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Item #2 
YALSA Board of Directors Meeting 
ALA Annual Conference, Chicago 

July 9-15, 2009 
 
Topic: Resolutions  
 
Background: Resolutions have been written for the four outgoing elected Board 

members: Christine Allen, Paula Brehm-Heeger, Erin Helmrich 
and Kim Patton in honor of their contribution to YALSA and the 
Board.  Resolutions have also been written for Audra Caplan and 
Terri Kirk who are both at the end of their terms as 
representatives of YALSA on BARC and the ALA Executive 
Board.  Ruth Cox Clark and Sandra Payne also have resolutions 
recognizing their contributions. 

 
Action Required:  Consent 
 

 
Resolution for Christine Allen  
 
Whereas Christine Allen has given the membership of the Young Adult Library Services 
Association thoughtful and conscientious representation as YALSA’s Councilor, from 2005 
through 2009; 
 
And whereas Christine Allen can be relied upon to ask the difficult questions when 
YALSA’s Board discussions require articulation of same; 
 
And whereas Christine Allen brings her respect and appreciation for both teens and those 
who work with teens on a daily basis to every subject relevant to providing excellent service 
to YALSA’s membership; 
 
And whereas Christine Allen shares the perspective of a school librarian which is unique to 
the YALSA Board during her time of service as Councilor; 
 
And whereas Christine Allen volunteered to increase her term of service as Division 
Councilor in order to help YALSA to better balance the rotation of candidates on the slate for 
Board elections; 
 
And whereas Christine Allen used her diplomacy and tact to help ALA Council to understand 
that YALSA has not invested its support in upholding the anti-gay agenda of an outside 
agency as the issue of the Boy Scouts of America evolved and devolved in Council 
discussions during her term; 
 
And whereas Christine Allen volunteers her time to association business in spite of 
decreasing support from her California day job; 
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And whereas Christine Allen faithfully has attended 7 am Council sessions twice a year, 
usually in conference cities where the time difference between the conference city and her 
own place of residence on the West Coast sets the meeting even hours earlier by her 
biological clock; 
 
And whereas Christine Allen sports the funkiest, largest collection of bracelets and rings ever 
seen in the YALSA Board room; 
 
And whereas Christine Allen has a collection of wonderful and exciting stories to tell about a 
past in which she traveled widely and daringly and even dived off highly placed rocks; 
 
And whereas such activities clearly prepared her for the challenges of YALSA Board service 
during a time of association growth, economic changes in society and diversifying 
generational expectations; 
 
Therefore be it resolved on this day July 14, 2009, that the YALSA Board of Directors, 
commend her for her years of selfless work for YALSA and ALA and thank her for making 
libraries around the country better for teens and wish her all the best for the future. 
 
Resolution for Paula Brehm-Heeger 
Whereas Paula Brehm-Heeger has competently represented YALSA members as their 
President and served on the Executive Committee for three years; 
 
And whereas under her leadership the YALSA Presidential Citation was created; 
 
And whereas under her leadership the YALSA/LLAMA Teen Space Guidelines Taskforce 
was established so that teens everywhere will eventually have dedicated library spaces 
designed with actual teens in mind; 
 
And whereas under her stewardship the first Odyssey Award was presented; 
 
And whereas Paula traveled to Washington, D.C. to represent YALSA at an ALA meeting 
and was the voice of reason, garnering her even more respect in the ALA community; 
 
And whereas Paula traveled to Portugal to spread the word about YALSA and teen services; 
 
And whereas Paula visited Seattle to represent YALSA at a media event for Teen Read Week 
and even fielded calls from the media from her hotel room; 
 
And whereas Paula steered the Board and membership through the development of a new 
Strategic Plan; 
 
And whereas Paula led the effort to create more opportunities for Past Presidents to stay 
active in the association, including the establishment of the Leadership Endowment;  
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And whereas Paula suffered illness at nearly every conference, yet soldiered on even as she 
lost her voice; 
 
And whereas Paula has consistently been tactful but firm as well as friendly but fair in all 
member relations; 
 
And whereas Paula has confidently led the YALSA Board through many lively meetings, 
daring to ask the hard questions; 
 
And whereas Paula has “led the way” for YALSA; 
 
Therefore be it resolved on this day of July 14, 2009, that the YALSA Board of Directors 
commend her for her years of selfless work for YALSA and ALA and thank her for making 
libraries around the country better for teens and wish her all the best for the future. 
 
Resolution for Audra Caplan 
 
Whereas, Audra Caplan is renowned for being a life-long advocate for teens and YALSA; 
 
And whereas Audra Caplan has been an effective representative and supporter for teens and 
YALSA as a member of ALA’s Budget Analysis and Review Committee (BARC); 
 
And whereas Audra Caplan worked tirelessly to ensure that the Division’s financial interests 
are well served during her term as member of BARC; 
 
And whereas Audra Caplan provided excellent fiscal leadership during her term as member 
of BARC; 
 
And whereas Audra Caplan was diligent in ensuring that the financial health for the both the 
Divisions and ALA remains strong; 
 
And whereas Audra Caplan is recognized for her dedication and commitment to excellent 
teen services and resources; 
 
And whereas Audra Caplan is instrumental in ensuring that the voices of youth advocates are 
heard during fiscal discussions; 
 
And whereas Audra Caplan has been a most reliable and articulate representative for YALSA 
as a member of BARC; 
 
And whereas Audra Caplan has deftly juggled the responsibility of both her job and ALA 
commitments; 
 
And whereas Audra Caplan has generously served as a mentor and example for newer 
YALSA members; 
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And whereas, the YALSA Board of Directors congratulates Audra Caplan on her recent 
election as President-Elect of the Public Library Association; 
 
Therefore be it resolved on this day of July 14, 2009, that the YALSA Board of Directors 
expresses gratitude and appreciation, and heartily commends Audra Caplan for her 
dedication and loyalty to YALSA and ALA and wishes her the best of luck in future 
endeavors. 
 
Resolution for Ruth Cox Clark 
 
Whereas Ruth Cox Clark has demonstrated her devotion to teens and teen library services 
through her participation in many YALSA Committees over the past 20 years (and counting); 
 
And whereas Ruth Cox Clark has given her time and talents to many YALSA Committees, 
including the Intellectual Freedom Committee, the Printz Award Committee and the 
Margaret Edwards Award Committee; 
 
And whereas Ruth Cox Clark has also served ably on many ALA Committees, including the 
Newbery Award Committee and the AASL Intellectual Freedom Committee; 
 
And whereas Ruth Cox Clark has been a long time supporter of teens’ First Amendment 
rights and shared her passion through her many presentations, workshops and publications; 
 
And whereas Ruth has been honored for her achievements in championing the intellectual 
freedom rights of students by several awards; 
 
And whereas Ruth Cox Clark capably represented the school library perspective on the 
YALSA Board of Directors; 
 
And whereas Ruth Cox Clark has integrity and is willing to stand-up for the things she 
values; 
 
And whereas Ruth Cox Clark had the unique opportunity to work as the school librarian at 
Sarah Palin’s high school when she was a student there; 
 
And whereas Ruth Cox Clark has attended 20 years’ worth of ALA conferences in sickness 
and in health; 
 
Therefore be it resolved on this day of July 14th, 2009, that the YALSA Board of Directors 
commend her work and express sincere gratitude for her service to YALSA, ALA and young 
adults and wishes her best of luck in her future endeavors. 
 
 
Resolution for Erin Helmrich 
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Whereas Erin Helmrich has represented YALSA members as a Director on YALSA’s Board 
of Directors for three years; 
 
And Whereas Erin has worked with a variety of process and selection committees including 
the Alex Awards, Division and Membership Promotion and Quick Picks for Reluctant Young 
Adult Readers, as a thoughtful and earnest Board Liaison; 
 
And Whereas Erin put great effort into tackling the challenge of assessing Committee Chair 
training as part of a Board subcommittee charged with the challenging task of developing survey 
questions for past and current chairs to find out what type of knowledge, resources and training 
the chairs need; 
 
And Whereas Erin served as the Chair of the Division and Membership Committee while also 
serving as a member of the Board of Directors and also planned a memorable YALSA 101 at the 
Annual 2007 conference;  
 
And Whereas Erin delivered one of the most memorable but not-to-be repeated statements ever 
uttered about working at the YALSA Booth on the Exhibit floor while hosting YALSA 101 in 
2007; 
 
And Whereas Erin contributed her significant knowledge on technology and gaming and helped 
to keep YALSA on the cutting edge of these emerging trends during her time on the Board of 
Directors; 
 
And Whereas Erin used her good humor, knowledge and common sense to keep Board 
meetings lively, focused and productive;  
 
And Whereas Erin volunteered her time and energy to help with many Board subcommittees 
and projects; 
 
Therefore be it resolved on this day of July 14, 2009, that the YALSA Board of Directors 
commend her for her years of selfless work for YALSA and ALA and thank her for making 
libraries around the country better for teens and wish her all the best for the future. 
 
 
 
 
Resolution for Terri Kirk 
 
Whereas Terri Kirk has been an exemplary representative for teens and YALSA while 
serving on the ALA Executive Board; 
 
And whereas Terri Kirk has been a strong advocate for teens and YALSA in her liaison role; 
 
And whereas Terri Kirk has demonstrated strong leadership on the ALA Executive Board 
during her term; 
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And whereas Terri Kirk has demonstrated excellent listening and synthesizing skills when 
assessing the needs of YALSA and teens; 
 
And whereas Terri Kirk has been a strong supporter for youth initiatives; 
 
And whereas Terri Kirk has been instrumental in ensuring that concerns regarding teens and 
YALSA are included in ALA Executive Board discussions; 
 
And whereas Terri Kirk has demonstrated outstanding competence and strength when 
advocating for teens and YALSA; 
 
And whereas Terri Kirk has excelled in communicating with her calm and professional 
demeanor; 
 
And whereas Terri Kirk has served as a shining example through all by exhibiting strength, 
determination and humor through challenging times; 
 
And whereas Terri Kirk, despite all of her many responsibilities, still manages to read over 
200 books a year; 
 
Therefore be it resolved on this day July 14. 2009, that the YALSA Board of Directors 
expresses gratitude and appreciation, and heartily commends Terri Kirk for her dedication 
and loyalty to YALSA and ALA and wishes her the best of luck in future endeavors. 
 
Resolution for Kim Patton  
 
Whereas Kim Patton has served as a hard-working and energetic YALSA Board member 
while at the same time obtaining not one, but two, graduate degrees; 
 
And whereas Kim chaired the Professional Development Committee and took on a lot of 
tasks for that group while serving on the Board; 
 
And whereas Kim Patton continued to serve as an active member of the YALSA Board at the 
same time she acclimated to a brand new job; 
 
And whereas Kim Patton was ready and willing to work not only to promote YALSA, teens 
and libraries, but also wrestling as a member of YALSA’s WrestleMania Reading Challenge 
Jury; 
 
And whereas Kim Patton modeled active participation in the association by taking on the task 
of establishing and launching YALSA’s Summer Reading Interest Group; 
 
And whereas Kim Patton was gracious enough to stand in for YALSA’s President-Elect in 
2007 and travel to Chicago for a day of training; 
 
And whereas Kim Patton knows some of the funniest people to follow on Twitter; 
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And whereas Kim was ever cheerful, always calm, but was never afraid to voice her opinion 
at meetings; 
 
And whereas Kim's quiet leadership often meant she brought forward just the right idea at the 
right time to help the Board think through tough issues; 
 
And whereas Kim Patton is ready to step into a new role as YALSA President-Elect and help 
continue to move the Division forward while at the same time serving librarians and teens 
throughout the country; 
 
Therefore be it resolved on this day of July 14, 2009, that the YALSA Board of Directors 
commend her for her years of selfless work for YALSA and ALA and thank her for making 
libraries around the country better for teens and wish her all the best for the future. 
 
Resolution for Sandra Payne 
 
Whereas Sandra Payne has demonstrated her devotion to teens and teen library services 
through her participation in more than a dozen YALSA Committees over the past 21 years 
(and counting); 
 
And whereas Sandra Payne took on YALSA leadership positions including Chairpersonship 
of the Partnerships Advocating for Teens Committee, serving as co-convener of the Serving 
Teens in Large Urban Populations Interest Group, and serving as a member of the Division’s 
Board of Directors; 
 
And whereas Sandra Payne has served ably on ALA Committees, including the Social 
Responsibilities Round Table Jury and Coretta Scott King Award; 
 
And whereas Sandra Payne has been a long time supporter of teen reading through her work 
at the New York Public Library, including editing Books for the Teen Age and Celebrating 
the Dream; 
 
And whereas Sandra Payne regularly finds opportunities to connect colleagues with each 
other, publishers, authors and illustrators; 
 
And whereas Sandra Payne has acted as a mentor to both new and seasoned librarians; 
 
And whereas Sandra Payne has integrity and is willing to stand-up for the things she values; 
 
And whereas Sandra Payne braved the cold New York winter to stand outside of the Today 
Show studio to promote the Michael L. Printz award; 
 
And whereas Sandra Payne is a talented artist and librarian with creative flair, a signature 
style, and fabulous jewelry; 
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Therefore be it resolved on this day of July 14th, 2009, that the YALSA Board of Directors 
commend her work and express sincere gratitude for her service to YALSA, ALA and young 
adults and wishes her best of luck in her future endeavors. 
 
 
 


