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Topic:   Publications Committee Report 
 
Background: YALSA has two publications out this FY: Sizzling Summer Reading 

Programs, 2nd ed. (released Jan. 06) and More Outstanding Books for 
the College Bound (released Oct. 05).  Since this is an area for 
potential revenue growth, it is important for YALSA leaders to ensure 
that a comprehensive plan is in place to maximize opportunities.  Julie 
Bartel, chair of the Publications Committee, has submitted a report 
for review.   Also included is a table developed by staff that shows 
existing YALSA publications and a recommended timeline for 
updating them. 

 
Action Required:  Information Only 
 
 

YALSA Publications Committee 
Post-Midwinter 2006 Report 

 
Major Projects Completed June 2005 – January 2006 
 

• YALSA Author Breakfast and Signing Proposal  
 

The proposal for an Author Breakfast and Signing was drafted by Laura and refined by the 
committee during our Midwinter meeting.  The final proposal was submitted to Beth and 
subsequently accepted.  Julie B. will work with Nichole to find an appropriate day to schedule 
the event (which will be held annually, beginning at Annual 2007.)   The committee will 
continue to provide input and ideas as needed.  (The proposal as it was submitted is attached.) 
 

• Incentives for YALSA Authors Proposal 
 
The proposal for implementing various incentives for YALSA authors was drafted by Mina and 
refined by the committee during our Midwinter meeting.  The final proposal was submitted to 
Beth.  Julie B. will monitor progress of the various incentives over the next six months and the 
committee will continue to provide input and ideas as needed.  (The proposal as it was submitted 
is attached.) 
 

• YALSA Author Award 
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After much debate, refinement, and discussion, the proposal for a YALSA Author Award was 
submitted to Beth by Julie B.  In discussing the idea further, it was decided that we would change 
the focus from articles published in YALS and YAttitudes to original research papers (which 
could later be published in YALSA.)  Julie B. and the committee will work with the YALSA 
Research Committee to further refine the idea, and a formal proposal to the YALSA Board will 
be submitted at Annual 2006. 
 
Priority Projects and Ideas, January 2006-June 2006 
 

• Follow through on all the projects that were "completed" between June 2005 and 
January 2006. 

 
Julie will work with Beth and the rest of the Publications Committee to ensure that all the 
projects noted in the previous section move forward. 
 

• Update the Publications section of the YALSA website. 
 
Julie will submit the requested changes to Nichole and the entire committee will work with her to 
improve information and navigation.   

 
• 50 Best Programs for Teens (book to be—hopefully—published in conjunction with 

YALSA’s 50th anniversary celebration in 2007.) 
 
Julie and Beth will work on finding an author or editor for this project.  Beth has asked the 
YALSA Board for recommendations. 
 

• Best of yalsa-bk (book to be edited by Julie B.) 
 

A collection of compilation booklists from yalsa-bk.  Formal proposal to be submitted by Julie 
B. with input from Beth. 

 
• A compilation of booklists, probably from Popular Paperbacks & Quick Picks.  (ALA 

Editions is interested.)  And/or a compilation of booklists from the yalsa-bk list (could be 
done yearly?)  Julie Bartel is interested in editing.  

 
A compilation of booklists similar to Outstanding books for the College Bound but focusing on 
Popular Paperbacks & Quick Picks will be created.  The publication will be updated every five 
years and we want this available in 2007, if at all possible.  ALA Editions is interested.  Project 
needs an editor (?) since Julie Bartel is not interested in editing.  The booklist compilation from 
yalsa-bk is a separate project and a proposal for that is forthcoming. 
 
   

• Awards publication that combines information on the Printz, Edwards, and Alex Awards, 
and/or a toolkit for a mock Printz election.  (Beth reports that Booklist might be 
interested in doing a publication on Printz with YALSA.)  Other suggestions for 
publicizing and utilizing YALSA awards include publishing the diary of an Alex 
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Committee member (either as a book, an article or both) which would cover what it takes 
to be on the committee, what the process is like, etc. (which could also be done for Printz 
Award); an journal interview with Betty Carter (who speaks and writes eloquently about 
the intentions of this committee); and annotated lists of the winners.  The committee 
needs to narrow down the ideas and focus on the strongest ones. 

 
We will focus on getting a toolkit for a mock Printz election published asap.  The first step is to 
find someone who has been on the committee and has also conducted a mock Printz in their own 
library to write/edit. 
 
We will also work with the Communications Committee to create an online blog (or something 
similar) by a member of the Alex committee. 
 
In the near future we will look at a publication with information on all three awards (Printz, 
Edwards, and Alex) as well as follow up with Booklist about a possible Printz publication of 
some sort. 
 

• An online database of resources from all of YALSA's lists and awards that is fully 
searchable and includes annotations.  ALA Editions might be interested but would need 
to do some market research. 
  

The first step for the committee is to determine whether or not this project needs an editor, ie 
whether information is current or needs to be updated or added to.  Beth will talk with ALA 
Editions and see if they are interested and if so, what needs to happen next (since this is not a 
print project.)  We may turn this project over to the Web Committee if it seems appropriate after 
we have more information. 
 

• The Audiobooks Committee is interested in exploring the idea of a publication 
highlighting the last 10 years of the committee's work.  Julie Scordata (Audiobooks 
Committee liaison) will work with them to flesh out the idea and put a proposal together. 
UPDATE: The Audiobooks Committee is preparing this and hopes to have something 
ready for their preconference at Annual 2006. 

 
The Audiobooks committee has created a list or document to be used in conjunction with their 
2006 preconference at Annual.  At this point it's unclear what kind of a publication they have or 
want.  If it is something just for the preconference then they can submit to Beth by 1 March to 
have ready for June.  If it is a publication for broader distribution, Beth would like them to 
consider using Outstanding Books for the College Bound as a model and partnering with the 
DVD selection committee to do non-print media compilation.  Beth notes that if a publication is 
geared towards both teens and librarians it has a much larger sales potential; if only librarians 
then the cost to produce may be prohibitive.  Julie will follow up with the committee to 
determine the nature of their publication. 

 
• Notecards etc. using artwork from popular YA fiction and possibly Printz winners (like 

products produced by Peaceable Kingdom Press.)     
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Beth will talk to Jana Fine about this idea (since we think it was her idea in the beginning.)  In 
the meantime, the committee should narrow down the possibilities: we could have cards for 
various anniversaries like Alex's 5th anniversary, the Edwards 20th is in 2008, and the Printz 10 
year is in 2009.  We could also do covers for BBYA or TTT or something in conjunction with 
YALSA's 50th (for the 50 YA authors, or 50 noteable YA books etc.)  Beth will talk to ALA 
Graphics to gauge interest, but thinks this is feasible and could debut at 2007 for YALSA's 50th, 
if not sooner.   
 

• Create an Authors' Bureau for those interested in speaking engagements and spread the 
word that they are available for appearances.  Create a central location for information 
on YALSA author’s including bio and contact information.  (See the RUSA page at 
https://cs.ala.org/speakers/ for an excellent example.) 

 
Julie will work on this with Beth and Nichole. 
 
 

• Create a list of all past authors for YALS, YAttitudes, VOYA, SLJ, LMC, and Knowledge 
Quest for use by the committee and by the editors of YALS and YAttitudes.  

 
Julie has completed YAttitudes and YALS and Mina has completed VOYA and SLJ.  Laura will 
work on LMC and CD will work on Knowledge Quest.  Julie will compile the finished list and 
send to Pam, Beth, Valerie, and Amy. 
 

• Refine proposal for Annual 2007 session “50 Tips for Publishing with YALSA” 
 
The committee’s proposal was submitted at Midwinter and accepted.  The entire committee will 
work on refining the proposal, organizing the session, contacting speakers, etc. 
 
Ongoing Projects and Ideas 
 
American Libraries 
--  Over twenty potential authors were contacted by the Publications Committee and encouraged 
to submit to AL in 2006.  The editorial calendar and submission guidelines were also sent to 
various teen services email lists.  Some members of the Publications Committee also expressed 
interest in writing for AL.  Encouraging AL submissions is an ongoing project of the committee.     
 
Monitoring listservs 
--The Publications Committee actively monitors publications to make sure that a YALSA point 
of view is included (even if it is just in the form of a follow-up letter to the editor.)  Publishing 
opportunities are sent to the yalsa-l list and other lists as appropriate (ie yaac, gnlib, tags-l, etc,)  
These lists are also monitored by the committee to generate publication ideas and 
author/editor/contributor contacts. 
 
Generating article and book topic ideas 
--In addition to working with their assigned liaison committees and monitoring listservs, 
Publications Committee members will continue to generate and collect potential article and book 



YALSA Board of Directors – Annual 2006 

ideas.  All ideas will be passed on to Pam and Beth, as well as to the appropriate editor (Valerie 
or Amy) in a timely manner. 
 
Ideas Collected at Midwinter 2006  
 
The committee will work on refining these ideas, and will help interested authors submit formal 
proposals (in the case of books) or finished articles.  Those ideas connected to YALSA's 50th 
Anniversary will be given priority, and will also be passed on to the 50th Anniversary Task 
Force. 
 
Youth Participation (Sophie) 
--Articles - these must be on subjects *not* covered by TAGS, YA Galley, or Teens & 
Technology 
--Bookmarks/pamphlets - Top 10 Reasons to DO stuff in the library (snarky but cute reasons 
w/eye-catching graphics)  -- possibly a tie-in with Teen Read Week. 
--50 Years of Youth Participation - part of YALSA's 50th anniversary celebration? 
--Annotated bibliographies & webliographies on TAGS and libraries with Youth Participation 
programs - possibly for publication in YALS, and then as PDFs in the Members-Only section of 
the YALSA site. 
--Interviews with librarians doing great work with Youth Participation. 
 
YA Galley (Sophie) 
--Several PDF ideas, including: How to submit a great application to participate in YA Galley 
and How to participate in Teens Top Ten voting & TRW. 
 
 --Teens Top Ten spine sticker for TTT books. 
 
Teen Read Week (Sophie) 
--Online content for the TRW site: 50 Ways to Get Teens to Participate in TRW 
 
Graphic Novels (Julie) 
-- A pamphlet featuring the "Hall of Fame" GN's that the committee has been discussing (ie "all 
of the older books that don't get as much attention as they should.")   
 
--A "Starter Collection" list? Something that could be printed in a pamphlet form, that could 
double as a booklist handout?  (ie a "Core Collection" or "Must Have Series" or "Hall of Fame" 
list.) 
 
--Article should be submitted in conjunction with such lists.  Robin Brenner volunteered to write 
at least one. 
 
-- Another way to go is how to reach reluctant readers through GNs. How to convince 
"mainstream" educators that GNs should be used in the classroom (for lessons or independent 
reading).  This could be an article.   
 
--List of 50 titles every library should own for the YALSA 50th anniversary 
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Selected DVD's and Video's (Julie) 
--pamphlet with selections (ala Outstanding Books) which could be combined with other formats 
(a non-book format pamphlet etc.) 
 
Intellectual Freedom (Mina) 
--Committee wanted to do a booklist to go with their program at annual 2006 (Out of the Closet: 
and into the Library: Access to GLBT Materials for Teen). A Required Core List (Fict. & NF) 
Bibliography  & Web Resources   
--They were also receptive in maybe doing some sort of list as a pamphlet or bookmarks that 
could be purchased in packets?? 
 
Technology (Mina) 
--Committee wants to do an interview with Steve Abram author of "Born With a Chip" for 
either  YALS or Yattitudes.  He will be presenting at their 2006 Annual Program: The Kids Are 
Alright  Millennials and their Information Behaviors. 
--Kim Bolan Taney, a member of this committee, said she had other ideas for publications and 
would email them to me--She has written Teen Spaces for ALA Editions.  If I don't hear from 
her I will try to contact her. 
 
Tags (Laura)  
--Care and keeping of TAB group.  Should Laura have them speak with youth participation 
committee?  Leave it and see what they come up with.  They may be able to tweak it from a 
different perspective  
 
Individual Projects (Julie) 
--reader's advisory book idea to be submitted by Edith Cummings 
 
--"Young Adult Services Made Easy" proposal to be submitted by Erin Downey Howerton 
 
--book proposal to be submitted by Tracey Firestone 

 
 

 
Additional Projects and Ideas  
 
Current Book Ideas: 
 
 --Making the Case for YA Services: Rather than coming from a YA librarian perspective, 
this book would be written from a director or administrator’s point of view and would include 
best practices from directors rather than front-line librarians.  Possible chapters include the 
impact of teens on library service; usage statistics; being proactive rather than reactive; outcomes 
based planning from administrative side including budget; community impact of implementing a 
YA service plan.  Kevin Scanlon (scanlonk@cantonpl.org) has been contacted about editing, but 
ALA Editions has already passed. 
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 --Untitled programming book (perhaps focusing on programs for guys?)   Sophie 
Brookover has been approached about writing something on this topic.   Pam Spencer Holley 
suggested it might be a booklet and we could explore publishing it through Upstart/Highsmith.  
 
 --A book that would help librarians put into action YALSA's New Competencies for 
Librarians Serving Youth.  ALA Editions might be interested.  Needs a name or names attached 
and a spectacular proposal. 
 

-- An "issues" book or somehow updating The Best Years of Their Lives through 
YALSA?  (Taken from a message on yalsa-bk:  
  
“I would like to compile a list of fiction "issue" books that I can use to steer students/teachers to 
if the need should arise. I have 7th and 8th graders, so the books should be appropriate for that 
age group. The topics I would like to put in my list are: 
anorexia/bulimia 
cutting 
depression 
bipolar disorder 
divorce 
alcoholism 
drug abuse 
gender identity 
sexual identity 
racial diversity 
 
Please help suggest books that kids can relate to and that may help them through some of the 
tough things they have to deal with. (Julie Halpern-Cordell, Washburne Middle School, 
Winnetka, IL—could be a possible author) 
 
Article ideas: 
  
 --YALSA's representative to the ALA Intellectual Freedom Committee (Paula Brehm-
Heeger) wants YALS to start an "advocacy update" column 

--the Best of the Best Preconference Committee would like an article in YALS about 
their preconference 

--the Legislation Committee wants a column or web page about how to work 
with/educate politicians and effectively advocate for library issues 

--the Technology for YAs committee wants an article in YALS about their event at 
Annual 2005 
--the YA Galley Committee wants publicity about how to become a YA Galley Group in the 
winter 2006 publications.   
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YALSA Existing Monographs 
 
Title Current 

Copyright 
Publisher Suggested Next 

edition* 
Suggested Date for 

Proposal Submission 
Bare Bones YA Services 2000 ALA Editions ? ? 
Best Books for YAs, 2nd ed. 2000 ALA Editions 2007 Done, 2005 
New Directions in Library Service to YAs 2002 ALA Editions ? ? 
Hit List for YAs 2 2002 ALA Editions ? ? 
Teen Read Week: a manual for 
participation 

2002 YALSA ? ? 

ALA’s Guide to Best Reading 2005 ALSC/Booklist/RUSA/
YALSA 

2006 N/A 

Excellence in Library Services to YAs, 4th 
ed. 

2004 YALSA 2009 2007 

More Outstanding Books for the College 
Bound 

2005 ALA Editions 2010 2008 

Sizzling Summer Reading Programs for 
YAs, 2nd ed. 

2006 ALA Editions 2011 2009 

Best Books for YAs, 3rd ed. Forthcomin
g 2007 

ALA Editions 2012 2011 

Fair Garden & the Swarm of Beasts 2002 ALA Editions 2012 2011 
 

YALSA Existing Pamphlets 
 
Title Copyright Publisher Next Edition Proposal 

Submission 
Outstanding Books for the College 
Bound… 

2004 ALA Graphics 2009 2008 

Best of the Best Books for YAs 2005 ALA Graphics 2010 2009 
 
*With the exception of ALA’s Guide to Best Reading, which comes out annually, and the Fair Garden, new editions of works should 
probably come out every 5 years. 

04/06 
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Number of Copies Sold: Books Published in FY 06 
 
More Outstanding Books for the College Bound (released Oct. 2005) 
 
Sept. ---- 
Oct. 614 
Nov.   33 
Dec. 100 
Jan.   59 
Feb. 136 
Mar. 109 
April  
May  
June  
July  
Aug.  
 
 
Sizzling Summer Reading Programs for Young Adults, 2nd ed. (released Jan. 2006) 
 
Sept. ---- 
Oct. ---- 
Nov. ---- 
Dec. ---- 
Jan. 332 
Feb. 106 
Mar. 176 
April  
May  
June  
July  
Aug.  
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