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Item # 6 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

Conference Call 

March 2, 2011 

 

Topic: Odyssey Taskforce Report 

 

Background: In the spring of 2010 the Board voted to work with ALSC to establish 

a taskforce to evaluate the overall Odyssey award program after its 

three years, as outlined in the original award proposal document that 

was approved by the ALA Award Committee. The Task Force was 

asked to submit a preliminary report at Annual and then submit a 

final report to by December 7th in preparation for the ALSC and 

YALSA Board meetings at Midwinter 2011.  The taskforce did not 

submit a report for Annual.  A report submitted January 31
st
 is 

provided below. 

 

Action Required:   Discussion 

 

 
Task Force Charge: To evaluate the joint ALSC/Booklist/YALSA Odyssey Award. 

The responsibilities of the task force included: 

1. discussing and defining changes and/or clarifications needed in policies and procedures; 

2. appropriateness to give one award with honor titles;  

3. and to determine if ALSC and YALSA wish to continue their collaboration and the award. 

 

Overview of Task Force Work Plan: 

The Task Force was charged with meeting virtually to consider its charges and convened via 

email throughout the fall to dialogue about issues and concerns related to the first years of 

administering the Odyssey Award for audiobooks. (We tried using ALAConnect, but this proved 

problematic for various reasons.) We took each charge individually and addressed it thoroughly 

while raising additional questions. All members participated fully. This report, which outlines 

recommendations for next steps, concludes the work of the task force. 

 

Summary of Task Force Findings: 

We were united in our affirmation of the merit of the Odyssey Award and of the collaboration of 

ALSC, YALSA, and Booklist in administering the award. Our main concerns centered around 

the expeditious appointment of committee members, the timeline and format for submission of 

materials, questions of eligibility of international selections, and the promotion of the award 

itself. Our major findings include: 

 We reaffirm the merits of the collaboration between ALSC and YALSA in administering 

the award and the value of giving one award with honor titles. 

 We believe there is a need to clarify the beginning of committee service (beginning with 

or immediately following ALA Midwinter conference). Timely committee appointments 

are essential to effective participation and receipt of materials. 
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 We discussed the importance of the timeframe for eligibility of international submissions: 

“Audiobooks previously published in another country are eligible if they are distributed 

in the United States during the term of eligibility.” The key for eligibility is the year of 

distribution within the U.S., not necessarily the production year. 

 We discussed the difficulties associated with the Oct. 31 cut off date for submissions as 

well as the wording for age eligibility of materials. (“The audiobook is intended for either 

young adults or children, who are defined as persons up to and including age 18; works 

for this entire age range are to be considered. Adult titles are ineligible.”) The key is in 

urging publishers to send materials produced by or on Oct. 31 to committee members as 

quickly as possible and in providing ancillary material whenever possible to identify the 

audience age. 

 We believe greater promotion of the Odyssey Award is needed via sharing a winning 

audioclip at the initial youth awards press conference, the inclusion of audioclips of 

Odyssey winners and honor books on the ALSC and YALSA web sites, inclusion of 

Odyssey books in awards displays (at ALA offices), and the creation of an Odyssey 

award poster to be displayed at conference publisher exhibits, etc.  

 We recognize that there will be a need to consider the submission of audio downloads 

(rather than CDs) and the use of MP3 players in the future; this transition will require 

further study and planning. 

 

Task Force Recommendations:  

Based on our findings, we recommend the following: 

Recommendation #1: We recommend refining the timeframe for eligibility of international 

submissions: “Audiobooks previously published in another country are eligible if they are 

distributed in the United States during the term of eligibility.” The key for eligibility is the year 

of distribution within the U.S., not necessarily the production year. 

 

Recommendation #2: We recommend maintaining the Oct. 31 cut off date for submissions as 

well as the wording for age eligibility of materials: “The audiobook is intended for either young 

adults or children, who are defined as persons up to and including age 18; works for this entire 

age range are to be considered. Adult titles are ineligible.” Publishers are urged to send materials 

produced by or on Oct. 31 to committee members as quickly as possible and to provide ancillary 

material whenever possible to identify the audience age of audio materials. 

 

Recommendation #3: We urge ALA, ALSC and YALSA to expand promotion of the Odyssey 

Award via sharing a winning audioclip at the initial youth awards press conference, the inclusion 

of audioclips of Odyssey winners and honor books on the ALSC and YALSA web sites, 

inclusion of Odyssey books in awards displays (at ALA offices), and the creation of an Odyssey 

award poster to be displayed at conference publisher exhibits, etc.  

 

Recommendation #4:  Appoint the existing/a new/combo of task force members to a new task 

force with the following charge:   

To consider the submission of audio downloads (rather than CDs) and the use of MP3 players (or 

other technology) in the future consideration of audiobooks for the Odyssey Award and develop 

guidelines and specifications for those submissions 
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Action To Be Taken:  The Task Force asks the ALSC Board adopt the four recommendations. 

Thank you for your consideration.  Member(s) will be present at your Board meeting at Annual 

Conference. 

 

List of the Task Force Members: 

Sylvia Vardell, Chair 

Mary Burkey 

Sharon Grover 

Pam Spencer Holley 

Natalie Hoyle  

Cheryl Herman, Publisher 

Sue-Ellen Beauregard, Booklist 

 


