
content and methods of distribution, and to develop a charge for this permanent 
committee by October 2005 and submit to the chair of O&B at the same time so that 
O&B will have the necessary language to establish this as a permanent committee with 
Board action at Midwinter 2006. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The Task Force developed the requested framework which is: 
 
Draft Function Statement YALSA Website Advisory Committee:  
To regularly evaluate the YALSA Website and provide recommendations to the YALSA 
staff on site content, to assist with creating and maintaining content for members and 
non-members, and to liaise with YALSA Committees in the use of the website in their 
work for the Division and also with the ALA Web Advisory Committee. 
 
Membership: 5 members (with overlapping terms) 2 of which may be virtual and at least 
3 of which must be able to attend both Midwinter and Annual Conference. One member 
will sit on the ALA Web Advisory Committee as the YALSA representative. 
 
Qualifications: YALSA members who have experience in maintaining websites and the 
ongoing ability to work virtually via email, web, and other technologies when needed. 
 
Term of Office: 2 Years 
 
Procedures: See YALSA Website Guidelines 
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/aboutyalsa/webguidelines.htm and Website Checklist 
http://www.ala.org/ala/yalsa/aboutyalsa/webchecklist.htm 
 
Along with this report we are also submitting a request for Board action to create the 
committee outlined above. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing, research, association sustainability 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, collaboration 
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STRATEGIESOUTREACH = ALA Web Advisory Committee, organizations and 
divisions that might have content that would suit our website - or we might have content 
that would suit their website. 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = YA Galley 
 
CHAIR = Tracey Firestone 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To facilitate the exchange of information and galleys of 
books published within the current and previous years among the voting teen group 
members as well as the non-voting members; to annually prepare the "Teens Top 10" list 
for Teen Read Week; and to coordinate the public electronic vote. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We completed both the YA Galley & online public the Teens' Top 
Ten votes and issued the resulting Teens' Top Ten list. 
 
The book reviews are now being sent via online forms and this appears to be working 
well. 
 
The Advisors have begun to use the new Galley Advisors' listserv and we are getting the 
new Galley Teens' list ready to roll. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, marketing 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
CONCERNS = none 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Youth Participation 
 
CHAIR = Melissa Rabey 
 
EMAIL = melinwonderland@yahoo.com 
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FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To establish guidelines and/or procedures to involve young 
adults in the decision-making process which directly effects their access to information 
and library service at local, state and national levels; to provide continuing education and 
public professional awareness of youth participation. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = --Laid groundwork for revising the "Youth Participation in School 
and Public Libraries: It Works!" manual, by reviewing the previous edition 
--Contacted Publications Committee to indicate interest in revising manual 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, research 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
--Attempting a revision of a YALSA publication 
--Structuring the committee's projects in a manner that permits committee members to 
work on their own towards a common committee goal/project 
 
 
COMMITTEENAME = Youth Participation Coordinator 
 
CHAIR = Donna McMillen 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = Facilitates teen participation at ALA Conferences with 
particular attention to teens for the Sunday afternoon session for the BBYA Committee. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Arranged for multiple teen groups to participate in Sunday 
afternoon session with BBYA Committee. Prepared draft Youth Participation 
Coordinator Handbook with aid from YALSA President, former YPC, BBYA chair, 
former BBYA chair and YALSA Office. 
 
TERMWORK =  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, collaboration 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = libraries and schools serving youth 
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STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = I sought contacts and made connections to arrange for local teens. In 
October, teen groups who had been in contact with previous YPC contacted me. They 
had already been planning and preparing to participate--we will now have more than an 
ideal number. I have contacts already for the next two conferences and will make sure the 
info is passed on to my successor. With a change in my job, increased work means I have 
had to resign with regret from YPC after Midwinter. 
 
 
 


