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Topic:   Request for Board Action: BBYA 
 
Background: At the February 2008 Board Meeting the Board discussed the 

recommendations from the Selected Lists Taskforce and briefly 
touched on the issue of BBYA and their increasing workload due to 
the increased number of YA books that are being published every 
year.  The Board voted to table the BBYA issue until more input 
could be gathered from BBYA chairs and members.  Nick Buron has 
submitted a request for Board action meant to address this concern. 

 
Action Required:  Action 
 
 
NAME = Nick Buron  
 
REQUEST = Change the Policy and Procedure for Best Books for Young Adults, specifically, 
the Charge and Purpose of the List. The current charge states: 
 
“To select from the year’s publications, significant adult and young adult books; to annotate the 
selected titles.” 
 
 The proposed change: 
 
“To select from the year’s Young Adult publications; to annotate the selected titles.” 
 
 RATIONALE =  Limiting nominations to titles that are published and marketed to Young 
Adults only.  This would eliminate adult titles, which can still be evaluated on the Alex Award 
list and Outstanding Books for the College Bound.  Children’s titles can still be nominated if 
they can be recommended to the younger range of YA, defined as 12-18 years old. 
 
 Change in Purpose of the List 
 
The second paragraph of the Purpose of the List reads as follows: 
 
It is a general list of fiction and nonfiction titles selected for their proven or potential appeal to 
the personal reading taste of the young adult. 
 
The proposed change: 
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It is a general list of fiction titles (not including graphic novels) selected for their proven or 
potential appeal to the personal reading taste of the young adult. 
 
Rationale:        As non-fiction and graphic novels are evaluated in their own rite on two other 
committees (Great Graphic Novels for Teens and YALSA Award for Excellence in Non-Fiction 
for YA [to be instituted in 2010]), they could be eliminated to increase the percentage of fiction 
titles published, which are not evaluated, in the same way, on other committees. 
 
Other changes that would be needed if above is approved: 
 
Sixth paragraph of Purpose of the List would be eliminated:  
Nonfiction should have an appealing format and a readable text.  
Michael L. Printz Award titles:  
Addition of the following to the text:  
In June of 2002, the YALSA Board voted to include all Michael L. Printz award titles, including 
Honor titles, on the Best Book for Young Adult Committee final list of selected titles for their 
respective year when those titles met the purpose of the Best Book list.  
 
OTHER = With the filed of YA literature growing so large over the past few years, BBYA 
committee chairs and committee members have noted that the number of nominated titles is not 
reflecting the increase in titles written for young adults.  In order to evaluate a greater percentage 
of titles published for the teen market, the changes outlined in the Rationale for request should be 
adopted.  


