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Topic: 2010 and 2011 YALSA Road Trips  
 
Background: In the fall of 2008 the YALSA Road Trip was conceived, in 

response to the 2008 member survey, and as part of the 
Presidential theme “Engaging the YALSA Community.”  
Members had expressed the desire to be involved with YALSA in 
places other than the Midwinter Meeting and Annual Conference.  
About a dozen participating states have had their conferences so 
far, and preliminary results are positive.  The Board may want to 
consider continuing the Road Trip effort in future years, so long as 
it is tied to a specific goal or initiative that is a priority for 
YALSA. 

 
Action Required:  Discussion 
 

 
 
Proposal: 
Continue the Road Trip idea in 2010 and 2011 with a goal of having a presence at every 
ALA accredited graduate school of library and information science and at every state library 
legislative day.   
 
Rationale: 

• Advocacy is one of YALSA’s five goals in its strategic plan.  By focusing on state 
library legislative days, YALSA would ensure that issues relating to teen library 
services were being heard at the state level.  This could be especially important if the 
economic recession continues and states and their libraries face deeper cuts.   

• Membership recruitment & retention is one of YALSA’s five goals in its strategic 
plan.  By focusing on graduate schools, YALSA could recruit new student members 
as well as new members from higher education faculty.   

• The Road Trips provide a means for members who may not be able to travel to the 
ALA conferences to participate in YALSA.   

• The Road Trips offer a good return on investment.  The cost to implement the Road 
Trips is minimal.  Because the trips utilize local members, expenses are limited to the 
cost of creating and shipping materials.  In return, YALSA can gain new members 
and raise awareness in the library community about our products and services. 

 
Proposed Action: 
The Board approves the concept of continuing the YALSA Road Trip and decide which trip 
is a priority for 2010.   The Board may also want to consider establishing a member taskforce 
to help with implementation and/or directing an existing member group to do so. 


