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3:30 – 5:00 PM (Eastern) August 25, 2009 
 
Topic: Selected Lists & BBYA Update 
 
Background: At the 2009 Annual Conference the Board charged the Executive 

Committee “to develop a new selected list proposal with feedback 
from members to be presented at Fall Exec and then presented to 
the Board.”  A progress report is provided below.   

 
Action Required:   Information 
 

 
The Executive Committee met via conference call on Friday, August 7, to begin a discussion 
about moving forward with modernizing YALSA’s portfolio of selected lists based on 
member input and other relevant data.  During that discussion, several ideas were presented 
which will be further investigated and discussed during the Fall Executive Committee 
Meeting in October. These include: 
 

• Standardizing all selection committee policies and procedures so they are consistent, 
including length of appointments and procedures for nominating titles. 
 

• Taking steps to ensure that selection committee members are clear as to the purpose, 
goals, and audience for the list on which they are working. 
 

• Creating and disseminating educational content (webinar, web class, etc.) for 
YALSA members that are interested in serving on a selection committee so they are 
better informed as to what is expected of selection committee members.   
 

• Creating and disseminating an educational resource for selection committee members 
who have just been appointed to a selection committee.  The resource would include 
information about what to expect and how to get started. 
 

• Considering ways to integrate the portfolio of lists so that it is inclusive of multiple 
genres and formats and as useful as possible to members and the library community.  
Strategies might include transforming BBYA into a best fiction list and/or marketing 
the Nonfiction Award nominations. 
 

• Addressing the workload issue of the BBYA Committee by narrowing the scope of 
eligible titles, changing the nominations process and/or limiting the term of 
appointment.   
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• Branding the portfolio of YALSA lists as the best books for young adults with each 
list serving as one component/genre/format of a comprehensive portfolio of the best. 
 

• Expanding the Alex Award somehow so that more than ten adult titles are recognized 
in some way. 
 

• Having each of YALSA’s selection committees to select a top ten of the year and 
publishing the collection of top ten lists as the best books for young adults published 
in a given year. 


