
YALSA Board of Directors – August 2008 

Topic: Post MLS Certification Update 
Item # 12 

YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
Conference Call 

4:30 – 6:00 PM (Eastern) August 12, 2008 
 
Topic: Post MLS Certification Update 
 
Background: In 2007 YALSA’s Board established a taskforce to look into the 

feasibility of creating a post MLS certification program.  Their 
final report was submitted to the Board for the Annual 08 
meeting, at which time the Board instructed Beth Yoke to contact 
the ALA-APA to see what the appropriate next steps were.  Her 
recommendation was to take a step back and answer some key 
questions before deciding how to proceed.   

 
Action Required:   Discussion 
 

 
What is the point of a YALSA certification program?  Where is the greatest need? 

• To fill gaps in existing MLS program and help public librarians working with teens 
build practical skills and knowledge? 

• To fill a need in terms of helping YA librarians prepare for managerial positions? 
• Other? 

 
Possible directions for a Certification Program (depending on what the answer to the 
above question is): 

• Focus on a management in teen services certification and implement as an add-on to 
the existing Certified Public Library Administrator (CPLA) program 

• Focus on a management in teen services certification and implement as a stand-alone 
mini-certification 

• Re-engineer existing course offerings as a specialization in YA services for public 
libraries 

• Other 
 
Before an informed decision can be made, some information gathering might need to be 
done: 

• Find out what YA librarians want: what are their current needs and career goals? 
• Find out what library directors want: what needs do they have in terms of qualified 

YA staff?  What professional development are they willing to pay for? 
• Find out what already exists in academia.  Do any certification programs already exist 

for YA?  If so, what are they?   
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