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Bat from Jackie Robinson’s 10-year major league career
Photo by Milo Stewart, Jr./National Baseball Hall of Fame
and Museum
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Glove from
Jackie
Robinson’s 10year major

Jackie Robinson’s #42 Brooklyn Dodgers jersey

Jackie Robinson’s warm-up jacket
Photo by Milo Stewart, Jr./National Baseball
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JACKIE ROBINSON BREAKS THE BARRIER

MAJOR LEAGUE BASEBALL INTEGRATES

Many a Skill

1947

On April 15, Jackie Robinson is the first African American to play major
league baseball in the 20th century. On July 5, the American League
follows suit when Larry Doby takes the field for Cleveland.

Jackie Robinson burst onto the scene in 1947, breaking

BLACK JOURNALISTS AND THE BBWAA

baseball's color barrier and bringing the Negro leagues'

Wendell Smith and Sam Lacy are the first black baseball writers admitted
to the Baseball Writers’ Association of America.

electrifying style of play to the majors. With Robinson as

As World War II ended, many African Americans believed that “separate but

the catalyst, the Brooklyn Dodgers won six National

1948

League pennants and one World Series in his 10 seasons.

equal” could no longer be tolerated because while much was separate, little

On the field, Robinson excelled in all aspects of the game.

MILITARY DESEGREGATES
Despite objections by a few members of the officer corps, President
Truman begins desegregation of the military via Executive Order.

He dominated the base paths, stealing home 19 times

Jackie Robinson’s image appeared on the May 8, 1950, cover of LIFE magazine

was equal. Highly decorated black regiments helped foster the pride and

Courtesy of National Baseball Hall of Fame Library

1948
NEGRO NATIONAL LEAGUE FOLDS
By the end of the 1948 season, many of the best Negro league players
move to major or minor league teams. Fewer people come to Negro league
games, and several owners shut down operations rather than go bankrupt.

while riling opposing pitchers with his daring baserunning

impetus that demanded change in all parts of American life. Following the

style. During his career, the six-time All-Star primarily

1949

played second base, but also served multiple seasons at

death of commissioner Kenesaw Mountain Landis, Brooklyn Dodgers

JACKIE ROBINSON EARNS MVP AWARD

third base and first base. Robinson was named National

In a stellar season, Jackie Robinson garners a league-leading 37 stolen bases

1950 – 1953

League Rookie of the Year in 1947 and captured the

president Branch Rickey and Jackie Robinson took the lead in testing
America’s tolerance for integrated baseball. Under pressure, the major and

U.S. combat units are integrated for the first time.

1949, leading the league in hitting (.342) and steals (37)

1951
ALL-BLACK OUTFIELD

while knocking in 124 runs. His career batting average

minor leagues began to desegregate, but slowly and on their own terms.

and a .342 batting average to become the first black winner of the MVP award.

KOREAN CONFLICT

National League’s Most Valuable Player (MVP) award in

Jackie Robinson turns the double play at Forbes Field in Pittsburgh
Courtesy of National Baseball Hall of Fame Library

In Game One of the World Series against the Yankees, the

(.311) ranks him in the top ten of all time at second base.

New York Giants field the first all-black outfield in major league history—
Willie Mays, Monte Irvin and Hank Thompson.

1954
BROWN V. BOARD OF EDUCATION
OF TOPEKA, KANSAS DECISION
In a case argued by lawyer Thurgood Marshall, the

1954
WOMEN

IN THE

NEGRO LEAGUES

Toni Stone, Connie Morgan and Peanut Johnson all
play for Negro American League teams.

U.S. Supreme Court rules that “separate but equal” facilities are
Program page featuring Toni Stone,
Connie Morgan and Peanut Johnson
Courtesy of National Baseball
Hall of Fame Library

unconstitutional. A year later the Court rules that school
desegregation should proceed “with all deliberate speed.”

Jack the Soldier

American Hero

Jackie Robinson served in the Army during World War II.

Jackie Robinson became a hero to millions of

Like many African Americans, he felt it was a war to end

Americans. He embodied the hope that one day the

prejudice as well as a war for democracy. Black soldiers

color of a person's skin would no longer determine

served in segregated units until after the war. Many were

the limits of opportunity. Nearly everybody agreed

highly decorated for their service, and their

that Robinson’s ability to tolerate prejudice, and his

example helped highlight their right to full

ability to play, helped many accept that African

1955
MONTGOMERY, ALABAMA BUS BOYCOTT

participation as citizens when peace came in
1945. Having been in the service made
Robinson somewhat older than the usual
baseball recruit, but it was an important part
of his past for Branch Rickey and baseball
Jackie Robinson in military uniform
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Rosa Parks refuses to move to the back of a city bus,
triggering a boycott led by Rev. Martin Luther King Jr. ,
and energizing the civil rights movement.

1956
DON NEWCOMBE

1957

Rosa Park, Montgomery, Alabama, 1956
Bettmann/CORBIS

LITTLE ROCK NINE

Americans belonged in the majors and in mainstream
American life.
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Robinson steals home in the 1955 World
Series against the New York Yankees

first African American to win the Cy Young
Award
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National Guard to protect nine African-American students at a
previously all-white high school in Little Rock.

1959
ALL MAJOR LEAGUE TEAMS
INTEGRATE
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With Pumpsie Green’s signing by the Boston
Red Sox, all major league teams are finally integrated, but black ballplayers still find it difficult to make big league

Courtesy of National Baseball Hall of Fame

Courtesy of National Baseball Hall of Fame Library

The Brooklyn Dodgers’ star pitcher becomes
the

President Eisenhower mobilizes federal troops and the Arkansas

Library

Brooklyn Dodgers’ cap from Jackie Robinson’s 10-year major league career

Branch Rickey

Encountering Hatred

Branch Rickey assigned Dodgers scout Clyde Sukeforth to

Some Americans hated Robinson for crossing the color line and

find an African American player with major league talent

wrote vicious letters to him. Branch Rickey asked Robinson to turn

and the courage to withstand harsh prejudicial treatment.

the other cheek during his early years with the Dodgers. Following

S u k e f o rth found his man in Kansas City Monarchs shortstop

his major league career, Robinson discussed how difficult it had

Jackie Robinson. Despite opposition from major league

been to rise above the racial hatred he encountered.

From the Barry Halper Collection
Photo by Milo Stewart, Jr. /National Baseball Hall of Fame and Museum

owners, Rickey signed Robinson for the 1946 season with
Brooklyn's farm team in Montreal.
Jackie Robinson played the 1946 season with the Montreal
Royals, Brooklyn’s International League farm team. Rickey
hoped that Canada, a country with less racial prejudice,
would provide Robinson with a gentler introduction to the
minors. Robinson’s strong season with the Royals laid the
groundwork for his promotion to the Dodgers in 1947.

Jackie Robinson and Branch Rickey
Courtesy of National Baseball Hall of Fame Library

“It is said on good authority that one of the leading players and a manager of the
National League is advocating the entrance of colored players in the National
League with a view of signing Matthews, the colored man, late of Harvard. It is not
expected that he will succeed in his advocacy of such a move, but when such actions
come to notice, there are grounds for hoping that some day the bar will drop and
some good man will be chosen from out of the colored profession that will be a credit

PRIDE &

to all, and pave the way for others to follow.”
Examples of hate mail received by Jackie Robinson when he broke into the majors

––Sol White, History of Colored Base Ball, 1907
In Jack Roosevelt Robinson, Branch Rickey found
Sol White’s “good man” to “pave the way.”

Courtesy of Rachel Robinson

The African-American Baseball Experience
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