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YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

February Meeting via Conference Call 
February 29, 2008 

 
Topic: Division Councilor Report 
 
Background: ALA Council met Sunday, Tuesday and Wednesday during the 

Midwinter Meeting.  At these meetings resolutions are typically put 
forward and other issues are discussed that may be of importance to 
YALSA.    

 
Action Required:   Information 
 

 
I have reduced and condensed my original report because of changes during the Midwinter 
council meetings.  This is therefore a compilation of the previous (unreported) document and a 
summary of council results: 
A total attendance was 13,601 on January 14 (as compared to 12,230 for Seattle in 2007 and 
11,084 for San Antonio in 2006.  Just keeps growing no matter what it seems. 
 
1. As you know by now, two youth people were elected to the ALA 
Executive Board: Em Claire Knowles and Diane Chen.  Em Claire Knowles is Assistant Dean at 
Simmons College graduate School of Library and Information Science and Diane Chen is a 
Library Information Specialist at Hickman Elementary School in Nashville, TN.  Joseph Eagan, 
the third person elected, is a manager at The Olney Branch Library of the Montgomery County 
Public Library System in Olney, MD.  He has been a Councilor at-large since 2002. 
 
2. Voted to elect 3 ALA Honorary Members: Pat Mora, Author; Peggy 
Sullivan, former Executive Director of ALA and retired University Dean, Professor, Consultant 
and Scholar; and Effie Lee Morris, retired coordinator of Children's Services, San Francisco P.L. 
 
3. An interesting aside: ALA did an "ethnographic" survey of the 
hourly traffic patterns in the Exhibit Hall during Mid-winter.  It turns out even though most 
venders are willing to pay big bucks to be located in the spots nearest the entrance, most people 
only pause at the entrance and actually stop about half-way down the aisles. 
 
4. PBS and AASL are collaborating to support school SLMs in their 
work through cross-links between AASL's Knowledge Quest Publication and complimentary 
PBS enrichment content on articles in KQ. 
 
5. Council adopted revised accreditation standards (from 1992). 
Although there is more emphasis on systematic planning, learning outcomes, assessment, and 
diversity, there are no real definitive guidelines as to basic "must have" courses.  (i.e.: cataloging 
and reference in particular.) 
 
6. Passing by a small percentage, the Cope Report to council 
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(Committee on Prof. Ethics) is a compilation of responses to programs from 2004-06 
conferences as well as an expansion of Article IV.  On the advice of ALA's legal council, COPE 
believes that libraries should adopt the code as part of their policy thus making it enforceable on 
a local level.  COPE is also working on a statement on enforceability to be circulated in the near 
future.  The ALA Code of Ethics will be 70 years old in 2009. 
 
7. The latest breaking news of course is about the 3 Washington 
(state) mothers who have, in a grassroots effort, really made the whole country sit up and pay 
attention.  As per usual in times of budget shortages, libraries (both public and school) are often 
seen as luxuries.  Not so, say these 3 and they have rallied support beyond all expectations.  The 
"Spokane moms" blog is at http://librariesfordemocracy.org/fundfuture/ and their petition (to 
keep school librarians on the job) is now at 4900 signatures (as of February 8). 
 
8. New dates to keep in mind: 
 
2018 - Los Angeles - Midwinter; New Orleans - Annual 
 
2019 - Seattle, WA-Midwinter; NY, NY-Annual 
 
Respectfully Submitted,  
Christine Allen, YALSA Division Councilor 
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