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Topic:   Establishing Award Juries 
 
Background: At the 2006 Midwinter Meeting the Board considering implementing 

some restructuring of the association.  One idea that was generally 
well received was the proposal to establish award juries to select the 
winners of YALSA’s member grants and awards.   By establishing 
juries, whose sole purpose is to select award winners, the committees 
that handle these awards now will be freed to focus on the other parts 
of their charge. 

 
Action Required:  Decision 
 

A jury is a group of people appointed for the purpose of judging criteria for the bestowing of an 
award. A jury must have at least three members. It is also recommended that juries be kept small 
in order to facilitate their work.  

In YALSA, juries would be convened to administer the following awards:  

• Baker and Taylor/YALSA Conference Grants. This grant is funded by the Baker and 
Taylor Company. The two grants of $1,000 each are awarded to librarians who work directly 
with young adults in a public or school library to enable them to attend the Annual 
Conference for the first time. Applications must be received in the YALSA office by 
December 1.  

• BWI/YALSA Collection Development Grant. This grant is funded by BWI and awards 
$1000 for collection development to YALSA members who represent a public library, and 
who work directly with young adults ages 12 to 18. Applications must be received in the 
YALSA office by December 1.  

• The Sagebrush Award for a Young Adult Reading or Literature Program. (File in .pdf.) 
The Sagebrush Award is designed to honor a member(s) of the Young Adult Library 
Services Association who has developed an outstanding reading or literature program for 
young adults. The award provides a grant of $1,000 to support the winning member's 
attendance at the ALA Annual Conference. The award is made possible through an annual 
grant from the Sagebrush Book Company, a division of The American Companies. 
Applications must be received in the YALSA office by December 1.  

• Frances Henne/YALSA/VOYA Research Grant. This grant of $500 is to provide seed 
money for small scale projects which will encourage research that responds to the YALSA 
Research Agenda. Applications must be received in the YALSA office by December 1.  

• Great Book Giveaway Competition.  Each year the YALSA office receives 
approximately 1200 newly published children's, young adult and adult books, videos, CD's 
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and audio cassettes for review. YALSA and the cooperating publishers are offering one 
year's worth of review materials as a contribution to a library in need. Applications must be 
received in the YALSA office by the first business day of December. The estimated value of 
this collection is $25,000.  

Juries would be appointed so that if desired they may begin their work at the Midwinter Meeting 
one year before the award is announced. Juries' reports would be due to the YALSA Board prior 
to Midwinter Meeting at which the award is announced. 

 


