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Topic: Theme for 2012 Symposium 
 
Background: The 2012 Symposium Marketing & Planning Taskforce will begin its 

work on July 1, 2011.  The Board will want to provide some direction 
to the taskforce and to staff in terms of a focus for the event.  Then the 
taskforce and staff can work together to choose the exact theme. 
Included in the information below is a summary of the theme ideas 
that 2010 symposium attendees shared via a post-symposium survey.   

 
Action Required:  Action 
 

 
Selecting a Symposium Focus and Theme 
The primary purpose of the theme is as a marketing tool.  The goal is to identify an exciting and 
timely topic that will interest people and motivate them to pay to come to the event.  The theme 
also serves an educational purpose.  The call for papers and proposals will direct individuals to 
develop content that explores the theme in some way.   
 
Background Information 
About the Symposium: 
In a 2004 taskforce whose job was to determine how funds from the Morris Endowment should 
be used, recommended that YALSA establish a “national conference with a heavy emphasis 
(although not necessarily an exclusive one) on young adult literature.”  A future taskforce 
assembled specifically to flesh out this recommendation put forth the symposium concept, where 
the vision was for the event to take an academic look at some aspect of young adult literature, 
which would possibly result in a publication or a series of papers. 
 
Past Symposium Themes: 

• 2008: How We Read Now (meant to focus on formats, genres, etc. that were emerging at 
the time) 

• 2010: Beyond Good Intentions: Diversity, Literature & Teens 
 
 Ideas for future areas of focus from 2010 symposium attendees: 
General YA lit ideas: 
• E-books: 

o Tech versus print and how they can co-exist 
o The impact of eBook publishing on YA literature and the teens who read it 

• Something with technology 
• Reading of the future! What and how will teens be reading in the future, how are authors and 

publishers adapting and how can we librarians adapt and be prepared? 
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• The publishing world: how it affects what's available to us, current trends in publishing, more 
information about the mismatch between a book's content and cover, how to develop contacts 
at publishers to get ARCs or arrange author visits. 

• Indigenous voices from around the world, focusing on Native American literature and writers 
• The 2010 theme was too narrow.  All YA would be good (mentioned more than once) 
• Boys and reading 
• YA lit success stories--what makes a book speak to millions. Are there any recurring themes? 
• Connecting Authors and Readers 

Genre-based ideas: 
• More on international literature or multicultural  
• Emphasis on sports 
• Maybe some oft-overlooked genres, such as humor, sports, historical fiction...anything but 

vampires, zombies, angels, werewolves, etc. 
• Finding Truth in Fantasy and Reality 
• Something dystopian/utopian 

 

Librarianship focused ideas: 
• How to use YA lit to partner with community organizations/agencies 
• The relevance of libraries in the lives of the 21st century teens 
• YA programming that incorporates traditional library resources with technology popular with 

teens 
• Savvy Teens, future adults, how lit and library prepare teens for adulthood 
• Service to the underserved 
• Anything programming (mentioned more than once) 
• Perhaps we could address the fact that our profession is disappearing. There are so few 

opportunities for young adult specialists these days. A lot of us need to be inspired 
• Bringing library services outside of the library, collaborating with other non-profits, schools 

& school libraries, youth groups, city offices and organizations (outreach & collaboration 
were mentioned more than once) 

• Literacy education for non-native English speakers and struggling readers 

Other: 
• Something not depressing 
• The time is now get involved 
• "Meet Us In St. Louis" 
• Something for Everyone  
• Creating Communities 

 
Recommended areas of focus based on feedback from attendees: 
The ideas mentioned above can seemingly be distilled down to these areas: 

• The future of YA lit and/or teen reading (can encompass formats, trends, publishing 
world, diversity, technology, etc.) 

• Gender and YA lit (is broader than the boys & books idea mentioned above, but       
            encompasses it and opens the door for other subtopics) 



YALSA Board of Directors – Annual 2011 
Topic: Theme for 2012 Symposium  

 
-3-

• Genres in YA lit (an A to Z approach that encompasses them all and offers something for 
every interest) 

• YA lit and the library (focus on what libraries are doing with YA lit in terms of 
collections, readers’ advisory, programming, outreach, literacy, etc.) 

 
Are there other topics that weren’t mentioned that might also be timely and have broad appeal?  
For example, would a focus on tween reading be well-received? 
 
Next Steps: 
The board decides on an area of focus for the 2012 symposium and then the taskforce and staff 
will work to develop a theme based on it. 


