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Item # 13 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

ALA Annual Conference, New Orleans 
June 24 - 28, 2011 

 
Topic: JRLYA Editor Annual Report 
 
Background: Sandra Hughes-Hassell, the Member Editor of JRLYA, has provided 

the Board with a semi-annual report.  As editor, Sandra is also chair 
of the JRLYA Advisory Board.  The journal is YALSA’s peer-
reviewed, open source research journal that launched in November 
2010 as part of the Board’s strategy for addressing the Research goal 
in the strategic plan. 

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 

 
JRLYA Editor’s Report 

Submitted by Sandra Hughes-Hassell 
June 1, 2011 

 
Overview of Journal 

The Journal of Research on Libraries and Young Adults is published four times a year by the 
Young Adult Library Services Association in November, February, May, and August. Its 
purpose is to enhance the development of theory, research, and practices to support young adult 
library services. 

Journal of Research on Libraries and Young Adults promotes and publishes high quality original 
research concerning the informational and developmental needs of young adults; the 
management, implementation, and evaluation of library services for young adults; and other 
critical issues relevant to librarians who work with young adults. The journal also includes 
literary and cultural analysis of classic and contemporary writing for young adults. 

As the online, open-access, peer-reviewed journal of the Young Adult Library Services 
Association, Journal of Research on Libraries and Young Adults distributes major research 
findings worldwide through electronic publication. The primary audience for Journal of 
Research on Libraries and Young Adults includes academics, public librarians, school library 
media specialists, and secondary school educators who advocate for young adults and strive to 
support their developmental and educational needs. 

Purpose and Scope of the Journal 

• To serve as a vehicle for disseminating research of interest to librarians, library 
workers and academics who focus on library service to young adults, ages 12 through 18. 
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• To provide researchers with a respected vehicle for publishing research of interest to 
professionals who focus on library services to young adults. 

• To serve as the official research publication of the association, including but not limited 
to publishing annotated lists of recent research from YALSA’s Research Committee, 
Henne Award winning research and papers from YALSA’s biennial Young Adult 
Literature Symposium. 

• The scope of the journal includes all aspects of library services to young adults at every 
level and for all types of libraries. 

Updates 
1. The Fall and Winter issues of journal of have been published 

 
2. The Spring issue is ready for posting to the web 

a. Two articles will appear in the journal--"More Powerful than a Locomotive: 
Using Graphic Novels to Motivate Struggling Male Adolescent Readers" by 
Karen Gavigan and "Are All Lists Created Equal? Diversity in Award Winning 
and Bestselling Young Adult Fiction" by Casey Rawson 

b. The abstracts for the Research Committee’s Poster session at ALA Annual are 
being published in the Spring issue—this is an attempt to create interest in the 
poster session and to increase collaboration/coordination between the YALSA 
Research Committee and JRLYA.  All of the authors of the posters have been 
encouraged to submit articles about their research to JRLYA. 
 

3. The Summer issue is slated for publication on August 13—one paper has been 
accepted— “The Silent Message: Professional Journals Failure to Address LGBTQ 
Issues” by Elizabeth Koehler.   
 

4. 19 papers have been submitted since the journal began—11 have been accepted for 
publication (many of these were papers from the Fall Literature Forum); 1 was returned 
to the author as not appropriate for the journal—suggestions for other venues were 
suggested; 3 were returned to the authors with extensive comments and a request to 
revise and resubmit; 4 are currently out for review 
 

5. A review of the past Henne Award winners is being developed for publication in 
JRLYA—this effort will hopefully increase interest in the Henne Award and increase 
collaboration/coordination between the Frances Henne Jury and JRLYA 
 

6. The journal is being indexed by Google Scholar, Library Literature, Education Full Text, 
and ERIC 
 

7. Calls for papers are currently submitted to JESSE, All ALA listservs related to teen 
services (AASL, ELMS, etc., ALISE Youth Sig, etc.) 
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8. Additional advisory board members will be added after annual to assist with the peer 

reviewing process 
 

Issues to Address 
1. Increasing the number of quality submissions received—Do Board members have any 

ideas? 
 

2. Strengthening relationships between JRLYA and other YALSA committees related to 
research—The current editor (Sandra Hughes-Hassell) was elected to the YALSA Board 
and will serve as the Board Liaison to Research Committee and to the Midwinter Paper 
Presentation 2013. 
 

3. Monitoring usage of the journal—usage numbers; comments, etc. 


