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YALSA Board of Directors – Midwinter 2005 
Pre-Conference Committee Reports 

Item # 20 
 
 

YALSA Board Meeting 
2005 Midwinter Meeting 
Boston, Massachusetts 
January 14-19, 2005 

 
 
 

Topic:   Pre-Conference Committee Reports 
 
Background: Reports are submitted to the Board by all committee chairs 

prior to each conference. 
 
Action Required:   Discussion 
 
 

 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Alex Awards Committee 
 
CHAIR = Kimberley Hrivnak 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To plan, organize and implement a series of lectures and 
booklists dealing with adult books for young adults. To select each year 10 books 
published for adults that appeal to young adults and present their authors with the Alex 
Award. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The committee has been identifying newly published books which 
meet the criteria set forth in the charge, reading voraciously, discussing books via the 
listserv, nominating books for the list, and conducting virtual straw polls to narrow the 
list of nominees for Midwinter. 
 
TERMWORK = The committee has come together in its perceptions and expectations for 
what makes an "Alex book," and has become very comfortable making contributions and 
sharing thoughts via the listserv. Our discussions and polls are creating a clear path 
toward our goal at Midwinter, which is to have a solid and diverse list of nominees from 
which to select the 10 books for the list. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference, youth participation 
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STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Audio Books and Media Exploration Committee 
 
CHAIR = Carly M. Wiggins 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To study and promote the use of media with the exception 
of videos and DVD's (covered by the Selected DVD's and Videos for Young Adults 
Committee) as related to libraries; and to prepare or have prepared selected lists of 
materials on additional formats of current interest. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Since we last met, our new committee members have become 
familiar with the audiobook nomination process.  All members communicate regularly 
via email with nominations for our list.  We have begun to include annotations with all 
nominations prior to the Midwinter meeting.  This committee has received approximately 
200 audio submissions for this year. 
 
TERMWORK = We will produce a list of notable audiobooks.  Additionally, we have a 
number of items up for discussion.  These include development of a ranking system and 
further definition of committee member responsibilities and criteria for nominations. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, equity of access, education, diversity 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, parents, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = As the number of audiobooks published for teens and relevant to the teen 
experience increases, committee members have a large volume of listening to accomplish 
each year.  Use of a ranking system will streamline the nomination process.  Reviewing 
and codifying member responsibilities will help members focus their work for this 
committee. 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Best Books for Young Adults - 2005 
 
CHAIR = Angelina Benedetti 
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FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To select from the year's publications, significant adult and 
young adult books; to annotate the selected titles. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We have closed our nominations for the year, ending with a total of 
214 nominations. These will be discussed at our committee's final meeting at Midwinter 
in Boston. 
 
We conducted two straw polls, looking for overall readership and preliminary votes. As 
of the first week of December, the committee's average readership is 70% of nominated 
titles. 
 
TERMWORK = We will discuss the 214 nominated titles and conduct one more straw 
poll before our final vote on Tuesday, January 18. Then we will annotate our list of titles 
for publication in Booklist and on the YALSA website.  The committee will also host a 
Best Books Teen Feedback session on Sunday, January 16, where teens from all over the 
country who have been reading from the list will have an opportunity to voice their 
opinions about the titles under consideration. Then the baton will pass to Lynn Rutan, 
2006 Best Books for Young Adults Chair. Congratulations, Lynn! 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = We would like some guidance from the YALSA Board about listening to 
unabridged audio productions of nominated titles, instead of (or in addition to) reading 
them. Past practice has been that this is an acceptable way to evaluate a nominated title, 
but concerns have been raised over whether an audio production enhances or detracts 
from the book experience. Is it possible that we could get a definitive ruling? 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = 2005 Best of the best Preconference 
 
CHAIR = Michael Cart 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To plan, organize and present the YALSA Best of the Best 
Preconference at the 2005 Annual Conference in Chicago. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We have had a significant amount of correspondence on our closed 
listserv. I have asked individual members to be responsible for various aspects of the 
preconference. Pam Spencer Holley and I are coordinating logistics, while Pam is also 
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coordinating the selection of discussion group leaders. Amy Alessio & Marc Aronson are 
working on teen participation; Betty Carter & Hazel Rochman are developing techniques 
for identifying important "overlooked" titles for discussion; David Gale is developing 
recommendations for a speaker who will address trends in teen demographics and 
marketing; and Jen Hubert is assembling a panel to discuss the impact of the Internet on 
the publication and promotion of YA books.  
 
In addition, I have been working with Nichole Gilbert on publicizing the preconference 
and have recently written an article that Amy Alessio will publish in YA Attitudes.  
 
The dates and times of the preconference have been established and registration has 
opened. 
 
TERMWORK = We hope to finalize our planning, develop a detailed agenda, select and 
invite speakers, finish assembling the list of discussion leaders, and assign registrants to 
their respective discussion groups. 
 
ACTIONAREA = literacy, education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = None at this time. 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Division and Membership Promotion 
 
CHAIR = Sarajo Wentling 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To develop and pursue an aggressive and continuous 
campaign to recruit and retain members for the Young Adults Library Services 
Association, to promote the Association to our professional colleagues and to key 
partners as defined in the YALSA Strategic Plan, and to select annually two librarians 
(one from a school, one from a public library) who work directly with young adults to 
receive the Baker & Taylor/YALSA Conference Grant.   
 
ACCOMPLISHED = * Committee members worked on promoting the Baker & Taylor 
Award at the local and national levels.  Reminders were posted to a variety of listservs 
including YALSA-BK and PUBYAC. (15 applied) 
* We also worked to promote the new Mentoring Program.  SLJ ran a new article which 
helped make it visible.  59 mentees and 38 mentors responded.  The match up process has 
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been completed and the chair will send out emails to participants before the end of 
December. 
 
TERMWORK = * We hope to select two librarians to receive the Baker & Taylor Award. 
 
* We hope that the Mentoring Program will run smoothly once participants begin 
communicating in January and that the program will have positive evaluations. 
 
* We hope to plan for an inviting booth for Annual to promote all YALSA has to offer. 
 
ACTIONAREA = education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = That 6 out of 9 members are due to rotate off at the same time.  It seems 
like we should try to stagger things a bit better if possible so that there's always a nice 
mix of new and experienced committee members. 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Intellectual Freedom 
 
CHAIR = Paula Brehm-Heeger 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To serve as a liaison between the division and the ALA 
Office for Intellectual Freedom and all other groups within the Association concerned 
with intellectual freedom; to advise the division on matters pertaining to the First 
Amendment of the U.S. Constitution and the ALA Library Bill of Rights and their 
implications to library service to young adults, and to make recommendations to the ALA 
Office for Intellectual Freedom for changes in policy on issues involving library service 
to young adults; to prepare and gather materials which will advise the young adult 
librarian of available services and support for resisting local pressure and community 
action designed to impair the rights of young adult users. 
ACCOMPLISHED = We are cosponsoring a program with the IFRT for the Chicago 
conference and have been working with them to find appropriate presenters and local 
teens willing to serve on a panel for the program.  The program description is as follows: 
 
“We’ve Got Your Back: Teens and Librarians Speak Out on Intellectual Freedom” 
 
“This program seeks to provide practical information on how Young Adult librarians can 
stand strong in defense of intellectual freedom. Real-life challenges to intellectual 
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freedom will be shared by teens and librarians, followed by small-group discussions 
among audience members and teen and librarian panel participants.  A lawyer with 
expertise in the area of teen rights and intellectual freedom will be present to offer advice 
on how librarians can react to such challenges.” 
 
TERMWORK = We will be working hard to finalize plans for our next program (annual 
2006) 
 
I will also be catching up everyone on where the plans for that program stand and what 
their specific assignments will be. 
 
We will also review information gathered at annual 2004.  This information is intended to 
supplement YALSA web page resource section on Intellectual Freedom. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, equity of access 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
CONCERNS = I believe James Cook, former chair, submitted some proposal(s) for our 
2006 annual conference program.  I'm hoping our board liaison can review this 
information with the new committee (and with me, the new chair). 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Legislation Committee 
 
CHAIR = Laurel Sandor 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To serve as a liaison between the ALA Legislation 
Committee and YALSA and with other ALA youth groups and units interested in serving 
this age range, to inform and instruct librarians working with young adults of pending 
legislation, particularly that which affects young adults, to encourage the art of lobbying; 
and to recommend to the YALSA Board endorsement or revision of legislation affecting 
young adults which might be proposed or supported by the ALA Legislation Committee. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The chair sent an introductory email to all committee members 
with the list of committee members and contact information, explaining the de facto and 
de jure obligations of committee membership and asking committee members to email 
the group to introduce themselves and discuss their ideas for what to focus on in the 
committee. So far, responses have been few. The chair also reserved a room for a meeting 
at Midwinter of the Joint Youth Legislation Committees. As the YALSA Legislation 
Committee is responsible this year for sponsoring a program at the Annual Conference, 
the chair also worked toward this end by securing one of the speakers for the program. 
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TERMWORK = 1. To plan and produce a successful program at the ALA Annual 
Conference. 
2. To identify a goal for this particular group of committee members to pursue during our 
term together (what part of the committee's function statement to focus or expand on). 
3. To achieve that goal. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, equity of access, education 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Other youth librarians (school?), other ALA divisions 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = I am a little worried that people may not want to do any more work than 
what has traditionally been done in the past on this committee. But I'll wait until after I 
meet my committee members face to face at Midwinter before I lie awake nights. 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = YALSA Local Arrangements, 2005 
 
CHAIR = Gail Tobin & Amy Alessio, co-chairs 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To handle YALSA local arrangements for the ALA Annual 
Conference, in close cooperation with the division president and YALSA staff. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Committee members have started to select teens to participate in 
YALSA programs. We have also begun identifying places of interest to list, incentives 
and favors for conference attendees traveling to Chicago and attending YALSA 
programs. 
 
TERMWORK = The committee would like to promote and facilitate teen involvement in 
YALSA programs. We also want to facilitate program attendance and participation for 
conference attendees at YALSA programs so they leave Chicago with a positive feeling 
about the city and YALSA.  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, education 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, media, colleagues 
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CONCERNS =  
 
COMMITTEE NAME = 2005 Margaret A. Edwards Award 
 
CHAIR = Cindy Dobrez 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = JUSTIFICATION: ALA's Young Adult Library Services 
Association (YALSA), on behalf of librarians who work with young adults in all types of 
libraries, will give recognition to those authors whose book or books have provided 
young adults with a window through which they can view their world and which will 
help them to grow and to understand themselves and their role in society.  
TERMS: The award will be given annually to an author whose book or books, over a 
period of time, have been accepted by young adults as an authentic voice that continues 
to illuminate their experiences and emotions, giving insight into their lives. The book or 
books should enable them to understand themselves, the world in which they live, and 
their relationship with others and with society. The book or books must be in print at the 
time of the nomination.  
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We have been reading from the works of the authors that we 
prioritized at Annual Conference.  We've held some discussion of authors and titles via 
our closed email list. I submitted the final list of authors and nominated titles to the 
YALSA office to meet the December deadline.  I'm planning to attend the Friday 5 p.m. 
PR meeting for award committee chairpersons to get the complete instructions for our 
final responsibilities. 
 
TERMWORK = We will select the 2005 Margaret A. Edwards winner. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, equity of access 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = Our committee is on schedule, although the final discussions, debates, 
and decisions leading to our award announcement will be interesting.  What a fascinating 
process this has been. 
 
I remain disappointed that since ALA revised the website the form page is not as useful.  
When I used to submit reports or award nominations I received a text confirmation of the 
contents of what I had submitted.  Now, when the form works, you just get a "thanks."  I 
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think this is a problem that ALA should correct to make the forms easier to use for the 
chairpersons, committee members, and the PUBLIC.   
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Margaret Edwards 2006 
 
CHAIR = Mary Arnold 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = Select an author for a lifetime achievement award writing 
for young adults 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Midwinter will be our first formal meeting; electronically, we have 
made introductions, set up distribution lists for discussion; read the material on the 
YALSA website about the award, Margaret Edwards, and previous winners; defined our 
criteria and terms; set a meeting time for Midwinter. 
 
TERMWORK = We will discuss procedures for a geographic scan of eligible YA authors 
and determine a timeline for online communication 
 
ACTIONAREA = literacy 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, media 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Nominating 
 
CHAIR = Betty Acerra 
 
ALL is well with nominations committee.  Unfortunately one of the candidates took ill 
and will not be able to run but we were quickly able to get another member  in good 
standing to run for the board.  Thanks to Esther Murphy all appropriate letters and 
documents have gone out to each candidate and for that the committee is extremely 
thankful.  The committee chair, Betty Acerra, would like to have a few minutes at 
leadership to address committee chairs about their role in nominations if the current or 
incoming president would think that appropriate.  To all a happy holiday.  I guess I come 
before the board on Tuesday P. M. after my last ALA council meeting of this midwinter 
conference. 
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Thank you for the opportunity to serve as this will be my last YALSA committee 
responsibility.    
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Organization & Bylaws 
 
CHAIR = Donald J. Kenney 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To revise the Bylaws in order to clarify them and when 
necessary, to recommend revision and amendment to improve them for the effective 
management of the division .... 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Worked with the Graphic Novel Task Force to write a charge for 
the standing committee 
 
TERMWORK = 1)  Review any organizational issues that may arise 
2) Deal with any new business matters 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, equity of access, education, diversity, coalition 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Outreach to Young Adults with Special Needs 
 
CHAIR = Kristin Fletcher-Spear 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To address the needs of young adults who do not or cannot 
use the library because of socioeconomic, legal, educational, or physical factors; to serve 
as a liaison between these groups and their service providers, and to identify and promote 
library programs, resources, and services that meet the special needs of these populations; 
to promote the Sagebrush Award for s Young Adult Reading or Literature Program and 
solicit applications; and to select annually, when a suitable winner is indicated.  
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We are in the process of writing an article on our Annual 
conference presentation on ESL teens. 
 
TERMWORK = We hope to finish the article in February and published in YALSA's 
journal. We will select a suitable recipient of the Sagebrush Award at the midwinter 
conference and begin planning for a program at 2006 Annual. 
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ACTIONAREA = equity of access 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = I've e-mailed several times to the committee member and only a few of 
them have emailed back, Is that normal? 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Partnerships Advocating for Teens 
 
CHAIR = Sandra Payne 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To explore, recommend, initiate, and implement ways of 
working with other organizations that work with youth. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED =  
 
TERMWORK = We are planning to further explore the possibility of creating a high 
profile panel for ALA Annual 2006. Below are a couple of ideas to explore the power of 
partnerships in the 21st century:  
  
1. Panel of young adult authors, directors of nationally recognized organizations, 
especially those that seldom or never attend ALA, and high profile elected officials who 
are recognized youth advocates, and young adult librarians 
 
2.  Panel presentation with authors, young adult librarians, high profile media mavens 
working in magazine industry, radio, television, music industry, and online providers 
who have a mission to do right and well by teenagers  
 
3. Panel presentation featuring foundations, national organizations, corporations that have 
worked to create and sustain partnerships with libraries, schools, and community-based 
organizations 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, equity of access, education, diversity, coalition 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
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STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Popular Paperbacks for Young Adults 
 
CHAIR = Sally Leahey 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To annually prepare one to five annotated list(s) of at least 
ten and no more than twenty-five recommended paperback titles, selected from popular 
genres, topics, or themes. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Prior to Mid-Winter, nominations have been finalized for the four 
lists: Define "Normal;" Fairy Tales; Heartbreak; and Horror.  Initial prioritizing of final 
selections has started.  A program proposal was submitted for the 2006 annual PLA 
Conference.  Efforts were made to publicize PPYA through listservs of young adult 
librarians. 
 
TERMWORK = Popular Paperbacks committee work will continue to be a diverse and 
nationally recognized selection committee with a unique take on nominations that can 
include any title that is still in print, as long as it has wide teen appeal.  It is hoped that 
this committee's work will gain increased attention, both within the library community 
and the publishing arena. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, equity of access, diversity 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Listservs, such as YALSA-BK and Adbooks; professional 
organizations, such as PLA and regional and state groups. 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, parents, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = Publicity has been an ongoing concern, and current members are making 
a particular effort to keep the work of Popular Paperbacks in the forefront among 
colleagues and publishers.  It is hoped that PPYA lists will receive recognition in ALA 
publicity. 
 
 



 Page 13 of 26 

COMMITTEE NAME:  President’s Program 
 
FILED BY: Jana Fine 
 
What has your committee accomplished between conferences?  not much 
 
What do you hope will be the outcomes or results of your committee's work during this 
term? finalization of the program 
 
Which action area(s) listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan will be addressed? (Select as 
many as apply.) 
Advocacy 
 21st Century Literacy 
Equity of Access 
Education and Continuous Learning 
Diversity 
Coalitions 
 
Which strategies could be used for the above action area(s)? (Select as many as apply.) 
Outreach to (key partners, other ALA divisions, youth organizations, etc.--please specify) 
involve other organizations in program 
Publication (print or electronic) 
Conference program 
Youth participation 
Other (Please explain): 
 
Which key partner(s), if any, listed in the Strategic Plan will be involved in your 
strategies? (Select as many as apply.) 
Teenagers 
Educators 
Media (web sites, magazines, etc.) 
Parents 
Professional Colleagues 
Youth Development Organizations 
 
Concerns: 
Since I have been vitally strapped for time, I have not put pressure on the committee to 
formulate the program.  But I have tried to light a fire under them and hopefully, we will 
finalize what we need for this program to be successful. 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Printz 2005 
 
CHAIR = Betty Carter 
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FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To select, from among the year's publications, a book 
designated as the Printz -- and award given for literary merit and to a book published as a 
YA book. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = the committee has increased the pool of nominated books from 16 
(nominations at Annual) to 50.  Nominations (and seconds) come from all committee 
members. 
 
TERMWORK = Selecting a Printz winner and, if appropriate, an honor book or books. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Professional Development  
 
CHAIR = Mary Hastler 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To create and maintain a professional development plan 
that responds to the needs of librarians serving young adults; to implement, evaluate and 
revise this plan as necessary; to maintain a liaison with the ALA Committee on Education 
and other related ALA units. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Committee members have been reviewing content on the 
Professional Development Center YALSA web pages for updating.  Both the 
School-Public Library Cooperation information and YA Spaces information have been 
extensively revised and updated.  Both areas are in final review at this time.  The 
committee is developing content for a new section on Professional Writing.  A new 
spotlight has been created with a tentative posting prior to Midwinter. 
 
TERMWORK = The committee's work will result in creating new resources and updating 
existing resources for YA librarians to use to further their professional and personal 
goals.  The committee chair is also working with the Continuing Education Taskforce to 
develop regional training opportunities for YA librarians. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, education, coalition 
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STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = PLA, State Library Associations 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = As with any committee or group with members scattered across 
geographic areas, communication can be a challenge but is going well.  Providing support 
to committee members who are actively working on committee projects while meeting 
the needs of their "day" job is also challenging.  Time is an issue for many committee 
members. 
 
COMMITTEE NAME:  Program Clearinghouse Committee 
 
COMMITTEE CHAIR:  Carol Marlowe 
 
Committee Function Statement: 
To review, facilitate, coordinate, and evaluate the planning for all conference and 
non-conference program proposals; and to make overall recommendations to the YALSA 
Board on the package of programs.  
 
What has your committee accomplished between conferences? 
Maintained contact with liaisons 
 
What do you hope will be the outcomes or results of your committee's work during 
this term? 
Gather form A for programs to be held next annual conference, confirm that this year's 
programs are ready for presentation. 
 
Which action area(s) listed in the YALSA Strategic Plan will be addressed? (Select 
as many as apply.) 
Advocacy, 21st Century Literacy, Equity of Access, Education and Continuous Learning, 
Diversity. 
 
Which strategies could be used for the above action area(s)? (Select as many as 
apply.) 
Outreach to (key partners, other ALA divisions, youth organizations, etc. (Other ALA 
divisions to  co-sponsor programs.) 
 
Which key partner(s), if any, listed in the Strategic Plan will be involved in your 
strategies? (Select as many as apply.) 
Professional Colleagues 
 
Concerns:  None 
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COMMITTEE NAME = Publications Committee 
 
CHAIR = Donald Kenney 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To develop a publications plan in the areas of young adult 
services and materials, to identify topics to be covered and potential authors; to oversee 
and coordinate the YALSA publications plan; to regularly review all YALSA 
publications in all formats and make recommendations to the YALSA Board regarding 
those needing revision or elimination. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = 1)  Worked on committee members serving as liaisons to various 
other YALSA committees 
2) Working on a list of publications ideas 
3) Reviewed 2 articles for the journal 
 
TERMWORK = 1)  Complete the list of publication ideas to disseminate both paper copy 
and electronically 
2)  Start publications ideas list/discussion on listserv 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, equity of access, education, diversity, coalition 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Publishers' Liaison Committee 
 
CHAIR = Jody Sharp 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To create a better understanding between publishers and 
librarians in the library's use of materials with teenagers, in order that such materials be 
supplied more effectively. To select annually in accordance with the terms of the Book 
Wholesalers, Inc./YALSA Collection Development Grant, two YALSA members who 
represent a public library and who work directly with young adults. 
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ACCOMPLISHED = One of the committee members co-authored a program follow-up 
article, "Publishing 101: A Guide for the Perplexed", which was published in Young 
Adult Library Services, vol. 3, no.1, Fall 2004 (pp. 35-36). 
 
The article captured the essence of the program (by the same title) we offered at the 2004 
Annual meeting. 
 
We have also just recently received the grant applications for the Book Wholesalers, 
Inc./YALSA Collection Development Grant, which we will be voting on at Midwinter. 
 
TERMWORK = We will select two recipients for the Book Wholesalers, Inc./YALSA 
Collection Development Grant. 
 
We will also discuss and explore some program ideas for future conferences.  
 
ACTIONAREA = literacy, education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Quick Picks for Reluctant Young Adult Readers 
 
CHAIR = Maureen Hartman 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To prepare an annual annotated list of recommended books 
appropriate for reluctant young adult readers. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The committee has nominated 184 titles -- both fiction and 
nonfiction -- published in 2003 and 2004 -- for consideration for the 2005 Quick Picks 
list.  The committee members have conducted over 10 training sessions that reached over 
800 librarians, media specialists and teachers about the purpose of Quick Picks and how 
to get involved in nominating titles. 
 
The committee has also successfully solicited teen feedback on the majority of titles 
nominated. 
 
Chair Maureen Hartman also wrote an article for YAttitudes on the Quick Picks process. 
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TERMWORK = By the end of Midwinter, 2005, the Quick Picks committee will have a 
great list of the best titles for reluctant young adult readers.  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, education 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, conference, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = YALSA members and other librarians who work with 
teens. 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, parents, colleagues, youth development 
organizations 
 
CONCERNS = We are still working to ensure better cooperation with publishers -- we 
have been unable to get some titles that were nominated sent to us. 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Regional Institute Task Force 
 
CHAIR = Monique le Conge 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To select a training topic and to develop content and 
curriculum for a YALSA Regional Institute.  A report and proposed curriculum will be 
presented to the YALSA Board at Midwinter 2005.  Task Force size:  5 members 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Continued discussion about CE opportunities for YALSA, 
including content and format. 
 
TERMWORK = Report to Board regarding our progress; request an extension to finalize 
the report by Annual 2005. 
 
ACTIONAREA = education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, other 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER = Regional Institutes; online educational formats. 
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS = At this time, as chair, I do not feel that I'm giving this project enough 
time and energy because of my new job, and I would like to resign as chair at Midwinter.  
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I'll be a committee member.  I know that eventually my work will calm down, but it's a 
steep learning curve, and I'm feeling the need to be too invested in that right now. 
 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Research Committee 
 
CHAIR = Sarah O'Neal 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To stimulate, encourage, guide and direct the research 
needs of young adult library service; to compile abstracts, disseminate research findings 
and judge applications for the Frances Henne/VOYA Research Grant. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = 1. We have finalized and confirmed speakers for our program at 
Annual in Chicago.  
2. Applications for the Frances Henne/VOYA grant were received by the Chair and 
distributed to committee members via email. 
 
TERMWORK = 1.  To choose (or not) a winner for the 2005 Henne Award. 
2. Further work on the conference program, which will include delegation of duties as 
follows: 
     a. Publicity for the program 
     b. Speakers (one committee member will be assigned to each speaker) 
     c. Committee survey/handouts for program 
3. An aggressive publicity campaign for the Henne/VOYA grant , to include an article on 
past winners in YALS 
 
ACTIONAREA = education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = Although the YALSA board has been very supportive of the Research 
committee and its objectives, our committee is still having trouble attracting professional 
colleagues to apply for the Henne/VOYA grant. One goal of this committee is to 
publicize this grant through a variety of media outlets, including YALS.  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Selected DVD's and Videos for Young Adults 
 
CHAIR = Shauna Yusko 
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Submitted by:  Amnah Darwish, Committee Administrative Assistant 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To select videos and digital video disks especially 
significant to young adults from those released in the past two years; to prepare an 
annotated list for publication in Booklist, School Library Journal, the YALSA web site, 
and other appropriate publications; and to present an annual showcase of selected items. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = In between conferences the committee members write to various 
producers and publishers requesting materials that fit the committee criteria for viewing. 
Materials are screened for both public and school library patrons. The feedback provided 
by these patrons helps to determine which videos will be nominated and screened for the 
committee at midwinter.  
 
TERMWORK = The committee's goal is to pull together a list of interesting, innovative 
materials that appeal to young adults and address the social issues that affect their lives. 
We strive to select well-presented materials that can be used in a variety of settings and 
that appeal to a broad range of young adults.  
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, equity of access, education, diversity 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Many of the materials that make our list are used in an 
outreach capacity by both librarians and educators. Because visual materials are often 
easier to digest for reluctant readers and under served populations, the committee's 
recommendations often assist those who work with these groups. 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, parents, colleagues, youth development 
organizations 
 
CONCERNS = The committee's has had to exclude several outstanding titles due to the 
time specification listed in our committee charter. The committee intends to draft a letter 
to the YALSA board during this years midwinter conference to be submitted during the 
Summer conference in hopes that the board might allow the committee to reorganize 
some of it's guidelines in order to produce a more well rounded and interesting list.  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Serving Youth In Urban Populations Discussion Group 
 
CHAIR = Sandra Payne 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = A discussion group to provide a person-to-person avenue 
of communication and networking for librarians serving large urban populations who 
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attend ALA conferences.  Between conferences networking and communication will 
continue with the use of YA-URBAN, an electronic list. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Targeting the 20 most populous zip codes invitations were 
extended to YALSA members who were not members of YA-URBAN to join as 
subscribers. As of September 16, 2004, membership rose to 233 members up from 191 
during August, 2004. 
 
TERMWORK = Quiet is the code word, thus far for YA-URBAN.  We will explore 
issues that are important for this group to discuss online at Midwinter.  
 
ACTIONAREA = education, diversity, coalition 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Strategic Planning 
 
CHAIR = Ranae Pierce 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To make recommendations to the YALSA Board for the 
division strategic plan; to monitor and evaluate the existing strategic plan, and to make 
recommendations to the Board for updating the plan. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Since the Board is currently considering a draft of a new strategic 
plan, the Committee has been in limbo. 
 
TERMWORK = If the YALSA Board adopts a new strategic plan, the Committee will be 
delighted to take a gander at it. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, equity of access, education, diversity, coalition 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, parents, colleagues, youth development 
organizations 
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CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = TAGS 
 
CHAIR = Tracey Firestone 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To monitor the sub-site of the YALSA Website that 
focuses on the needs of teen advisory groups in libraries updating and making changes as 
needed. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Continue to add TAG & Resource Spotlights to the site and add 
resources as they are identified. 
 
TERMWORK = We need to have a work schedule so that all members of the committee 
do an equal share of the work over the course of the year. 
 
ACTIONAREA = literacy, education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = publication 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = None at this time. 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Teaching Young Adult Literature 
 
CHAIR = Teri Lesesne 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = This is not a committee per se.  I serve as the convenor of 
the group. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = We meet at the conferences.  Last meeting the folks who came 
were more interested in YA literature than in teaching YAL.  The majority of the time 
was spent in talking about books and book groups in schools. 
 
TERMWORK = I hope to continue to lead the discussion that will best benefit the people 
who come to the meetings. 
 
ACTIONAREA = literacy, education 
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STRATEGIES = outreach, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = I think this function is one that needs better PR so that the 
people attending the discussion are there for the right reasons.  Maybe we need to reach 
out to the college folks? 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER = I think a program offering entitled something along the lines of 
MASTER CLASS IN YA LITERATURE might be interesting.  Professors from various 
universities could be invited to share their approach to the field of teaching YA literature. 
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = See above statements about the lack of knowledge of the purpose of this 
group. 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Technology for Young Adults 
 
CHAIR = Cathy Delneo 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To provide a forum for learning and discussion of the use 
of technology with young adults, to liaise with other groups and organizations on 
technology issues, to promote the use of technology and other media; to suggest ways to 
use those media with young adults; to advocate equal access. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = Book lists from our Orlando program will be printed in YALS this 
April.  We have also written an article about the program that will accompany the lists.  
This is an important step for the committee, as we usually are not able to share our work 
with a wide audience. 
 
We have been discussing the content and format of our upcoming program in Chicago 
and are looking forward to meeting with the speakers in Boston. 
 
TERMWORK = We hope to have another successful program at the annual conference in 
Chicago. We'll be creating printed materials for the conference including booklists and 
worksheets. We'll also be offering our support to the presenters so that their presentation 
can be a true workshop.  We envision that the presenters will lead the workshop and that 
our committee members will also be involved in the presentation by facilitating 
discussions in smaller groups. This will require a good deal of work between mid-winter 
and the annual conference. 
 
ACTIONAREA = literacy, education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
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STRATEGIES = publication, conference 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = educators, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Teen Read Week 
 
CHAIR = Nick Buron 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To provide recommendations for each Annual Teen read 
Week to the ALA/YALSA staff; to assist in the selection of a slogan, the drawing up of a 
timeline, the creation of new items added to the tip sheet and Teen Reading Website; and 
to recommend promotional activities and products. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = During Teen Read Week 2004, teens had the opportunity to select 
from a list of three options from the committee for the theme for Teen Read Week 2005.  
They selected "Get Real".  All committee members have been informed of this selection 
and are looking forward to participating in the next step. 
 
TERMWORK = At mid-winter, the committee will meet with staff of the YALSA office 
and assign jobs which will need to be done before annual.  Most of the work between 
meetings will entail providing content for the website. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, education 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = We always look for partners to celebrate with us. 
 
STRATEGIES = outreach, publication, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, educators, media, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS =  
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = YA Galley 
 
CHAIR = Diane P. Monnier  
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FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To facilitate the exchange of information galleys of books 
published within the current and previous years among the voting teen group members as 
well as the non-voting members; to annually prepare the "Teens' Top 10" list for Teen 
Read Week; and to coordinate the public electronic vote. 
 
ACCOMPLISHED = The reorganization of the Committee which we developed during 
Annual '04 was put into place this summer/fall.  Our 15 new YA Galley groups were 
notified that they had been chosen to participate in the program and all were sent the 
necessary information to get started.  Old groups were thanked.  The entire YA-Galley 
listserv was revised.  During Teen Read Week, the online vote was held, votes tabulated 
and the results released in the form of a press release.   
 
TERMWORK = Refining our procedures is one of our main goals.  Moving from a 
"paper information" to totally virtual committee is very important.  Nichole Gilbert has 
suggestions for helping the committee make this happen.  We also need to begin working 
directly with our non-nominating groups.  Putting those ideas in place will be on our 
agenda.  Since we apparently were not selected to present a preconference in 2006, we 
should consider presenting a YA Galley/TTT program at that conference. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, literacy, diversity, coalition 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH = Bring a number of teens from our YA Galley groups to 
Conference will be one of our goals if we are able to present a program in 2006. 
 
STRATEGIES = conference, youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = teenagers, colleagues 
 
CONCERNS = While the YA Galley Committee recognizes that our listserv is by 
necessity "closed", we feel the need to be able to request that YALSA members who can 
provide expert advice to advance the work of our committee be allowed to participate on 
the listserv.  We feel Cathi Dunn MacRae would help our committee as such an "expert" 
during this year of transition, and request that she be reinstated to the listserv until 
November 1, 2005 when we will have run through an entire Teen Read Week vote cycle. 
 
 
COMMITTEE NAME = Youth Participation 
 
CHAIR = Gretchen Dombrock 
 
FUNCTIONSTATEMENT = To establish guidelines and/or procedures to involve young 
adults in the decision-making process which directly effects their access to information 
and library service at local, state and national levels; to provide continuing education and 
public professional awareness of youth participation. 
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ACCOMPLISHED = Committee members have been putting together information for a 
one-stop website that combines all the resources for youth participation in one place. 
 
TERMWORK = A website that can be easily accessed by young adult librarians in order 
to obtain ideas for youth participation and practical resources for accomplishing those 
ideas. 
 
ACTIONAREA = advocacy, education 
 
STRATEGIESOUTREACH =  
 
STRATEGIES = youth participation 
 
STRATEGIESOTHER =  
 
PARTNERS = media, colleagues, youth development organizations 
 
CONCERNS =  
 


