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YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Conference Call 

3:30 – 5:00 PM (Eastern) August 25, 2009 
 
Topic: Establish a Competencies Update Taskforce 
 
Background: At the 2009 ALA Annual Conference it was brought to the 

Executive Committee’s attention that there are two books in 
progress that relate directly to YALSA’s Competencies for 
Librarians Serving Youth, which has not been updated since 2003.  
Via email in July Linda Braun asked the Board if they would 
support the establishment of a task force to review and update the 
competencies, and the Board voted in favor of doing so.  Including 
the item as a part of this meeting simply ensures it will be entered 
into the official record of the association. 

 
Action Required:   Consent 
 

 
 
Proposal: Immediately establish a Competencies Update Taskforce 
 
Rationale: the competencies were last updated in 2003.  Since that time there have been 
significant changes to young adult librarianship.  Additionally, two YALSA publications are 
in progress that will focus on the competencies, including an update of New Directions for 
Library Service to Young Adults and a new publication designed to help libraries incorporate 
the competencies into their library program (written by Sarah Flowers).   
 
Proposed Charge for the Taskforce: 
 
Competencies Update Taskforce 
 
To review the current document called "Young Adults Deserve the Best: Competencies for 
Librarians Serving Youth" and update the language and content, as needed, to ensure it 
reflects current trends in YA librarianship as well as YALSA's current mission, goals and 
philosophy of service.  Review other YALSA guidelines and white papers to ensure 
consistency in messaging.  Provide an update for the Fall Executive Committee meeting in 
October, and submit a final report with recommended changes for Board consideration by 
Dec. 14th, 2009.  Taskforce size: 5 including Chair.  Term of service: now through 
December 31st, 2009.  
 
Proposed Action: direct the President to establish a Competencies Update Taskforce as 
outlined above. 
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