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YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
ALA Annual Conference, Chicago 

July 9-15, 2009 
 
Topic: Magazine Selection Taskforce Final Report  
 
Background: At the 2008 Midwinter Meeting the Board voted to establish a 

taskforce to come up w/ guidelines for a magazine selected list.  
The taskforce has submitted a draft policy and procedures 
document below.   

 
Action Required:  Discussion 
 

 
 
Magnificent Magazines Draft Policy & Procedures 
Submitted by the Selected Magazines Taskforce 
Julie Bartel, Angela Carstensen, Andy Howe, Snow Wildsmith, Brooke Young 
8 June 2009 
 
Charge:  
To select three to six topics or themes and create annual annotated lists of recommended 
magazines for teen readers. 
 
Purpose of the List:  
The lists present magazines published in the past 15 months (September 1 to December 31 of 
the following year) that are recommended reading for teens aged twelve to eighteen.  For the 
purpose of the committee, magazines are defined as regularly published periodicals available 
to the general public via subscription or in bookstores or newsstands.  Recommended titles 
should be of interest to a wide variety of teens and reflect the diversity of teens served by 
YALSA members.   Standard selection criteria should be consistent with the Library Bill of 
Rights, with a focus on the diversity of the young adult audience.  Selected themes, topics, 
and titles have a secondary purpose as a collection development aid.  
 
Audience:  
Young adults, ages twelve to eighteen and the librarians who serve them.  
 
The Committee: 
The Magnificent Magazines Committee consists of ten members and one Chair.  Committee 
members must belong to YALSA and should include a mix of public and school librarians.  
Members are appointed by the YALSA Vice-President/President-Elect for a two-year term 
starting immediately after the conclusion of one Midwinter Meeting and ending at the 
conclusion of Midwinter two years later.  Each committee will participate in the creation of 
two sets of lists.  A YALSA Board member serves as a liaison to the committee to handle 
questions from the Chair regarding procedure, personnel, and the eligibility of titles.  If the 
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Chair desires, an administrative assistant may be appointed by the Vice-President/President-
Elect of YALSA, in consultation with the Commitee Chair.  The administrative assistant 
assists the Chair in duties that may include maintaining the nominations' database, tabulating 
votes, and other such duties as assigned by the Chair.  The administrative assistant is a non-
voting member of the committee, and must also be a YALSA member.  The Chair and/or 
administrative assistant only will contact publishers to obtain copies of nominated titles for 
all committee members.  
 
Relationship with Publishers:  
Committee members should not solicit publishers for free and personal copies of magazines.  
If members are offered or receive unsolicited copies of magazines from a publisher, however, 
they may be accepted.  Committee members should not solicit publishers for favors, 
invitations, etc.  If members receive these they will use their own judgment in accepting.  
Publishers understand that such acceptance in no way influences members' actions or 
selections.  
 
Member Responsibilities: 
By accepting appointment to this committee, each member assumes responsibility for 
reading, evaluating and nominating the magazines submitted for consideration in any year; 
attending the scheduled meetings at both the Annual and Midwinter ALA Conferences; and 
actively participating in the work of the committee, including electronic correspondence 
between meetings, plus any specific duties are assigned by the Chair. Committee members 
are encouraged to solicit the opinions of teens and fellow librarians on titles being considered 
for nomination.  
 
Chair Responsibilities:  
One member of the committee will be appointed by the YALSA Vice President/President-
Elect to serve as Chair for a two-year term.  The Chair presides at all committee 
meetings;manages an electronic discussion list created by ALA at the request of the YALSA 
Program Officer; has sole responsibility for publisher contact and is a voting member of the 
committee with all the rights and responsibilities of the other members. The primary 
responsibility of the Chair is facilitator of the Committee’s charge, including all business 
matters such as notification of times and locations of meetings, preparation of an agenda and 
list of nominated titles. The Chair should only discuss a title after other committee members 
have had an opportunity to speak, so as not to unduly influence the decision. The Chair 
works closely with the YALSA office. 
 
Committee Organization:  
The first order of Committee business will be determining the number of lists it will produce 
and selecting the topics or themes to be considered (no less than three, no more than six.)  
The Committee may operate as a committee of the whole, collectively discussing as many as 
six topics and producing an equal number of lists, or, if it chooses to address more than one, 
it may wish to subdivide so that each of its subcommittees deals with only one topic or theme 
(again, there may be no more than six subcommittees) and produces its own list (of 
appropriate length) of recommended magazines.  
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Selection Criteria:  
To be selected for a list, magazines must meet the following criteria:  
1. Titles must be in print.  
2. Both young adult and adult titles with strong teen appeal should be considered.   
3. Popularity and quality should both be considered.  
4. A title which has appeared on a previous Magnificent Magazines list can be selected for 
another appropriate list at any time.  However, diversity of topics, themes, and titles should 
be an ongoing consideration for the committee.  
5. Each committee will have the latitude to select its own topics (this will ensure the 
inclusion of timely topics, currently fashionable subjects, and fads) but as a matter of course 
certain perennially popular genres, topics or themes should be considered.  Some examples 
are sports and gaming, fashion, music, science, news and current events, and multicultural.  
6. Titles are included based on an examination of multiple issues within the specified time 
frame and reflect a general recommendation of the title, not of a specific issue.  
7. There is no minimum number of titles required per list, but no list shall include more than 
15 titles. 
8. Standard selection criteria consistent with the ALA Library Bill of Rights shall be applied.  
9. Librarianship focuses on individuals, in all their diversity, and that focus is a fundamental 
value of the Young Adult Library Services Association and its members.  Diversity is, thus, 
honored in the Association and in the collections and services that libraries provide to young 
adults.  
10. Nominations from authors or publishers for their own titles are not eligible for the list.  
 
Eligibility Criteria:  
1. Both young adult, and adult titles with strong teen appeal, should be considered.  
2. Issues to be considered must have been published during the assigned time period.  
3. Nominations should be based on an examination of as many issues of a title as possible, 
not on a single issue.     
4. Nominations may be accepted from the field but must be seconded by a committee 
member.  
5. Though magazines need not be published in the United States, they must be widely 
available for purchase in the U.S. at the time of consideration.  
 
Suggested Selection Procedures:  
1. Immediately following Midwinter meeting, members will engage in electronic discussion 
to determine the number of lists and topics they wish to focus on, taking into account 
previous lists and the committee charge.  The committee will also decide whether to work on 
all lists as a group or to break into subcommittees by topic and will agree to appropriate 
measures and deadlines as dictated by their agreed upon structure.  
2. Members should begin reading and evaluating titles as soon as the the topics are voted on. 
3. Available titles can be located by browsing bookstores and libraries.  
4. Publishers may be contacted directly by the chair alone to request review copies for 
committee members. 
5. Committee members are expected to familiarize themselves with all nominated titles to 
ensure a productive discussion at Annual.  
6. Discussion meetings at the Annual Conference will be scheduled by the Chair  
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7. The period from Annual to Midwinter will be used by the Committee members for further 
reading and evaluation.  
8. Discussion meetings will be scheduled for Midwinter by the Chair. 
9. The final lists will be assembled by the appropriate deadline during Midwinter meetings, 
as directed by the YALSA office. 
 
Meeting Procedures  
Voting Process:  
The voting process to determine number of lists, selected topics, and final included titles 
shall be agreed upon by the committee, led by the Chair.  
 
Observers: 
Committee meetings are open to all registered conference attendees and comments from 
observers are welcome, when recognized by the Chair.  The Chair reserves the right to cut 
short the discussion if necessary.  Publishers’ representatives are requested to refrain from 
participating in discussion or asking for comments about their own titles.    
 
Annotations:  
After titles have been selected, the Committee will prepare a lists with necessary 
bibliographic information and brief annotations which should be written in a style that will 
capture the interest of the target audience.  Annotations should also reflect content, to address 
interests of selectors.  YALSA's "Procedures for Writing and Publishing Annotations and 
Bibliographies" should be used for guidance.  The Committee Chair will be responsible for 
editing the final lists and ensuring their availability to YALSA staff in hard copy and 
electronic form no later than the final day of each Midwinter Meeting.  
 
Availability of Lists for General Distribution:  
The list of nominations will be updated monthly and the cumulative list will be available 
electronically on the YALSA website, the YALSA-BK listserv, and other appropriate 
listservs.  The final list of nominations will be available at least one month prior to the 
Midwinter meeting where they will be voted on. The final list, with annotations written by 
the committee, will be due in the YALSA Office before the end of the Midwinter Meeting.  
The final list of selected titles will be available, as a press release, from the ALA Public 
Information Office the morning following the committee’s last meeting.  The press release 
will be posted on the YALSA website, YALSA-BK, and other appropriate listservs.   
 
 


