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Item # 14 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

ALA Annual Conference, New Orleans 
June 24 - 28, 2011 

 
Topic: The Hub Manager Annual Report 
 
Background: Sarah Debraski, the Member Manager of The Hub, YALSA’s new YA 

lit blog , has provided the Board with a semi-annual report.  The 
purpose of the blog is to provide an online resource for teens to use to 
find reading recommendations. This blog focuses on young adult 
literature and provides teens and the librarians who serve them with a 
definitive web connection to blog posts, images, booklists, and videos 
and more all related to teen reading. 

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 

 
Literature Blog Manager Report 
June  2011 
 
The past six months for The Hub have been very exciting.  Our readership continues to grow, 
bloggers have settled in to a writing routine, and we have had our first thematic month: “31 Days 
of Teens’ Top Ten.”  The theme month seemed to really appeal to the bloggers, so I think more 
in the future is definitely a good idea.  
 
Statistics: 

• As of May 23, 2011 midday we’ve had 42,105 total views since the site launched in 
January 2011.    From January 1 through May 23 we’ve published 180 posts. 

• On the busiest day there were 1, 461 views.  That was the day the Teens’ Top Ten 
nominations were announced and the post was tweeted about quite a bit. 

• We average around 300 views per day.  May has seen the most consistent views, which I 
attribute to the thematic month.   

• Page views:  

January:   10,941 
February:  9, 517  
March:   6, 862 
April:  8, 136 
May:  6, 263 (first 3 weeks of May) 
 

• Top referrers this year:  

Twitter 4,259 
Facebook 1,325 
Wordpress dashboard 1, 028 
ala.org 693 
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• How they found us this year (top search terms):  

the hub disney (262) 
yalsa the hub (253) 
disney hub (209) 
yalsa hub (118) 
the hub yalsa (104) 

 
I completed the outgoing chair task list with recommendations for goals for blog.  My 
suggestions include: Strive to develop a variety of content (not just book reviews!) and blogger 
voices; plan early and do more related to January’s award announcements (this year we had 
some things, did the best we could, but since it had just started it was somewhat awkward and 
just didn’t have the momentum it needed at that time); market and promote the blog to get even 
more readers. 
 
In May I responded to a NYTimes article in the comments with a plug for YALSA resources and 
The Hub, and it was a highlighted comment. 
(http://community.nytimes.com/comments/parenting.blogs.nytimes.com/2011/05/17/what-your-
teens-are-reading)    
 
One member of the advisory board resigned and will be replaced in the next appointments round.  
I elected not to renew my contract, but have offered to continue on until a replacement is found. 
The Hub bloggers are passionate about YA lit, but they struggle with the need to have their posts 
be directly related to YALSA’s lists, and also to be something other than a book review.   I am 
confident, though, that in the next year the blog will only continue to get better and better and 
have more and more readers. 
 
Respectfully Submitted, 
Sarah Debraski 
Hub Manager 
5/23/11 
 

 


