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Background: In August 2007 the Board voted to provide financial support for 

YALSA’s Intellectual Freedom Committee Chair to attend the ALA 
Intellectual Freedom Spring Meeting.  A report is provided below. 

 
Action Required:  Information 
 

 
ALA Intellectual Freedom (IF) Spring Meeting 
March, 2008 
Chicago 
 
As the chair of YALSA’s IF committee, I am a part of the ALA IF Committee. The Spring 
meeting is a Friday-Sunday affair and held at the ALA offices. On Friday, we had a four hour 
workshop on Ethics with ALA’s Ethics committee. We used the ethics workshop by the Global 
Ethics Institute. This was a very good ethics class. It dealt with ethical dilemmas we find in the 
workplace and how we make our choices between two rights instead of being a choice between a 
right and wrong. ALA is considering rolling this workshop out to the divisions. I highly 
recommend considering it if YALSA is offered it. I can imagine it would be even more 
beneficial if it was directed with specifics to teen librarians and not just librarianship in general.  
 
On Friday after the ethics training, we covered Banned Books Week and were the focus group 
for the artwork. The artwork was changed a bit to our specifications. The rest of the Friday and 
Saturday meeting was working through the Intellectual Freedom manual updates. We worked in 
small groups and as a whole. We finished several updates that will be passed around to the 
divisions and Council at Annual. We decided that graphic novels should not be in its own section 
in the manual. After discussing issues with other graphic novel librarians it was decided to 
expand the information in the manual on internal staff challenges.  
 
Sunday was the finishing up of the agenda with the legislation update and a lengthy discussion 
about what has been going on in Lindsay, CA. At that point, the only part of the child 
pornography hoopla that was known was the side of the fired employee. We offered advice to the 
staff member of the County library system that was present. 
 
I think it was a very valuable weekend. YALSA should continue to send representatives to this 
as I was the only practicing teen (or even youth) services librarian in the room. Since teen 
services gets a huge amount of attacks on the IF front, it is imperative that we have a voice in 
these meetings. 
 
Respectfully Submitted by Kristin Fletcher-Spear 
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