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YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 

ALA Annual Conference, Washington DC 
June 24 - 29, 2010 

 
Topic: USBBY Representative Report 
 
Background: YALSA’s representative to the United States Board on Books for 

Young People, Maggie Bush, has provided a report on recent USBBY 
activities. 

 
Action Required:  Information 
 

 
To: YALSA Board of Directors and Membership 
 
From: Maggie Bush. YALSA Rep. to the U.S. Board on Books for Young People 
               (USBBY), 2009/2010 
 
Re: Activities of This Partner Organization 
 
The three youth services divisions of ALA (AASL, ALSC, YALSA) have rotating representation 
on the board of directors of our country’s chapter of the International Board on Books for Young 
People (IBBY). Attached to this report is a sketch of USBBY’s work from its current president, 
Kathy Short from the University of Arizona.  
Here I’d like to add other information that should be useful to many YALSA members. 
 
First of all, it’s important to note that USBBY is a national membership organization with an 
active scheme of programs, projects and publications al related to the world-wide production of 
books for children and young adults.  Annual dues are modest-just $40 a year—and one can find 
information about membership, and the organization’s activities, lists and awards at their 
website—www.usbby.org.  As so many libraries in the U.S. serve ever larger numbers of young 
people who’ve come here from other countries, USBBY materials become ever more useful. It’s 
also important to note that USBBY puts YALSA members and other librarians in very nice 
working relationships with members of other professional groups who share both our interests 
and our clientele.  IRA, NCTE, and CBC, along with other ALA divisions al have seats on the 
USBBY Board of Directors, which meets three times a year for a very substantial board session. 
 
A USBBY program that’s very handy for those of us in YALSA (and ALSC and AASL) 
Is one that occurs at each ALA Annual Conference. This year’s program is called “Libraries to 
the World.” Which will take place on Saturday afternoon from 4 to 5:30 p.m. A panel will 
describe the work of three major libraries with an international focus-- 
the Children’s Literature Center at the Library of Congress, The Children’s International Digital 
Library, and the International Youth Library  in Munich, Germany. 
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At the ALA  Conference USBBY will also present its Bridge to Understanding Award, given to 
“acknowledge the work of adults who use books to promote international understanding  among 
children.” (It should be noted that the term “children” in all the 
USBBY activities does always extend into the teen years!) This year’s award goes to  
Kids Share Workshops of Central Vermont. YALSA members will enjoy learning about this 
organization’s work at www.KidsShareWorkshops.org. It’s also possible that some of you might 
be aware of other good programs to nominate for future awards. 
 
The attractive annual booklist produced by USBBY, “Outstanding International Books,” 
identifies well written and appealing children’s and young adult books coming from many parts 
of the world and published in the United States.  Members of ALA divisions serve on the 
committee that selects this nice list, which gets widely distributed in print form and can be found 
on the USBBY website. 
 
 
In addition to the annual programs at the conferences of its patron organizations, USBBY holds 
its own biennial conference with a rich set of programs.  Most recently held in fall 2009 in the 
Chicago area, the 2011 conference will be held in Fresno, California, Oct. 21-23.  YALSA 
members interested in the challenges of developing international understanding among young 
people will find it interesting to watch as this program gets developed in detail in coming months 
on the USBBY website and perhaps planning to attend it. 
 
When my  term ends in December, YALSA will not have a seat on the USBBY board again  
until 2012—two of our three divisions serve in staggered two-year terms.  However, YALSA 
members do serve as officers and members of several committees.  It’s a very library and young 
adult friendly organization!  We can all find valuable material in its products and programs.  
Check it out! 
 

http://www.kidsshareworkshops.org/

