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Background:  In March 2009 the Board voted to provide financial support for 

YALSA’s Intellectual Freedom Committee Chair to attend the ALA 
Intellectual Freedom Spring Meeting.  A report is provided below. 

 
Action Required:   Information 
 

 
 
Introduction  

As chair of YALSA’s Intellectual Freedom Committee, I am liaison to ALA’s 
Intellectual Freedom Committee.   I attended the Spring ALA IFC Committee meeting in 
Chicago from Marcy 27th-March 29th. As the only practicing YA public librarian, I presented a 
unique perspective within the group.   With the ALA-IFC members, I spent the weekend in 
meetings mostly devoted to working on draft updates to the Intellectual Freedom Manual.   In 
addition, members were updated on the latest information from ALA’s Office for Intellectual 
Freedom.   
Updates from ALA’s Office for Intellectual Freedom 

• Privacy Revolution is in full swing with grant money from Open Society Institute.  
This is an initiative to inform librarians and the public at large about consumer 
privacy in the digital age.   

• The OIF staff has created a website, blog, and twitter feed dedicated to the 
campaign.  Armed with feedback from the Intellectual Freedom community at 
Midwinter, OIF is moving forward with the advertising campaign.  They are 
currently working with Chicago-based consultants with reconfigure the “Opt Me 
Out” tagline.  One strong suggestion for a replacement tagline was “I want the 
power to decide who sees what.”   

• May 1-7th 2010 is the week of National Conversation on Privacy’s National 
Event.  This will be a week similar to Banned Books Week: ALA will encourage 
libraries to hold events related to issues of privacy.  OIF is planning privacy 
toolkits for librarians.   

• A privacy position paper circulated at Midwinter will be posted to 
privacyrevolution.org soon.    

• A Privacy Bill of Rights is in the planning stages.  ALA IFC brainstormed ideas at 
the Spring Meeting and will follow up at Annual.  
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http://privacyrevolution.org/
http://www.privacyrevolution.org/index.php/blog/
http://twitter.com/privacyala
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• “Privacy in the Era of Change” will be a program at Annual 2009.  This IFC/COL 
program will be streamed live. 
 

Banned Books Week 
 The OIF also updated the group on Banned Books Week 2009.  The event will take place 
September 26th- October 3rd.  The BBW merchandise should be posted to the ALA store by May 
8th.  It includes t-shirts and 3 different buttons.  The t-shirt will have a quote from To Kill a 
Mockingbird.   At my suggestion, OIF is considering offering access to the button design 
template, so that librarians with button makers can print the design and use it in a program with 
young adults.   

The Banned Books Week Readout will take place in Chicago on September 26th to kick 
of the week.   The event will be scaled down compared to 2008, when 16 authors attended.  This 
year, approximately 6 authors will participate, including Lauren Myracle and Chris Crutcher. 

 
State Level Intellectual Freedom Issues Survey 
 OIF reviewed the findings of a recent survey of intellectual freedom from state divisions. 
Discoveries included: 

• Filtering and material challenges were the two most important issues 
• Only a third of respondents reported that they tracked challenges 
• Respondents reported many “near-challenges” 
•  Allies included  local ACLUs and teachers 
• Few identified organized group banning activities in their state 
• Division survey will result in links to state-level IF information from the OIF site. 

Legislation   
Deborah Caldwell-Stone updated the group on current proposed legislation, both federal 

and state, which affects intellectual freedom.  The following are highlights of particular interest 
to YALSA members: 

• Federal Legislation 
o Violent Video Game Warning Label Requirement:  “would require that video 

games rate “T” or older under the ESRB rating scheme include a label stating 
“WARNING: Excessive exposure to violent video games and other violent 
media has been linked to violent behavior.” 

o Amend CPSIA Act to exempt books from lead requirements: “Exempts 
ordinary books from the lead limitations and testing requirements of the 
Consumer Product Safety Improvement Act of 2008.” 

• State Legislation 
o California – SB 111: “Bill would require any social networking website to 

prevent any image of a use that is posted on the website from being copied or 
reproduced without the permission of the user…” 

o Illinois – HB 1312: “Provides that an owner of a social networking website 
must obtain and maintain in a database the written permission of the parent or 

 
-2-



YALSA Board of Directors – Annual 09 
Topic: IF Chair Report on ALA Spring Meeting 

 
-3-

guardian of each minor who is allowed access to the social networking 
website.” 

o Illinois – HB 3800: “Provides that it is a … felony for a child sex offender to 
knowingly be present in a library or to knowingly loiter within 500 feet of a 
library.” 

o Georgia – HB 41: “Provides that no public retirement system shall invest 
funds in companies producing songs using certain racist or obscene lyrics, 
including the words “nigger,” “whore,” or “bitch,” or variants of those 
words…” 

o  

Intellectual Freedom Manual Draft Revisions 
 The bulk of our time was spent reviewing and revising portions of the IF Manual.  The 
8th edition is scheduled for publication in 2010.  Specifically, we worked on Interpretations to the 
Library Bill of Rights: 

• Access to Digital Information, Services, and Networks   
• Importance of Education to Intellectual Freedom 
• Labels and Rating Systems 
• Minors and Internet Interactivity. 

All of the above Interpretations have particular meaning and present special challenges 
for young adult services. Access to Digital Information, Services and Networks is an 
Interpretation dedicated to ensuring all library patrons receive free and equal access to every 
digital aspect of library services.  ALA seeks to ensure that minors are not discriminated against 
because of their information needs.  The Importance of Education to Intellectual Freedom asserts 
that information literacy is an important component of a citizenship informed about First 
Amendment rights in the library setting.  With the majority of materials challenges directed at 
children and young adult materials, this has particular meaning for YALSA members.  Labeling 
and Rating Systems is an Interpretation that advises libraries do not use rating systems such as 
the ESRB or other rating systems to deny access.  Within all work regarding these 
Interpretations, I was able to make recommendations based on my background in YA services. 

I was able to work with other library professionals who specialize in service to minors on 
the Minors and Internet Interactivity draft during a breakout session.  My unique experience as a 
public YA librarian was valuable when editing this very important Interpretation.  The IFC hopes 
this new piece of literature will aid public and school librarians when they address their 
administration about filtering social networking sites.  This draft was approved as ready for 
comment.  The ALA-IFC will now send these drafts out for comment to division boards within 
ALA. 
Conclusion 
 The spring meeting was a productive one.  I felt there was reciprocity in information; I 
was able to learn much as I shared my experience, both in YALSA and in my current position.  I 
take away much information to share with the YALSA Board, the IF committee and YALSA at 
large, through email, blog, and wiki posts.  Although YALSA is the only division that has been 
sending a representative to the ALA-IFC Spring Meetings, I feel our presence there is welcome 
and warranted. 


