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Item # 12 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

ALA Annual Conference, New Orleans 
June 24 - 28, 2011 

 
Topic: YALS Editor Annual Report 
 
Background: Sarah Flowers, the Member Editor of YALS, has provided the Board 

with a semi-annual report.  The purpose of the journal is: 1) to serve 
as a vehicle for continuing education for librarians and library 
workers serving young adults; 2) to publish articles of current interest 
to the profession; 3) to showcase research and best practices in the 
field; 4) to provide news from related fields; 5) to spotlight significant 
events of the organization; 6) to offer in-depth reviews of professional 
literature and resources; and 7) to serve as the official record of the 
association. 

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 

 
YALS Editor Report 
Sarah Flowers, Editor-in-Chief 
 
YALS issues 
The Spring issue of YALS was the Awards issue. It was mailed out in mid-May and focused on 
articles about books and the awards, and including reproducibles of the lists. It was later than 
usual because we had some issues with our production company, Cadmus, regarding inconsistent 
copyediting and other layout problems. Stevie and I had a conference call with representatives 
from Cadmus, and we believe that our issues have been resolved.  
 
The Summer (Teen Read Week) issue is currently in production, and should be mailed the first 
week of July. 
 
Because the Journal of Research on Libraries and Young Adults now publishes research articles, 
YALS is no longer accepting formal research papers. We have, however, begun to publish longer 
articles on YA Literature, as well as excerpts from ALA Editions books on YA services. 
 
Editorial Advisory Committee 
The EAC, under the chairmanship of Kimberly Bolan Cullin, has been very useful to me. In 
particular, they have made valuable suggestions for authors of articles, they have reviewed 
submissions and made recommendations to me, and they have made some suggestions for future 
articles and for future themed issues. Kim will continue as chair of the EAC for the coming year. 
 
New Editor-in-Chief 
During the period of January-March, a search was conducted for a new member-editor of YALS. 
A search committee (Linda Braun, Kim Patton, Mary Hastler, Nick Buron, Kim Cullin, Stevie 
Kuenn, Beth Yoke, and me) narrowed the applications down to two finalists. Stevie and I 
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interviewed the finalists by phone, shared our notes and recommendations with the other 
members of the search committee. Megan Honig was selected as the new Editor-in-Chief of 
YALS. Her first issue will be the Fall 2011 issue. In the meantime, she is shadowing me as I work 
on the Summer issue. 
 
Goals 
After Stevie returns from maternity leave, Megan will work with her to start putting YALS 
content online. 
 
Thanks 
I have greatly enjoyed editing YALS for the past two years. I would like to thank the YALSA 
Board and Staff for appointing me to this position, and for supporting me in it. Thank you to all 
who suggested articles and authors and to all who contributed articles. I have been pleased that 
YALS has continued to win APEX awards, and I have been especially pleased to have given 
opportunities for new member-authors to contribute content to the journal. Special thanks go to 
Stevie Kuenn, YALSA’s Web Services Manager, who is a big part of what keeps YALS going. 
Her good ideas, her experience, her good editorial sense, and her managerial skills have been a 
huge help to me. 

 
--respectfully submitted, Sarah Flowers 


