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ALA Annual Conference, Anaheim 
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Topic: Request for Board Action: Printz  
 
Background: For the 2008 Midwinter Meeting Lynn Rutan submitted a request for 

Board action for the Board’s consideration.  The action was to delete 
this statement from the policies and procedures of the committee: 
“The book should be self-contained, not dependent on other media for 
its meaning or pleasure.  The book should not be considered in terms 
of other works by the author but as complete in itself.”  The Board 
did not vote in favor of making this change.  At the time the Board 
affirmed the importance of leaving the policies broad enough to allow 
each committee to interpret them on their own.   

 
Action Required:   Action 
 

 
NAME = Lynn Rutan, Cindy Dobrez, Mary Arnold  
 
INSTITUTION = Printz Chairs, 2008, 2007, 2009  
 
REQUEST = We are requesting a revision of the Policies and Procedures and the Chairman’s 
handbook of the Michael L. Printz Award to delete a phrase and better reflect the original intent 
of the task force.  The current language in the Criteria section is:  “The book should be self-
contained, not dependent on other media for its meaning or pleasure.  The book should not be 
considered in terms of other works by the author but as complete in itself.”  After discussion with 
Task Force Chairman, Michael Cart and much thought, we are proposing that this section be 
deleted.  
 
RATIONALE = This request was denied in January and we are requesting that the Board 
consider our proposal for a second time.  It was explained to us that the request was denied 
because the request was interpreted as our attempt to mandate that sequels must be considered 
for the award.  This was definitely NOT our intention nor is it the intention of the change.  We 
firmly believe that the issue of sequel consideration remain with each Printz committee to decide 
for themselves.  The change is purely to clarify language that has been interpreted as precluding 
sequels when the phrase was inserted for an entirely different reason. 
 
Printz committees have often interpreted this phrase as meaning that sequels should not be 
considered by the committee or that the book is required to stand-alone.  As Printz committee 
chairs, we sought to understand the original intent of the Task Force and asked Michael Cart for 
clarification.  He stated that the original intent was not to define literary merit too strictly or to 
confine the committee by too many limitations.  The sentence, “The book should be self-
contained, not dependent on other media for its meaning or pleasure,” was modeled on the 
Newbery handbook which reads, “The book should not be dependent on other media (i.e. sound 
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or film equipment for its enjoyment.”  In other words, the book should not rely on a video or an 
audio for its enjoyment.  The Task Force decided to modify the phrase to avoid technological 
obsolescence and it was never meant to address the issue of sequels.  Since technology continues 
to evolve rapidly as does publishing, we suggest eliminating this sentence. 
 
The second sentence in the section, “The book should not be considered in terms of other works 
by the author but as complete in itself,” was also not intended to address sequels but rather that 
the book should be considered on its individual merit and not in the context of other books in the 
body of an established author’s work.   
 
We feel eliminating this section will reduce future confusion and allow each successive 
committee to come to its own conclusions on the sequel and sseries issue.  We understand that 
this may mean that each committee’s philosophy may differ.  This change is meant to take out a 
phrase that was intended to deal with electronic media only and reduce confusion. 
 
We would be very happy to provide further information or clarification if the issue is still 
unclear.  Mary Arnold, current Printz chair, is joining us is submitting this second request. 
 
OTHER = The Printz Award is growing in stature and recognition, which reflects on YALSA.  
Allowing the committees to function as smoothly as possible is very important.  Clarifying the 
language of the charge will eliminate unnecessary confusion and allow each committee to 
develop their philosophy and focus on selecting the best book of the year.  
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