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Topic: Confirmation of Odyssey Manual Taskforce Establishment 
 
Background: In 2010 YALSA and ALSC established an interdivisional 

taskforce to evaluate the Odyssey Award, as specified in the award 
guidelines approved by ALA’s Award Committee.  The taskforce 
made several recommendations.  In May the YALSA Board, via its 
space in ALA Connect, discussed and approved the proposal to 
establish a taskforce to develop a manual for the committee and to 
look into the feasibility of expanding the existing submission 
format to include audio downloads.  Including the item as a part of 
this meeting simply ensures it will be entered into the official 
record of the association.   

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 

 
Proposal: Establish an interdivisional Task Force that will create a manual for the Odyssey 
Award Committee and consider the desirability of receiving submissions via a downloadable 
format.  
 
Rationale: As part of its report, the 2010 Odyssey Award Evaluation Taskforce made several 
recommendations regarding improving the work and efficiency of the committee, including 
exploring the feasibility of receiving submissions in a downloadable format.   
 
Proposed Charge: 
To create a manual for future Odyssey Award Committees to use in order to facilitate the 
work of the committee and ensure consistent application of established policies and 
procedures.  Consider the desirability of receiving submissions via downloadable format and 
make a recommendation to the ALSC and YALSA boards.  Submit a draft manual and a 
recommendation about format by Dec. 20, 2011 for the ALSC and YALSA boards to 
consider at their Midwinter Meeting.  Refine the draft based on board feedback, and submit a 
final draft for divisions’ board approval by May 21, 2012.  Taskforce size: 6 virtual 
members, appointed in equal numbers from ALSC both and YALSA, including the chair.  
Term of appointment: July 1, 2011 through June 30, 2012.   
 
Proposed Action: the Boards direct each division President to establish an interdivisional 
Odyssey Manual Taskforce that will work between July 1, 2011 and June 30, 2012. 


